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Get Ready.
Generosity to the Canadian nun-

litia is justice to Canada. Ail part-
ies in the Domnion Parliatuent
should ulphold the truly nationial
policy of encouraging the niilitia to
grow inlu unbers and efflciency.

It is to be luopeci that Canada
nuay neyer have to fight. War is ani
unspeakable curse, and no Cana-
dian wants war.

Readiness for war is soineites
the best way of ensuring peace.
Five million people ini the riglit
withi the openx sea behind thei, the
e-leîny on the onie sicte and the North
Poie on the otiier, are unconquer-
able, nîo niatter lîow nuany millions
inay corne against thetu in the
wrong.

The militia question is îlot a ques-
tion of party poliis, but of Cania-
da's life, and Canada is ricli enougli
to niaintain a iinilitia force great in
nuinbers and efficiency, for (lefetice,
flot defiance.

This in lte Toronîto Te/c-g-r-am-
Libera-gives promise of better
things for Canada. At last the
newspaper writers s2eni to hiave
realized that an effective miilitia
nieaus soinething more than a brul-
liant gathtring on inspection (lay-
Iliat il is a necessity before wvhicli
party and( cost y ield to effectiveiless.
The best is eéssentialIy the cheapest
when it is a case of placing the
country in a state to sustain ils na-
tional honor.

The efforts whieh are being imade

to secuire the re-entry of Colonel
Waiker Powt:ll tip-'iî lus (uties as
Adjuttan t- Generai, ill be viewcd
wilh great and undisguised satisfac-
tion by the menibers of the uilitia
force. The gallant colonel is per-
fectly able to render mnany years ser-
vice to bis country yet, whatever
inay be ahtenupted 10 be proved to
the con trary hy the certifica te. of luis
1irtll. Now fluaI the force is to be
accorded the recogîtition we have
worked so tuuflinclxingiy il appears
oiîly fair ltaI the tuanit'o lias
worked so long ah Ottawa uinder the
disadvautages of persistent officiai
d iscouragenient should be allowed
bo direct the details of re-organiza-
lion wltich wvill have to he carried
out. A rentlinder of the oid adage
about swvappiug lhorses while cross-
itig the streani would appear t0 be
very appropos iii this connection.

It is siincereiy tb be hoped thal
the Governînient (lues ntliutend to
act hastily lu purchasing single-
loading rifles for the re-armnanient of
the iîfantry. \Ve really consider
Ibis talk about the danger of trust-
ing the conupiicahed miechanistu of
magazine rifles lui the carc of lte
Canadian nuiilitia as alitost an insul
to lte initelli.geice of the for-ce. As
a nuatter of facî how iiiuneli more
compiicaled is the niechanistu of
the Lec-Metford tluaii the Martini-
Met ford or Marti ii-En field ? We
contend thal as the figlitiuig popu-
lation of Canada is nuunericaliy iin-
ferior to thal of our only possiblc
iuva(ler, lte United States, Ilual we
shouid uLteiiiph to inake up for Ibis
inferiority by eslabiishing a supex-i-
orihy in evcry othier respect. \Ve
should have the very best equip-
nment and arnntent for lte iuililia
Ibat thue iorld eaui provi(it. Ce-r-
tainly the nmagazine rifle i- a mtore
effective warlike weapon than the
single-loader. Else wly woul(l al
of the great powers of lte woV0;i(
have adoptec iti ? Th5le single-loader
mnay be as good a ranîge rifle; it is,
as a inatter of fact. But thte iniilitia
(ioes not. exist for the îmrpose o(f
xniakitxg liolles iii canvas largets at
vax-ous ranges wvitlî a ettiid-
grecof exactitude. It is supposcd
to be a figlîtiîîg machine to be ie )tLtl
against largets thiat cali ire hck
If this rL-titru fire is iiv;re ra 1 'id, -Ut
thue close ranîges parhîcularly, than
taI of the uiilitia, S() 1twci l th

wvorse for oti-- ntihonal dfuî-
force ii inte texl war.

Il is very evident froin the budget
speech deli vered ini parliatiien t the
other day Py the Hon. Geo. Flostlî,
Miîîister of Finance, that the Gov-
erniwent is in dead eartiest ini its
miilitia policy, and il is also prelty
evideul Ihat the opposition is dis-
posed to accord the Goveriment a
fair nieasure of 'support provided
the delails of the sclieie presented
by the Goveriiinient are reasouable.
It woutl be wvell for mienuhers of the
for-ce ho iwatch closely the d(Ielop-
muent of the delails and advise thieir
inetihers iu parlianient as the ses-
sionu procedAs, for, we regret Io say,
Iliere is a woeful ignorance of the
re(luireeneIts of the service on the
floor of the House.

There is soxueingii grotesque in
the suggestions iunfthe bine book
about inereasing the useftilness of
the Royal Milihary College. We
have always tloughit, and stili
think, that the governneut lias a
very simuplee eaus ah biaud for tnak-

ulseful, by availinig itsuif of a gra-
ditate of the colieg-e nowv and agalît
lfor service in tlite permanent corps.

It i slated, on wliat we believe
to lie excellenit autbority, that the
govertietit intcnds 10 carry out
cuir suggestion for the eniroliueiu of
thie reseive nilitia, and it is evenl
statcd thiat the reserves wvill be drill-
e( to1 a certain extenl. This eniroli-
nment shouid hlave a fine muoral ef-
fret, for it is jusi about lunie tliat
soujue of our goed people w'ere re-
tiiiided(litua every robust Ca, 1adiani
is eligible for inililary service.
Whlau a ainount of satisfaction
ticre would be iii drillng a squad
of those enupioyees wbo rcgiarly
object ho thieir muen helonlgiiig to
flic active iinlitia and always re-
fuse ho excuse theni froin work for

spccial parades mid drills ?

Captaiii E. T. Taylor, Cheishiire
Reginient, lias passcd the final ex-
aimiation nt the Sta-ff College, and
is tîtus jualificd for opoyî nu
Ille staiff. Captain Taylor, is the

fiît .. :î ~ r~tIli le Royal Mili-
t.a (.i>, - of Caîî:ida, to wil u scb
-11 limotor. 'llîc t .f.w;gare uowv

St lilSkiiutîcr1, R:dStss(:x legi-
Hl. F. Des, )rbîyshire

R~eginiit..and ill i nthie ordinary


