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Equipment used in the waste-water 
purification process (waste produced by 
cheese production and washing water). 
(Cooperative agro-alimentaire Agropuri 

In the last few years, more dis-
coveries have been made and 
new applications have been 
developed. At present, Canadian 
biotechnology researchers work 
mainly in such key sectors as 
health, the agri-food and forestry 
industhes, the control of environ-
mental pollution and mining. 

The National Research Council 
(NRCC), which is Canada's 
national laboratory, fulfils its 
mandate to promote the develop-
ment of expertise in biotechnol-
ogy and help industry carry out 
commercially promising research 
activities through the National 
Biotechnology Program. In order 
to do this. the NRCC takes 
advantage of its high-level net-
work of laboratories that includes 
the Biotechnology Research 
Institute in Montreal. the Plant 
Biotechnology Institute in Saska-
toon and the Biological Sciences 
Branch in Ottawa. 

This network is continually grow-
ing and encompasses a large 
number of Canadian universities 
and private-sector companies 
seriously committed to biotech-
nology. From coast to coast 
numerous Canadian companies 
that are deeply involved in 
research and development (R&D) 
efforts in biotechnology are 
beginning to thrive as a result. 

It is expected that the biotech-
nology market will be worth 
some 60 billion dollars by the 
year 2000.' Though not a world 
leader, Canada is now starting to 
claim a share of this promising 
market. Relying on creative indi-
viduals, as well as sophisticated 
equipment and cutting-edge 
expertise, Canada aims to cap-
ture a position in the forefront of 
research in biotechnology, and to 
take advantage of the innumera-
ble possibilities offered by this 
new and powerful technology. 
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