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BOOM CONDITIONS AND BOOM

RESULTS.

t is not difficult to get up a " boom'" in a
w district of great promise, nor even in an
place under given circumstances. But the

inatural conditions which arise under a boom
not easily set aside. We are told that the

despeople in Rossland are complaining
mewhat bitterly of the exorbitant rents de-
nded by landlords in that place. and such
mplaints, we believe, are well founded. As
e Mining Record puts it "When a man be-
rmes a speculative builder in a newly estab-
hed mining town or camp, it is to be expected
at he should realize a profit on his invest-
ents proportionate to the great risk he takes.
oreover, the storekeeper himself is making
rge profits before the day of competition sets

, and can afford to pay a high rental. But

ese conditions no longer prevail in Rossland."
ne would think that the landlords would see

r themselves the necessity of reducing the

nts. If they do not, the Record predicts the
fect will be injurious in the extreme, not only
o themselves individually, but to the business
rosperity of their town. Like other places
he remarkable mining town of Rossland, the
roduct of one of the most remarkable mining
evelopments of the age, is experiencing the
nevitable after effects of a IIboom." These
ffects are salutary if unpalatable, but the
nnatural conditions of feverish boom times
re already in some directions giving place to
,ore sensible and economical arrangements.
We gather from gentlemen who have lately
isited the place, that in matters commercial
and industrial, as well as municipal there is an
rmprovement perceptible. And the improve-
ment is deemed likely to continue.

CANNING SALMON.

A correspondent of the New Westminster,
B.C., Columbian gives an interesting review of
the canned salmon industry in British Colum-
bia during the past year : " The season now
practically past," says the writer, "has been a
record one in a variety of ways. The total
pack of 840,000 cases exceeds the highest pre-
vious record by 360,000 cases, and it is entirely
made up of sockeyes. Quite a number of
cohoes will yet be packed, to increase the grand
total. The number of men engaged at the
work of fishing greatly exceeds any previous
record.

" The chief sockeye run, this year, continued
for three weeks. During that period the run
was so large that, although the forty-two can-
neries on the river were in full blast from 5
a.m. to 9 p.m., on the average, they could not
pack the number of fish furnished; in fact, the
fishermen's chief difficulty for a time was to
restrict the number of fish caught. to the num-
ber of the cannery limit.

" The season has its lessons, and the follow-
ing are outlined as some of them. Better prices
cannot be allowed the fishermen if the traps are
to be continued in competition with them, and
if aliens are to be allowed to take part in the
work. If we must submit to American trap
fishing, then let the fish be packed separately
and branded differently.

The season has emphasized the need there
is for better sanitary regulations. Dumping
into the river fish offal and surplus fish, as has
been done, is both mischievous and wasteful.
Every one admits that a most valuable manure
can be had from fish offal, yet evidently there
is not yet enough assurance of its success as a
commercial venture to entice private firms to
take hold of it. It will greatly benefit the pub-
lic interest and the cannerymen if the offal is
removed and handled in a systematic way;
they should combine in a substantial effort to
utilize the offal. This can only be done by the
Government establishing an experimental fac-
tory, and making a levy from the canneries of
a certain rate proportioned according ta the
season's pack."

À.


