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Official Summit Documents

Declaration of Quebec City

We, the democratically elected Heads of State and Government of the Americas, have
met in Quebec City at our Third Summit, to renew our commitment to hemispheric
integration and national and collective responsibility for improving the economic well-
being and security of our people. We have adopted a Plan of Action to strengthen repre-
sentative democracy; promote good governance and protect human rights and funda-
mental freedoms.* We seek to create greater prosperity and expand economic opportu-
nities while fostering social justice and the realization of human potential.

We reiterate our firm commitment and adherence to the principles and purposes of
the Charters of the United Nations and of the Organization of American States (OAS).

Our rich and varied traditions provide unparalleled opportunities for growth and to
share experiences and knowledge and to build a hemispheric family on the basis of a
more just and democratic international order. We must meet the challenges inherent
in the differences in size and levels of social, economic and institutional development
in our countries and our region.

We have made progress in implementing the collective undertakings made at Miami in
1994 and continued at Santiago in 1998. We recognize the necessity to continue address-
ing weaknesses in our development processes and increasing human security. We are
aware that there is still much to be achieved if the Summit of the Americas process is to
be relevant to the daily lives of our people and contribute to their well-being.

We acknowledge that the values and practices of democracy are fundamental to the
advancement of all our objectives. The maintenance and strengthening of the rule of
law and strict respect for the democratic system are, at the same time, a goal and a
shared commitment and are an essential condition of our presence at this and future
summits. Consequently, any unconstitutional alteration or interruption of the demo-
cratic order in a state of the Hemisphere constitutes an insurmountable obstacle to
the participation of that state’s government in the Summit of the Americas process.
Having due regard for existing hemispheric, regional and sub-regional mechanisms, we
agree to conduct consultations in the event of a disruption of the democratic system
of a country that participates in the Summit process.

Threats to democracy today take many forms. To enhance our ability to respond to
these threats, we instruct our Foreign Ministers to prepare, in the framework of the
next General Assembly of the OAS, an Inter-American Democratic Charter to rein-
force OAS instruments for the active defense of representative democracy.*

*

Venezuela reserves its position.




