
governmental organizations. Some of the advantages and disadvantages of each of these sources
are summarized in Table 2. Selected historical incidents can illustrate the practical problems
and opportunities for the UN. Here, we focus on the dramatic moments when the Secretary-
General first learned about major confficts.

Governments occasionally submit reports to the Secretary-General on their own actions
(in justification); more often they provide information on the actions of others (li
condemnation). XI 1948, Trygve Le learned about the Arab attack on Israel (on 15 May 1948)
through a cablegram from Egyptian government to the Security Council President'. As
previously noted, he heard about the North Korean invasion (on 25 June 1950) ini a inid-night
call from a US official". Dag Hammarslçjold received ailegations of a Vietnaznese attack on
Laos in a cable from the Laotian foreign minister (on 4 September 1959), who apparently
magnified the threat. U Thant was informed by a US State Department officiai about the
presence of Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba (on 20 Oct 1962) two days before Kennedy's public


