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past, we have an arrav of causes more than sufficient to

hinder the success of nny mani or body of men liable to be

infînenceol by such considerations. But, un the other hand,
the consummnate skilb and capacity for leadership whichi have

been shown by Sir William Harcourt iii bis capacity of

Premnier, and the excellent records whichl have been muade by

several of the younger meinhers of the niow defunct Adîninis-

tration, must have gone a long way to counteract the effects of

any deficiencies in the aristocratie Premier. But whatever

inay be thonglit of the Newcastle programme on its mnerits, on

whichi opinions wibl vary according tu the political faith of
the in(livi(lnal, it cannot be denied that tire career of the

Rosebery Cabinet hias býen a brave one. The ghosts of the
reforrîîs they have failed to carry will be 'perpetually rising

to plague their suceessors.

The great naval display to celebrate the
The Kl cml<eo tecnl hhdrc

Dernonstration. copeino h aa y ihdrc
communication is opened between the

North Sea anI the Baltic, inust have for soute miinds a sug-

gestion of incongruity in that it seemns like a great xvarlike
demnonstration to celebrate a work of science and industry
ix> the interests of peaceful commerce. It is, we mnay assume,
this seini-warlike aspect of the affair whuicli lias caused su

str-enuous. an objection' on the part of French patriots of a

certain class again st the preserîce of French ships at the

jrte. A great gratlierirlg of representative merchant ships of

aIl nationalities would have seemied, in some respects, more

appropriate, but that would have been, probably, impractic-

able. Certainlv it would îlot have conunended itself tu the
tastes of the German Eniperor, whose ambitions are always

deeply tinged with ruilitarisîn. It is to his credit, Ilowever,
that on this-, as on otite' occasions, lie shows himself ready
to inake advances toward more frierîdly relations,, between

(4ermany and hier powerful but riot very placable neiglibour.
Tt would be too mnuch tu expect, we suppose, froiu nny con-

queror, that lic sbould muake îAvances towards reconciliatiori

withi the conquered on the basis of friendly negotiations for

at rearrimigement of tUe bounidary line laid d<il n the field of

victory. Apart fromi any sncb impossible miagnanimity, it is,
nu doubt, much easier for the victur tCtan for the proud, but
vanquislied nation tu forgive and forget. Nevertheless, such
mutual courtesies as those whicli are reportedl to have takcen
place betwveen tire comnmauclers of the Gerniani ami French
warships, as the result of the French Governmient hiaviug
consented tu take part iii the display, irîdicate tChat n graolual

healirig proeess is g<ili ou whluclî rnay lend to the eventual
torirîig dowrî of French animuiosity, andI the brirîging irt of

suinetliig b)etter than a perpetual state of muinous rivalry iri

land and sea armnaments betwveen tUe two nations.

Few muen are bette> qualified to speak
The Leak in the ihatoiyuo te ersan d-Barre> t ubrîyuo u mrt n e

mnerits of orgranized charities than Mr.
Goldwin Smnith andi we have read with attention bis Unief coin-
ments in ur last number upon ta paragraph in these
colunins. Those cummients suggest that tîtere are' twu dlis-
tinet points of view froin wl>ieli tUe qitestion of the importa-
tion> of pauper ebjîdren sbould be regarded, and that, in or-
dler tu gain clear conclusions, tîtese should bc carefully distin-

guisbed. These are the charitable or philantthropic, andO tire

patriotic. It may be Chat on the whobe Il the immigration of

pauper children is, except wlieie there is extreme need of

population, more certainly beneficial to the children themn-

selves than to tUe country to wbicli they are brought."

Wbether this is su, in a given case, would depertd iii a large

oiegree, we should tlîink, upon the kind and extent of the

training received by the cbildren before distribution through-

out the country into which they are brougbit. But, su long
as their presence cannot be shown to be the caue

positive hiarni to the country, their importation seeis touS
f rom the philanthropic point of view, to ho worthy of CO"-~

miendation and encouragement. We return to the questiofly

however, îvithlien controversial purpose, but hecause we ul

gladly add any emnphasis which it inay be in ont power te>

give to Mr. Goldwin Smith's reinarks upon the exodus 'If

rnany of our Canadian youth, which is, îve believe, stili gOing~

on, though in greatly diminished proportions. We have flot the

faithi that muost of our goverlnents secmn to hlave in~ the Roival

Commission as a panacea for ail pulitical iIls, but thi, exodu,

bu, it sinall or large, is at question erniiintly wvorthy of

being en(juired into by a iton-partisan, or, if that is unIatý

tajitable, al mnixed, committee of the wisest and best 'len the

Dominion can snpply. sucil a co)mllissýion coul(Idi~~~

gate botb the question of fact ami that of cause art' >d <

Why not'

The directors of the AtlIln-tic & Lake
That a>way P1 ~ a "hv ueWI
Transaction. Superior .Rtî.way Copn v on1p3 el

to order the returni tu tituse persun 5", wh>

have subscribed for the bond,, of tbe Company, of the a1foUnltS

tbey have paid on account of their subscriptions. If their

intentions iii the mnatter were honourable they cuuld (Io 111)

less than (lecline to retain rnuney subscribed under a mis

appreliension as tu the nature of the guarantee 'Iv>îcl>

was relied on iii making the subscription. The Finance Min-

ister xvas certainly caught napping, as he himiself Vil-tuallY

and wvith corumendable frankness adnïits, when lie ecceptl

a boan under sud> peculiar conditions. .Withiout i'u'l'l
the goud faith of those Who offered the boan, it is clear tha't

the circumstances were sucli as woull rnost readily ICI>)

themiselves to mnisrepresentation. Ti fact, mnisa pprellensi 11,

uncler sucbi circuinstances, yNouldI be almiost tnmravurdllî aU

it is nlot easy to see hiow Mr. Foster could have failed tu ole

sec the consequences o)f placing the Gvermn itSUd>l

relations to at donbtful enterprise. Were the Goverl"lert

Co mnake nt practice of accepting boans on sud> conditions it

woul(1 be coorparatively ea.sy for any company ivbîchi cld
mlanage to raise two or three hiundred thousand dollars t<)

start witb, to put its bonds upon the market iî 'snch shap1'

as to ]ead the unwary inito bebicvîrîg that they were actuaîî'Y

entiorseol an(l guaranteed by the Gover'nilerlt, a1, sr
obtai> any desired surti o the strength of that 5~ser
2uarantee. Irîdeed, it wuuld be dillicuit to prevent Such al

impression beinýg conveyed. The Finance Minister coui(]

scarcely iesitate to caneel the contract and refunld te' bo111
once lus blunder was made clear to Ilin. or, the Othe'.

side, it is evidejit that, assumning the i5ona fides <f the Cuill
pany, aL very seriuus inj ury will have been dIone thein lIy the

canlcellatiun of the contract, after at Parliallientary
mambly hostile discussion.

Not fuing agu we directed attentiuon tu tlis
eligaions su1)jcct, an(1 the recent Synods of tUe Anig-

Eduattn. lican Churchi and the General Assew blY
of the Presbyterian Citurch show that the snbject is >îeePly

t hat
inoving the public inind. TUe conviction is groffln

whltnu education ean be satisfactory whîiclr excîes olr
ignores religion, the instruction iii religion gi ffe» t> o
pubilic sebools is of no value whatever;, ami] there s il'5 y
be a very genieral resolution to sel- wb>etler seine mlean5 >a

tiot be taken for introducing s0>11e more effective
instruction into the schooks of course opinions wide
differ as te) the best ineans tIo be adopted ; but, the ra

hopef ul feature of the present muiveinent is the geniera ctdi
ness to allopt any metbud îvhicl inay open up'a prospecto
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