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CONFLAGRATIONS ARE A CONSTANT HAZARD

(Contiwed fr&m page 5)

"(1) Absence eftfire protection, or where good protec-
tion was provided, it wss net available, because et a break-
do'wn et pumps or mains, or interruption et power, or dis-
organisation et brigade.

'l(2) Climatic conditions, usually dry weather sud hîgh
vinds.

"(3) Fire starting in a high or largo building, or
eue wlth very inflammable contents, and su getting beyond
the control ef the tire brigade.

"(4) Prevalence et wooden buildings, and more
especially ot wooden shingle ruets.

'«(S) Narrow streets or isues witii epposing buildings
have uupretected windew epenings."

Atter illustrating his argumente by a revlew et the
chiot conflagrations et modern times, Mr. Laldlaw concluded
as tehlows:

Di' sastrous te Local Coaipadie
"Iu cencluding tiiese commenta on a tew et tiie con-

flagrations which have occurred, niay I again repeat my
opinion, which ia that ne city, town or village, as now but
and now protected, is free trom the danger et a conflagra-
tion. The law et averago is ever ut werk, aud wile tiiere
are great local variatione for a tUme, the expected wMl lisp-
peu later if net sooner. Bocause et such variations, it t re-
queutly happon& that certain cities or districts escape serieus
tires for a time, aud local insurance cempanies or matuals
do well, but wben the disseter comme, even if delayed, it la
a disaster te those cempaules, whose business la local, whule
it is only an incident te the business et a cempauy whose
operations are over a mucii wider fiold.

"Tii. day may cerne when fire insurauce cempanios will
ho required te, declare thoir lîahility lu the. larger tewus sud
cities. In it rlght sud, proper for an insuranco compauy
with assets et $250,000, te b.e carrying a liability et over
$10,000,000 lu eue city? Yet that sud worse in cemparison
ie heing doue lu our midat. Iu Toronto an aunual premlum
iucome et $10,000, trom dwellings, entails a permanent
llability upon the insuranco company receiving it, ot $5,-
000,000.

"Fire inaurance is hased on the principle et distribution
et liability, and cveryr prudent cempauy shouhd voluutarly
imit their accptances lu any place lu keeping with their

whole business, aud if they will net they should b. requlred
te do iso. Look at the. experienco lu Chicago, Boston, St.
John, Baltimore, Chelsea, sud numorous other conflagra-
tions where millions et insuraxice could net ho collected bc-
cause it had been carried by local cmeuiniea witii limited
assets, with ceusequent hankruptcy et mauy who the day
before were well te do.

Pire Insuranee a Basic Factor
ou re inurc la the. very base et credit, through whicii

our ondrfu comerialsystem has heen developed,
btif the hase b. net solid, the. edifice will tumble when

ubaken, sud brlng dowu many innocent iu its ruina.
«Any municipal insurance scee will always uhtimately

break ou thià rock ot conflagrations. A municipality's assots
consiat et the. property et its citizens, aud it eau ne more
saiely masure ltsolt than eau tho individual citizen. if the.
city attempts it, when a conflagration occura the~ citizen tax-
payera have little left te tax, or te pledge as security tor a
new boan. Tiiey are thon oxactly lu the. position et au lu-
dividual pmoerty ewner who has lest a building without in-
anrance. Ho iias te mertgage other properties lu order te
borw ouough te rebuild. In Toronto the'total liahilitios
carried hy the. liconsed lire lusurance companies prohahly
amount te $750,000,000, although thore are ne accurato
figures available.

Sorne Suggeated Remedies
"Now, if my conclusions are correct, sud that we are

iu danger et a conflagration, what aro w. geing te do about

it? Lt seemas to me there are a few things we can do, ai
1 would suggest the following:-

"'Insiat that there bo separation between the fleors
buildings over three steries high. Wýe pay much attentii
tu wails separating adjoining buildings and siiould apply oi
party wall regulations to separato theo floers.

"When buildings oppose one another across laines
courtyards, the. wîndows should bie protected by use of wiri
glass, or a water curtain te, supply a stream of water te ti
outaide of each window when the adjoining building la on fti

"'There should b. an organized re8erve for each fi
brigade. This could bie voluntder, with a small annual a
lowance, but there must be a regular drill and full recogr
tien that they t erm part of the brigade. They should para.
whenever the permanent fully- paid men parade; take pa
in their games; and have the. benefit of pens -ion funds
disabled. They should be called out only lu evont ef a gei
oral alarm, and special alarm signais for use lu such aE
emnergency would require tue ho placod lu their homes.

"Many conflagrations 'have boon due te the brigade ha
ing been exhausted hy a previeus fire, or some et the. rn
sick or away on holidays, and a reserve force should alwa,
bie ready te stop in whon required.

"It should ho prohibited by law that extensive repait
te the waterworks, pumps, reservoirs, or mains ho unde
taken without having previously obtaiued permission fro-
the, fire marshal of the. province, wiio should b.e instructt
te, sec that proper emergoncy measures wore provided, ai
aise that it ho net done during a hot and dry season wh(
everything le meat inflammable.

"Tii. burning of rubbîshin l towns should ho strieti
centrolled, and net permitted excopt on permit from tl
chiot et the. tire brigade, who could station mon te watc
aud extinguish the embers.

"Ail large and higii buildings, unles et firepreet col
struction, witii efficient cut-aiffs botwoon floors, should 1
equippod with autematie sprinkclors.

"Wooden shingles ueed on roofs have proved thomaselvt
toe oune ot the. most dangereus et building, matorials, ar
evory eue sheuld join in a campaigu te stop their future us

"Thoy should ho prohibited hy law from. being used c
any building anywhore which je net isolated over 50 few
trom any otiier building. If tho man who livos by himse'
desfres to hurn himself eut, we may lot hlm, but ho has r~
rigiit te humn out his neighbor aise.

"*Weoden shingles can ho usod on the aides ef building
with shtoty. Governmont sheuld co-oporate toe ncourag
the devolopuient et a choap, auhetautial aud permanent Mo
covering et good appearauco, and easily put on.

"iFiro la a geod servant, but a bad master. Wifl nc
overy eue jein in the. offert te. koep it in its place, and a
a first stop, may I invito you te jeun the. National Fire Prc
tection Association?"

OPINION ON PART TIME AGENTS DIVIDED

Lite insurauce agents of Winnipeg iscussed the par
timner at their associatien's meeting on March, 13. The toi
lowing resolution was lntroduced by R. J. Davis, ef thi
Mutual Lite, sud seconded by, W. T. Hart, of the Polie
Holdors Mutual: "We, the undersigued, agree net te p&~
or allow, or offer te pay or shlow, any commission Or coM'
ponsatien of any kind, in couneetien witii thé placiug et an.
lite insurance pelicy, eitiier directly or iudiroctly, te an2ý
person lu the city of Winnipeg except to a regular full tîrn
agent, devoting ail et uis (or her> time te soliclting lif
insurance for ene compauy; or where a cempauy issues boti
lite sud accident insurauce to sncb agent s saal devete i
(or, her) eutire time te soliciting lite aud accident insurac,
for eue conipany. Tuis agreement aii&ll take effeet as 0
July 1, 1920,,,except as te part time agents new under con
tract, whose contracts shahl ho terminated prier te, Januar,
1, 1921."

No decisien was reached, as the. discuesion la te bo takeî
up again.
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