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sell upon having no religion, who boasted
that his only god was his stomach, and

who ridiculed alike Catholics andHugue-

nots. The building later served as a depot
for a wholesale dealer in wines and alco-
hols. The present tenant is one Fradim,
who has been associated with many sche-
_ mes for feeding the hungry thousands at
" the smallest cost. His refuge house only
-opens at,midnight; then all who can pay
{our sous are admitted to sit on
forms, lle on the floor, on the stair cases
or in the cellars; the rooms are dry and
thoroughly heated. Each ellent receives a
good bowl! of nourishing soup, included in
the four sous; an additional basin of
‘soup, or a portion of meat, or a glass of
wine, or a glass of black coffee, costs two
sous each. As a room becomes filled
and the occupants souped, the proprietor
-after surveying the apartment, wishes the
inmates good night, locks the door, till
8ix In the morning when all must depart.
‘The unfortunates are all well conducted.
There are no complaints, no loud talking,
most of the gshort time at their disposal is
employed stitching their rags together
with twine and packing needle; or caring
for their wounds of many years standing.
Other private refuges charge four sous for
& rope slung bed, but no soup is supplied,
-and at six io the morning the‘* painter is
<ut,’ and the lodgers gain at once their
thelr feet.

Chieago had better look to its preser-
ved meat laurels. Some months ago, &
Norwegian tried to convert Paristans ko
potted whale. It did not please. Now Aus-
traljans are not only sending legs of mut-
ton, but some samples of preserved kan-
garo: the new oxtail s praised as a cap-
ital element for making soup. .

In addition to discovering lenarchigts,
‘who even dare to blow him up in his
‘tronghold, the Prefect de Police has to
keep an eye on haunted houses, and evil
8pirits other than anarchists. History re-
cords strange ghowers. Meteorology is the
deast known of Sclences of red snow, of lo-
custs, of sulphur, of ashes, and of boulders
but from a house In the import Rue Blan-
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. chemists have tried
in vain to golve the ghost enigmas; try

wizards. In any case the times are out of
Joint, :

Among the best skaters In the Bois de
Boulogne, lsaScandanavlan; he wears a
shirt eompoged of the skins of "gea-birds
and his stockings are made of dog’s skin..

In the Madeleine Market, the crack one
of the city, there are now ten stalls unoc-
cupied In the centra] glley; while two fresh
atalls, In the same division, have been
‘opened for the sale of broken victuala.

“Dynamite Bausages,’” are the: latest
novelty for Dresentation to mothers-in-
law. 1In Pasteur’s native town, hig
name was given some Years ago to g
street Later on visiting his birth place
he attended chapel, and the name of his
8treet was altered. M. Weber draws the
attention of lady singers who wish to pre-
serve their time to playing on a wind in.

strument, say trombone, bag-pipes, or
-cornopean., Z,—

————

Aﬂectlt_)n endeavours to correct natural
-defects, and hasg always the laudable aim

of pleasing, though it always misses it.
—~Locke.

THE WEEK.
CORRESPONDENCE.

THE PROPOSED TRANSFER OF THE IN-
TERCOLONIAT, TO THE C. P. R.—A
MARITIME VIEW OF THE MATTER.

To the Editor of The—Vﬂek:

Sir,—I am pleased to notice that The
Week has placed itself on record as (igposed to
the gift of the 1. C. R. to the C.P.R., and I
am further pleased to know that you are pre-
pared to open your columns to the considera-
tion of 80 important a subject. I gladly avail
myself of the privilege thus offered but person-
ally would prefer that an abler pen than mine
should give expression to the views of the
Maritime Provinces.

That such a transfer of the I.C.R. is prob-
able many believe, others doubt that the Gov-
ernment would attempt to do such a thing.
It may safely be assumed that any indifference
which exists on this question here is largely
due to the Istter opinion.

Can it be dombted that the C.P.R. people
are striving to get the I.C.R. ? What are the
facts ? It is admitted by Mr. Shaughnessy that
the 0. P. R. want the I. C. R. They have
not got an all Canadian route. The Grand
Trunk and the I. C. R. form a rival route ;
hence they cannot have a monopoly. Mon-
opoly was one of the chief featuresin the or-
ganization and life of the company.

The appointment of Mr, Haggart as Minis-
ter of Railways. (Can it be doubted that he
owes his position to the C.P.R.?)

The general policy of absorption of other
lines by the C.P.R.” The probability of the

United States withdrawing the bonding privi-
lege and hence the interruption of the C.P.R.
business on their road through the State of
Maine. The C.P.R. have always received
what they asked for.

The proposed establishment of a fast At-
lantic service by the C.P.R. General rumors
uncontradicted by Government authority.

In view of all this the public are quite
justified in keeping a watchful eye to the
movements of the C.P.R. and the Govern-
ment.

In Nova Scotia the policy of building and
operating railroads, by the Government was
adopted at an early date; and the road from
Halifax to Windsor, and from Windsor
Jannction to Truro and Picton, which now
forms part of the Intercolonial system, was
constructed and paid for by the Government
of Nova Scotia before Confederation, so that
the policy of Government ownership and oper-
ation of Railroads was established in this
province previous to the union.,

The British North American Act Sec. 108
enacts that *‘The Public works and property
of each Province ennumerated in the third
schedule to this act shall be the property of
Canada.” Schedule three includes Railways,

Further on in .he same act we find the follow-

ing :
INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY,

¢ (145) Inasmuch as the provinces of Can-
ada, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick have
joined in a declaration that the construction
of the Intercolonial Railway is essential to
the consolidation of the Union of British
North America and to the essent thereto of

Novo Scotia and New Brunswick and have -

consequently igreed that provision should be

made for its immediate construction by the -

Government of Canada, Therefore in order
to give effoct to that agreement, it shall be the
duty of the Government and Parliament of
Canada to provide for the commencement
within six months after the Union of a Rail-
way connecting the River 8t. Lawrence with
the City of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, and for
the construction thereof without intermission,
and the completion thereof with all practica-
ble speed.”

It will be observed that the construction of
the I C. R. was recoznized as ‘ essential to
the consolidation of the Union of British
North Amerieas and to the assent thereto of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.”

That the I. C. R. was to be a road owned

and operated by the Government : that it was
not to be a money making apeculation in itself :
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