
R adio and television are
the Most powerful forces for
moulding public opinion and
for creating and mfaintaining
culture and laqguage. In Can-
ada that means many
languages, many cultures. It
means multiculturalism.

More than 9 million of
Canada's 25 million people
speak languages other than
English or French - in fact,
there are more than 60 dif-
ferent languages spoken in
total. Even those who speak
English or French may came
from a culture quite distinct
and separate. Ethnic groups
have made it clear they want
their broadcasting ta serve
several purposes. They want
Programmning ta help new
arrivais adÎust ta Canada.
They want ta hear and see
Programs in their own Ian-
guage. And they want to be
Seen as part of Canada and
ta have their point of view
Bxpressed ta aIl Canadians.

When the Canadian
Radio-Televîsion and Tele-
communications Commission
(CRTC) wvas established in
1968, part of its mandate
Was ta ensure that the broad-
casting system reflected the
largest spectrum passible of
Canadian views and back-

In 1985, folowng Canada-
e public hearings, the
'C announced A Broad-
ting Policy Reflecting
ada's Linguistie and
tural Dlversity designed ta
uro that radio and tele-
an stations pravide the
vice vlewers want. Can-
"'s population was largely
'Opean in background,
are 1967. Now 53 per

Caad now bas eight
radi statiow ns i"
dCitS broadcasifg
100 per cent of the
time to specfic ethflic

Italian, Ukrainian,
Germai, Greek and
Chinesel-abl

Cent Of Immigrants came
fram the West indies, Asia or
other developing countries.
As the Canadian audience
mix has changed, broadcast-
ing has followed suit.

The Canadian govern-
ment, in co-operation with
the Bureau of Broadcast

9 thatts a

Overali, Canadian ethnic
broadcasting is remarkably
wide-rangilg:
a Eght radio stations in
five cities from Montreal ta
Vancouver"ar authorized
ta broadcast 100 Per cent
of their weekly schedules
ta specific ethnic groups,
notably italian, Ukrainian,
German, Greek and Chinese.

m There is a fuil-time ethnic
television station in Toronto.
a A regional ethnic pay-TV
network broadcastS in Can-
adas most westerly province,
British Columbia.
<* Two ethnic satellite-to
cable network services are
licensed.
a Elght television stations
and 60 radio stations include
some ethnic programs in
their broadcast schedules.

In addition, Most com-
munity cable channels
include programs produced
by ethnic groups. Gable sys-
tems distribute ethnic closed-
circuit audio services on the
cable FM band. There are
special programs on cable TV
in Vancouver and Montreal.
The total number of broad-
cast hours per week exceeds
2 000.

recently held aon the estab-
ational ethnic

racial


