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C IV. STRATEGIC DEFENSE INIfTATIVES
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A, Star Wars

It appeared that ress th'art half of the participants in each of the general public groups.

while almo5t all of the upscale participants, had heard of the "Star Wars" plans. The

general impression of the plans seemed to be that it was a"viarning. s.ystern" designed to

giye eafly indication of and subsequuntly destroy enemy missiles- It was also generally

agreed that the pians, are only being researched 5nd are 20 years away from implementation-

.T

Ther;s was a mixture of opinion, on wrfather Star 'Nars was agaod or bad idea: hcwever; it

aPpeareri that the gep. orai view was sli.ghtly more positive than negative. Th ose w-h0

Pavlaured -the- Star Wafs plans considered it a step towards disarmament and the Prevention

of wat. Some paf.ticipan:ts also sui^gested that Star'Alars could ciffer scuriurnïc bunefits,.

e-g. joUS, ^nd a sense of ^ec;urirty for Canad3.

Participants who were unfavourable 'toyvards Star Wars described it as an "ascalation" of

the ^rms rare and likely to produre trie deveionmert of a caunterweapon by the Soviets- It

was also m6ntionEid t132t the Cost for Stqr Wars would be pro hibitive and thi^re woU Id be ri o

ccntrok of missiles shot in space and subsequent{y falling to aarth-

Overali the. participants kmfieved there was rGothing wrong with di^ve{ aping and, discussing

the Star Wars plans priar to the nexz round of talks in Geneva: S.vrn-e even suggested that

of ,he

antagonize the taiks and be viewed as 4xacerbating the arma roce.

the taiks may he aided by he increased pressure the Souie#s..might feei as a result

Star Vas plan. There were a f^w participants wr+o felt the Sfar'N^ra plan, %vould

DE-am-A.- KLSLARCH LlMITEB


