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PIUS ix.

\'e arc yet too necar the living formi of Pope l'jus IX. to for m anaccurate judgmcent of the man. Truc, hie is dead, and bis clay iscoffincd, and u~ iii soon he buried out of sighit, but men who have filcd(a gil acc in w.orld-thou-ht die slowly. When a figure has becomefamilia-, a part of the ordinary scenes of daily life, it is difficuit to thinkof it as gone, wrenchecl away, filling a part in the drama no more.When another li 'as fillcd the sa;ie place for a time-has acted the ;amepart throughi sorne scenies--theni, and not tili then, do wve knoxv that thepast is past, and the man is really dead. And only then, perhaps, cana just ez-imate be formied of the character of the man, and the nature ofthe \vork lie did. A great and inmportant personage the Pope of Romnemust be-being a link in a chiain whichi may be traced back until thetwilighit of fable hides it, but icaves evidence that it goes fartier backstill. And the gjory is flot mercely that which is derived from antiquity,and flot merely a reflection of past days ani deeds of greatness-but thePope is stili great, greater tlîan any king of the eartlî. Hie is the realhead of one hundred and fifty millions of humnan beings--his word tothiem is both mercy and laxv--bis power goes forth to the ends of theearth, the delicate movemients of a vast machinery are in his control--
when hie curses, millions tremble-whien lie blesses, they rejoice. If tojudge another justly it be necessary to undcrstand somnewhat his posi-tion, then must the late IPope be beyond ordinary judgment, for fewmen can even in fancy grasp the full imiportaince of the power wieldedby the temporal and spiritual head of the Church of Rome. Butaccording to our liglits wve must think and speak even of so great a
person as a Pope.

Born iii stormny times, as to matters ecclesiastical, living throughthe long period of eîghty-five years, which witnessed a series of violentchanges-dying at last while a stormi was thundering through ailEurope, Pius IX., or Giovanni Maria Mastai Ferretti, as was the realnaine of him-was neyer a truc, child of the storm. Not a man of theworld at ali-that is, not a cunning, crafty schemer-and not a diplo-rnatist, but al'together a man of the Clîurch, that is, an ecclesiastic bynature and grace, lie yet seemis to have had but little fitness for the highoffice to which lie was called. lie xvas dceply pîous-dreamt dreamsand saw visions-had amibitious ideas worthy of a Hildebrand, butlacked calmnness and dignity and moral force-so needed to impressthe world. As Priest lie wvas devoted to his duties, doing lus mnanfulwork in an earnest way ; as Bishop lie manifested an admirable capa-city, and had they left himi there lie miighit have done ail denanded ofhim, fifing bis office. But promotion feIl to his lot. First adminis-trator of ecclesiastical affairs in an important diocese-then P>apalNunicio at Naples-then Archbishop of Imola in the Romiagnia-then
Cardinal-and then l'ope.

There xvas great rejoicing iii ail Europe when Car-dinal Ferrettiwas called by the unanimnous vote of the Cardinals to assume thePontifical tiara. For thiere wvas a great opportunity at hand forinaugurating refornms, and lie seemned the muan likely to embrace it anddo the needful work. ''li temporal power of the Popes liad beenmost shamiefully abused. Italy xvas corrupt from centre to circumference-higl-handed iîuthority, a pitiful subjection, and crime at the base ofit ail. It was the ltaly of the dark, ages, against which the Walden-sians hur-led such accusations, ; it xvas the Rom-e on which Martin Lutherlooked and becamie at once disenchanted. Fanatacism everyuhere ;rnisgovernimcnt cverywhere ; and social and political foulness every-where. Work enough for any maui, the cleansing of those Augeanstables. But it was hoped and confidently bclieved that the CardinalFerretti had heart and will for the task. He was personally popularon accounit of bis geniality, his piety, and the capacity he had alreadydisplayed in doing the work of a Bishop.
The ftalians were flot only sick of their own crimes, and in wantof social and political reformis, but deep in the heart of theni burnt adesire for that xvhich afterwards was called " Italian Unification."Centuries Of factious excesses leading to horribleýcrimes, followcd bylong periods of silence on account of exhaustion-a silence wvhich wasonly a dumib degradation, had not been able to cxtinguish the nationalspirit or destroy the deep and passionate desire that the parts of thenatural whole, so violently and disastrously wrenched asunder, shouldbe brouglit together again into one body politic. Not more surely dîdthe Jews look and lèng for deliverance fromn Rome by'the coming ofChrist, than did Italy look and long for the re-union of its dividedmembers. The Italian could not believe in the permanent disintegra-tion and degradation of bis country. It was hoped, and did appear atlirst, as if the new P'ope had got understanding of the temper of thetimes. A storm had' arisen, wvas sweeping with great force throughdivided Italy, threatening to "abolish many abuses and shake to theground some institutions, old, btit not venterable, because not good, andJit seemed as if the Man had come who could guide the storm andcontrol its fury. Hope kindled an enthusiasm which could scarcely berestrained. Pius the IX. found himself the object of a strong populariaffection. But the hope was doomed to end in speedy disappointment.The skies had clcared but for an hour or two-again they gathered

cloud and blackness. It wvas seen that the Pope had neither the becartnor tbe power for the work required of him. Instead of seekîng toguide and control the storrn of revolution, lie set himself to oppose ai-dbeat it down. The first, hie might bave done;-- the last, not a strongerthan hie could have accomplished. He had not measured its force, norcomprehended its mecaning, but dared to stand in the way-he wasswept on îvîth the other obstructions. The Revolutioîî is ordained--itis for the people's good; God's will must be done.
Iii 1848 the revolution ivas upon them; the Pope was beatendown, though lie commanded earth and beaven to send him belp ; bisdetested adviser, Count Rossi, was murdered, and hie himself drivenfroni Ronie-comipelled to wander in disguise, and find a refuge atlast in Gaeta, a Neapolitan town. From thence bie carried on the onlyxvar possible for him, that is, the fulmination of decrees and cursesand such like innocent tbings, at wbich the ýûbjects of bis temporaland ecclesiastical anger did but laugb, most of the civilised world

joining iii.
After a year and a haîf spent iii Gaeta the Pope was restored toRome by tbe aid of a French army. To Rome, but not to the ancienttemporal power. That bad received a shock from wbich it could flotrecover. The wounded man put on fine raiment, covered himself withalI the splendour of earthly authority, but the people knew that thegrandeur \Vas but seeming, and that under it was incurable weakness.That was made abundantly apparent, wbcn iii i 86o tbe King of Sardin iatook into bis own keceping a large portion of the Papal territory. TbatKing had the mind to take it all, as being bis by ancient rigbt, and butfor the intervention of France would have carried out bis purpose. ThePope struggled bard, but was borne along by the resistless marcb ofevents. That temporal sovereignty, which dated back to the time whenPepin, of France, gave the Exarchate of Ravenna to Pope Stephen II.because Pope Stephen IL. had baptized the world and blessedl the devîlin the person of Pepin, a conspirator and an assassin, came to an endunder Pius IX. Completely to an end. The successor of Hildebrandand Innocent II I., who had laid deep and strong the foundations of thePapal power, xvhose word made kings tremble, and whole nations toobey, found himiself stripped of a glorY, wbich for eleven centuries hadshone in the eyes of tbe wvorld, cities, towns, and lands owning himino more-the Vatican the last and only spot on eartb. he could caîl bisOwn.
At the tîmie xhen these events were happening, just wben, as ail,men having eyes could sec. the temporal power of tbe Papacy was tot-tering to its faîl, the P'ope asserted bis own infallihility, a dogmna whichonly a smnall part of the \vorld would accept at any timie. It xvas at besta bold, but ridiculous effort to strengthen a failing cause. It challengedthe blind faith of the people ; from' somte came eager response ; fronisome others a distinct negative, while niany others held it in secret,thouglb silent contempt. Not much better was tbe reception accordedto the dogmna of tbe Imnuaiculate Conception ii 1854. It w-as seen thatthe Cliurch lhad departed front its old conservative Policy, had broughtinto contemtpt the once proud ",Otto and boast of Semper Eaci, andturned to violence and change, to prolong, if flot to greaten its own life.The Cliurch, conscious of losing its hold upon the people, made wild,convulsive efforts to regain its ancient power.B3ut it was too late. bEvery effort ended in failure. France withdrewits protection from the Pope. Viotor Emnmanuel took possession OfItaly, comPleting its unification. Bismarck led the attack in Prussia,and the Falk laws, thougli new, were mightier than all the dogmas OfRome. Iii France, Gambetta fought for the Republic, and won it, inspite of Bourbon intrigues and clerical factions. The Pope might haveescaped such complete disasters had hie been a wiser man, having moreknowledge of the times, and more respect for the Logic of events. Buthe allowed the Jesuits to give him a Policy, aîîd Jesuitism is flot likelYto lead to permanence, because its ailui is to establish despotisni. Thepersonal character of Pope Pius IX. xVas, doubtless, admirable ; lie hadgreat faith and strong convictions, and had he fallen under the guidanceof wise, disinterestedmen, might have failed less signally, perhaps, wouldhave won some great success. But the Ultramontanes wcre bis guides,and they guided him to disaster.

Who the next Pope shaîl be, at this time of writing, we know not.The Cardinal5 are in conclave, and, if reports be truc, harmony is not adistinguishing feature of their discussions. On whomsoever the chOicemayfaî, te hos 11 î't accept a lot of hardncss and trouble. TheCatholic world, Outside of Lower Canada, is flot amiable as to its nîood*Unrest and dissatisfaction prevail. Education is making progress, andsorte changes-thughts Of frcedom for the conscience, and the un iversalright of private Judgment are deepcning and broadeniing ini the hurnlind. In sPIte of ail appearance, we believe that Ultramontanismnî af'etter men have grown weary of, a yoke thcy wiîî not bear nuchlonger. L-et the next Pope pursue a poîîcy of Jcsuitism, 'let hilnrefuse to recogflj5 e the teachings of history, let him continue t"demand a blind belief in impossible doctrines, and the Church whichn0w so Proudly dlaims to be one and United, will be' broken intOa h usn fragme nts and be scattered by the strong breath Of art


