
THE SPIRIT 0F A SCHOOL

know where mny pupils are set an examninafion. They can take higlier markj
on deportment than the pupils of anj
other school in the country."

Now, there is mucli to be said foiexamination tests and for formai ancdefinite ineasurements in aimost ev.-r3brandi of study, but the inspector wva5evcrlastingly right in ignoring ail tli,and in judging the sehool by a higli
standard. There is a spirif 4'whicliruns through ail and which dofli ail]unite." This spirit now appears açaesthefic, now as moral, now as relig-jous, now as infellectuai. In a negativeway it may appear as unruly, vulgar,ignorant or as iacking in reverence. Ifiin any case the maeasurc 'of the sehool

aIi( the teacher.
This idea miglif bcecxpressed in an-other wvay. .A sehool cannot bie meas-ured by ifs programme of activifies, butby the manner in whicli those activifiesare set in motion. The educationalvalue of cveryfhing is paramount. Thereare a hundred littie things during aday thaf are in fliemselvcs insignificant,but which educafionaiîy are of supremeimportance. Think of the cifeet of themorning greefing, flic manner ofassenibling sehool, the care of fhe cloakroom, the appearance of the blackboard,the condition of fthc text books, themounting of the pictures on the walls,the t eacher's voice, manner and dress,the attitude of older pupils to theYounger, the partaking of lunch, thechoice of stories, the sehool concert, thewalk to and from sehool - none ofwhich in the ordinary course of thingsriight be tested by examination. Yetof sucli things fthe life of the school con-s1isfs* Two children are engaged inweaving paper mats. One of thegm justweaves and pastes in order to get apatteril of some sort, fthe other measurescarcfully, seleets colors thaf harmonize,designs in accordance wifh some defin-ite idea. The second exercise is educa-tionaliy valuable, the other is flot. Twoclasses play a game-the former yhllingand disputing, with lit fie regard forreferee or the laws of the sport; thesecond equaliy vociferous, perhaps, butready to stop at the blow of the whistleand to be guided by the arbiter of thec

-gaine. In one case there is no good
seducation, in the other there is. The
Tgamne is the saine in both cases, but the

spirit is different, and if is flic spirit
whicli is ail important.

1 Offen we hear feachers referring for art lessons in sehool as if fliese summed
Up flic whoie of art feaching. Really,
flic important thing is not the art lesson
af ail, but flic spirit whicli pervades tlicLschool in ail ifs activifies. To begin

*wifh, flic teacher in speech, dress and
manner may be arfisfic, flic care of the> grounds and building may speak good
faste or the reverse, flic lobbies,, fexf
books, scribblers, biackboards, decora-
fions, may ail feach cither coarsencss
or refinement. A box of wvafer colors
does nof guaranfee liaf flic possessor
possesses good basf c. As a maffer offacf, bliere are beffer opportunitiès f0deveiop tlic artistie sense in gardening,
in covering books, in getfing lunchrcady and in hundreds of oflier waysthan in tlie drawing lcsson-which un-forfunateîy is kinown as flic art lesson.Tlie saine thing is truc of morals.The formai lessons count for liffle. Thebeliavïor of flic pupils, blicir attitude foecd other and to soeiefy is cveryfhing.
Somefimes we endeavor to deveioppaf riofism flirougli the waving of flagsand fhe singing of songs, as if flieseexercises alone wouid make patriofs.
M'e surely have iearned by fhis bimefliat real pafriofism, is deeper than fliat.The good man is flic good citizen. The
only sebool in which love of country
can be fauglif is flic sehool iu which
bofli teaclier and pupils love flicir coun-
ftry. The cuifivaf ion of other virfues
is possible only in flic samne way. Ifis not set lessons, but faithlful practice
that counts. There is nof an exercise
or gaine or acbivify which is dcvoid ofmoral quaify. "The beacher should
be able bo recognize in flic humbicst
action ifs universal human signifie-
ance.''

In flic field of science tbc samne prin-
ciple is truc. A sehool may beach
nature study and science and ycf fail
bo culfivabe i flic pupils bthe scientifie
spirit. And affer ail if is of compara-
fiveiy lit fie importance what knowledge
of clemenfary science one may possess


