
608
THF

The rad. la the saine way, on the trade questih
Diienma, the re is certain ty on one side uncertaini

on the other. Right or wrong, the- N-.is the tConservative stalking horse. The Liberals see thýthe popular sentiment in favour of that policy is too stror
to be over come. They are therefore either sulent about diquestion ,assuming tmite atitude described in the adage popu!
m'ait décipi, decipiatur, or else they allege they intend
amend the tariff graduaîy-gentIy so as not to hurt anyhod
The fact i-s that tbey as a politicai organization do not exact]
know where they are, except that there is among their bemmen a solid substratumi of belief in free trade. Thîis infimity of noble minds they undoubtedly possess. The ranand file waver between a tariff for revenue only and cou
mercial union with the Umnited States. What their poliewould be if they got into power it is veryv difficult for th
nost anxious enquirer to really ascertain. If they came bfore the business community with a straight declarato
that they did not intend to alter the trade policy of the courtry and that capitalists would rely on their money flot hein,frittered away by tariff tinkering they would play a mnue]wtronger game. There bas been some abominable corruptiom
on public works during the Conservative régiiîîe -the tumeare bard, people would be glad of a change, but we doubt itbey wilI lly fromn the ilîs thcv hear and rush to others tha
they know not of.

The new Treasurer of Quebec, the lon. A
Qrurer.e W. Atwater, brin ngs a gocd reput atioîi witl

Iiirn as bis best known credential for bis neuposition. is record in Montreal is exceptionalîy excellent.
He aided in breaking up the Montreal lottery, wbich waçdepleting tbe exchequer of the habitants and of a good many
other people besides. He bas been a prominent advocate ofthe Law and Order league and bas rendered good service inthat capacity. The keeper of the strong box in the Province
of Quehec bas to be a stalwart ofilcer. The ordinary politi-cian in that Province seem8s to be a shade worse than theordinary politician elsewhere. Those who have been shining
iights in Quebec party politics have been able to hold theirown so far by what in otber countries and in other parts ofthe Dominion would be called corruption. The wealthy
merchants of Montreal have so considered it and tbey ailwelcome Mr. Atwater's appointment as that of an lîonestman. It remains to be 3een wbat he can do but it seenis to,be conceded that *be will be the right man in the right
place.

The formiatipin of the îîew districts ofNew Dlistricts
In Canada. tUgava, Franklin, Mackenzie and Yukon

is a delirnitation of boundarjes of a goodideal of wilderness. Still it belongs to Canada, and it pre-.vents any more Alaska deals going on hehind our backs. AsLord [)ufferin pointed out, the Queen's writs run to thenorth pole. Our Siberia seenis as bopeless as Russia's as faras practical value goes, but it offers to us a back-door whichwe can ourselves control and keep fastened or opened with-
out fear of foreign interference. So far this territory is of
great strategic value. The future will show wlietîer
in other ways this territory nay flot be of practical
value.

Arneican The ,Statist, of the 2nd May, bas a couple
Arneioan of sig'nificant para-grapbs relating to

American securities which we take theliberty of reproducing in exten,8o. The well known reputa.
tien of The Statist as a foremost exponient of practical
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)n finance and trade is a sufficient justification for these
Ly excerpts.
p . " Coming, in the last place, to the United States, Ive c"1fl
,t fot advise our readers to invest for the present. There is no~

doubt at ail that there are good gold bonds which cln big bought now at a price to give the investor a fair return. if
le anybody, then, is willing to take the risir, there is no doiibt
us1 that he can buy on better terras than be could for a long
to time past. But we have, firstly, the fact that the urreflCy

is h opelessly disordered, and that no one knows what will beY.the end of the trouble. Over and above that we have the
[y further fact that Congress seenis to be in a inood for pickiiig3t rjuarrels with other countries. Happily, the Jirigo excite-
r- ment in the United States has cahned down, and we Our
k, selves hope that al pending questions, wil be seled

amicably. Stili, the Concurrent Resolution of Congress
may be followed by a Joint Resolution. t is even possible

Y that such a resolution might be carried over the presiden"t
e veto, and if that were tg happen we might have intervenitiohn

in Cuba and a serious state of things"> nie" Tit may be said that Spain could not fight the JidStates. 0f course, Spain bas not the resources of theUnited States, and, inl the long run, would be bopeleSîY
Sdefeated if she engaged in a war. But we must not forge,
i that nations, any more than individuals, do not alwaY8

i govern their conduct by the rules' of eXpediency. If "tStemper of the Spanish people is aroused they wiîî, figh
f without giving a thought to whiether they have a chance Of

winriing. And if they (Io fight, they can infiet much dan'tage on the United States before the latter is prepared. l
any event, the outbreak of war would cause a sharp fal iiail Amnerican securities. For these and other reasons thatwe have put before the reader so of ten for years past, Our
advice is to wait and watcl. There is no probabilitY of
any very great improvement in prices and,' therefore,
nobody need be apprehensive that if he does not buy ait
once the market will escape him. He may depend UPon
that he will have plenty of opportunities."
Canadian readers will do well to consider these stateiflents
of an exceedingly well.informed, reliable, English finaici'I
paper. We would venture to point out to English ca~p'ifists that American securizies are utterly worthless, and i
they persist in investing in these securities they will onlY
humn their fingers. So far as Canadian securities are ol
cerned, fortunately no sucb remark can be mnade. The
moral is obvions.

The Toronto Committee .of the British
Blritish Scien ee

Association. Association for the Advancement of Science
have issued a circular letter requesting

public co-operation. The member .ship fee is ten dollars and
it entitles subscribers to al the privileges of mernbershîP, in
cluding right to receive the volume of Transactions and ad va"*
tages of reduced fares to points of interest. An associate
membership is secured by payment of five dollars. This latter
payxnent confers no right to receive the volume of Tran5s
actions nor cari the associate hold any office in the Associa-
tion. AIL funds are devoted to purely scientific in'etîgi'
tions. There are ten sections of the Association, nanelY:

Section A, Matheinatical and Physical Science.
,Section B, Chemical Science.
Section C, Geology.
Section D. Biology.
Section E, Geography.
Section F, Economic Science and Statistics.
Section G, Mechanical Science.
Section H1, Antbropology.
Section 1, Physiology.
Section K, Botany.

There is thus every opportunity for persons of scientific
tastes to hecome acquainted with the foremost men in the
line tbey theniselves are taking up. It is toi be hoped there
will be an immediate and satisfactory answer to the corn'
mi ttee's circular. As the meeting will held in 1897 there
is no tume to be lost.


