
SECTION IV - EXPORT DOCUMENTATION 

Canadian Documentation 

Canadian expo rt  documentation for shipments to the United States usually consists 
of an export declaration (B-13 Customs form) and, in certain cases, an export 

 permit. Exporters can obtain B-13 Customs forms at any Canada Customs port. The 
Export Controls Division of the Department of External Affairs can provide additional 
information regarding export permit requirements (tel: (613)996-2387). See pages 68 
and 69 for export/trade counselling and documentation assistance. 

U.S. Documentation 

In addition, U.S. Customs requires documentation generally consisting of a bill of 
lading or air waybill , a coca mercial invoice and packing list. It is most important for 
Canadian exporters to ensure that the documentation presented to U.S. Customs is 
complete and accurate. This not only results in prompt customs clearance but also 
avoids possible costly penalties. Further, since documentation required by U.S. 
Customs has reached such a degree of refinement today, it is advisable that exporters 
utilize the services of a U.S. customs house broker for preparing and submitting 
import entry documentation to the U.S. Customs Service, the posting of any necessary 
surety bonds and, generally arranging customs clearance of shipments on their arrival 
at the United States port of entry. 

Bill of Lading or Air Waybill 

A bill of lading names the mode, the carrier, conditions and destination. Each 
transportation mode has its own  bill of lading and inherent character-istics. For 
example, a truck bill of lading is a receipt of goods for shipment and a contract of 
carriage. It is not a title of ownership. An air waybill  is a contract of carriage 
once it has been signed by the shipper and the carrier or carriees agent. It is also a 
proof of receipt of goods, a freight invoice, an insurance certificate, a customs 
declaration and an actual transport document. Like the bill of lading, it is not a 
titlp  of ownership. 

U.S. Customs will accept a shipping receipt only if they are satisfied that a bill of 
lading or air waybill was never issued. Entry and release of merchandise may be 
permitted without the bill of lading or air waybill if satisfactory bond is given in a 
sum equal to one and one-half times the invoice value of the merchandise. In 
certain circumstances, a carrier's certificate or duplicate bill of lading or air waybill 
is acceptable. 

The Commercial  Invoice 

Although one copy is required by U.S. Customs, it is usual to forward at least two 
copies of the commercial invoice. One is for U.S. Customs' use at the port of entry, 
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