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TIHECBALD;
OR, THE TRIUMPH OF CHARITY.

by Mudume la Comlesse de 1o Rochere, und
published under the quspices of the
Archbishop of fuurs.)
INTRODUCTION.

9 Writlen

LADIES OF CHARITY.
(Contrinued.)
CHADPTER IV.-—— ANNUNCIAT A,

THE

Very early the following morning I reveived a

pote frem ay friend, Mulune I , eontain-
ing these words only—* ‘Theobuld disappearcd
last vight 5 1 am greatly perplexed, and expect
you A% s00D 3% possible.’? 1 threw i shawi over
my morning dress and hastened te the hotel of
the baroness.

¢ How did this happen T asked.

Madame D——— was seated i the ante-
room, and appeared in the greatest angiety.

¢ Heaven only knows liow it loppened; the
child was much better and calmer than on the

previous du |
yesterday 5 he related many interesting  eircum-
stanees regarding his family @ T endeavored to
oive him good advice, spoke to him of his duty
to Giod and to his poor little sisters, to whom be
hwd premised 1o beeowe a father. e seemed
10 listen with pleasure, and surprised me by s
replies, full of goed feeling ; his observatious
were really above bis age.  We prayed toge-

ther for bis futher and mother, and be shed tears |

abuadantly at the remembrance of them.  In the
evening, much aciapany arrived ; [ sent hise into
Clarita’s raom 5 the servapts say they saw o
walking alone 5t dask in the gavden j—in short,
he dis dsappeared, and we bave found vo trace
Lz, aithough T have done everything possible (o
find him.  What think you of it all, my dear
feivad r

¢ T think that this is a very extraosdinary coun-
try, and hope this boy bas not already conceived
some project of vengeance. Did you remark fhat
Lie carvied u stiletto under his vest

+ Madame need not be alarmed at thatr,) said
the ladys itid—who was working at the win-
dow ; * ahmes all the Corsican children carry 2
stilettn xt eight or aine years of xge.  Ttas the
eostom here.’

« What a terrible customn ; and how unensy 1
fuel,? surd the baroness,  ®This ehild interested
me Lo the greatest degree; peshaps 1 was re-
spousible, as n vwas in my bouse; what shall 1
sav 1o lis relstions, when they come fo claim
Wi 2 Are they not sufficiently unbhappy ¥

«Calm yourself? said I. ¢ Theobald not
fost s perbaps be has gobe tu Vesiny, to the
hovel where Lis motber died, or to pray on her
tomb~—whao can it ¥

“That is a very probuble canjuctore,’ sad the
baroness, sutnewhat relieved. ¢ T will send im-
medistely (o Pletrunera.’

+ 1t will be vseless,” said an old Corsican wo-
man, in hee native dialect, wha had been stand-
mg for a few moments in the dovrway.  We
tursed on heaving her voice, and recoynized
Trancesca
who carsied a large basket on her head, filled
with vessels containing water, and covered with
rushes nnd foliage.

Cardo is « sma)l town, now falling into rum,
built on a rising ground kalf u league ifrom the
seashore. It flowrished at the fime when Bastia
was pothing more than a lamlet consisting ot
fisherien®s huts, and was called the marine of
Carde. The water of the spring of Cardo

s

beiwr of extraordinary purity and {laver, has be- |
¢ e ) P the main street, and wus followed by a boy also

eome the obygect of seel eommerce to the poor
wamen of the place.  Francesca, who supplied
awrs, tax very dack, nearly black, and awueh
wrikled,
ouly covering tu hee white b, whien she dinl
ot raise the dlue or binek petticoat orec her
hear, which serves as a mezzave (maatilla) ta
the poor prople.  She was harelvsted, and }'IE‘J'
whole appearances: dennted poserty approaching
extyaine infigence. Bul notwithstanding all this,
Fraucesews desting wight lave been very oril-
int.  She was young and bundsome in 1787,
when Beroadotte, afterwards Cherles Joho, king
of Rweden, was a private soldier in the regiment
of voyal wmarines. He wos employed ou the
works of the road between Bastia and St. Flo-
rent, and often saw the youny girl.  He fell m
Iove with her, aud proposed marriage ; but FFran-
cesen’s Tather refused the offer, because the
youth at that fime possessed nothing but his cou-
rage aud his talents, though both were unim-
peachable. ‘Time pasted on: Bernadotte dic-
tatedd laws to Sweden, and poor Irancesen car-
ned the water of Cardo. We were well ae-
quainled with this cireumstance i the poor wo-
mauw’s 1ife ; and we often wondered among our-
selves of Prancesea wonld have been  lappier,
seated on the throne of Sweden, than she was in
her Taborious amt obscure vxistence.

“Why dn you say it will be useless ta send to
Pieteancra, my good woman 7’ asked the baron-
ess kindly., -

‘ Because the lad you are i

: 1 kept him with me the whole of |

the purveyer of water irom Cardo, !
carry your parcel’

Au ol plaid hamdkerciicl was the 0
| leant from bis horse, 2:d ran o me.
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at Pietranera, but in the thicket out there. I
camiot exactly say where. [ saw him pass yes-
terday evening on horseback, and recognized
him. He was accompamed by Bureica the ban-
dit. They both stapped to drink at the spring.

T offivcd them some hreead and milk, and my |

neighbors filled their pockets with leatils.”

¢ Grorvious heavens ! Theobald in die maguis '
cried the baconess; ¢w child barely fourtecn
Fears of age in such a plac: I

*But is Bureica not a man. with a long
beard, and very piercing eyes U asked § of IPran-
cesca.

‘Eyes as brilant as two stars,” veplied the
old woman, ¢ with a lion’s learr, and hands of
iran ; that man juissed bis aim.’

s he I? T exclaimed, and related my mect-
ing with him the previous evening. Two hours
futer, the Corsican volltgeurs explored the wood
in search of Theobald, whom we susprcted of
some dark project, but they returncd the next
day withant having foun him.

Clarita was much betier; thanks to the ron-
tinual care of which she was {he object. The
poor child was as gentle as a lamb, and most
grateful to her benefactress.  For some tune we
concealed from her the thght of Theobuld, whom
she loved tenderly, and -'wa the death of her
hittle sister, who scon jrined her poor mother in
heaven. The little angel expived in the arms of
the barouess, notwithstandiog our cure and that
of her wet-nurse. "Three days passed, and no
answer arriving from the mayor of Piovela. the
baroness hecame very anxtous. T'he first Thars-
day of every month the ladies of charity, or ra-
ther of thie society, assembled at the baroness’s
hotel, to make up the sheets aud clothing to be
distribuled to the poor ; each member took home
the worle she had comimenced in order to spare
the fund the expense ol making., The Thurs-
duy baving arrived, 1 went to the work-room
like the others;at was one of the large saloms,
beautifully furrished and decorated. About thirty
ladies were assembled, conversing and laughing
as they sewed ; Madame D—- was cutting
out a cottan dress for a poor little girl, who
could not go out for want of clothing.

* We are exactly oge sleeve tou short,” <smd
she. * My maid 15 out and will pot return for

*au hour or more, and this frock is wanted imme-

diately.

¢ I will go and Luy what you require for the
sleeve, and the froek will be tinished to-night)
said T,

* You are always kind,' replicd madame, with
a sweet smile.  Ilock my bonuel, and went to
the shop near the harbor ; in ten minutes I was
crossing the warket-place, my little parcel in
band, when 1 was wecosted by an old woman
whom 7 ouoly knew oy sizht, ¢ How can a lady
like you trouble hersell with carrying that par-
cel? 1ave you no servants?' [ looked at Ler
in astonisbment.

¢ What L say was not intended to hurt you,
carissimit signora,’ pursued she, *for we all love
you in this neighborkood. If you please, T will
call that woman who i3 seated down there. to

¢ No, my good woman,” said I, laughmg;—
¢ Provadence has given me arms, and I chouse to
make use of them.

t These French women are very singular,
murmured the oid creature, in ihe Corsican
idiom ; ¢ however she is a good ludy, neverthe-
fess)?

I conticued my way aund saw a young girl on
horseback ; she entered the market-square from

on hovseback, whom {instantly recognized. 1t
was Tlheobald. T uttered an exclamation; le
caw me al opee, colored very mucl, instantly

< When-e do you cume, waughty boy ?' said I,
tapping him on the cheelt ; ¢ both the baroness
snd 1 have bees in grezt anxiety about you.

“ Indeed, I am very sorry, madamne.  Burcica
promised you should be ajiprized of wy depar-
tere.  How is my poer sister ¥ Theu turuing
1o his companion, be added, ¢ Avouncista, this
19 the Judy.?

Annunciaia Jumped lightly off her horse. She
was a tall and handsome girl, about twenty-five

years of age; her mowing dress fitting closely, |

permitted ber fine figure to be seen, which was
easy, graceful, and at the same tune robust.—

o
o

Her mexzzaro of rich lace did not canceal ber

hair, srhich was durker than the raven’s wing,
“and formed iuto thick braids on each side of ber
face ; lier eyes shone with unusual brilhancy ;—
all the lines of lier countenance recailed the
finest types of ancient sculpture; her cheeks
were deficately red; ber beawtifully-formed
mouth, however, had a disdainful expression, but
her simile, which disclosed a set of white and
most regular teeth, softened the face, which
otherwise would have worn a somewhat severe
expression. She satuted me with grace. * Ma-
dwmne,’ said she, with a very strong accent and

n searéh of is not grateful to you, and also to Madame D

low voice; ¢ my grandiaother and I are most
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for ail your care and kindness to my unfortunate
sister-in-law and her poor children.’ In pro-
nounciog these words she pressed iy hand
with warmth and large tears rolled from her
eyes.

¢ Mademoiselle,” T repled, ¢ we can only la-

ment that our efforts were not crowned with hap-
pier results. The poar little infant is gone to
increase the number of angels in beaven, but
Clarita is much better, 'Will you sce ler? [
will conduct you to the baroness, wio will be
delighted to make your acquaintance.’
I She accepts the olffer with jay. "The coun-
tryman who altended her, took the (wo horses,
tied them to a ring in the wall, tollowing the
custom of the people who go to murket, and
told Annunciata he would take the lawyer’s let-
ter to the Signor Cafarcllis

¢ Go al oncey) said Le; then turning to me,
¢ 1 wait your orders, madame.’

This was the first time that Annuueciata  had
| left her native village ; any but a Corsican girl
{would have been dazzled and intimdated by
what she saw. A servant in rich livery opened
the door of the baroness’s hotel; the swite of
drawing-roors through which we Lad to pass to
the work-room, were all magnificeutly furnished.
The circle of ladies was chiefly composed of the
wives of the highest authorities, and the richest
inhabitants of the town; the greater number

were dressed as for a fete, for the ladies of Bas-
i tia are extressely fond of dress, several of them,
| tired with work that had lusted for some hours,
i were laughing and chatting together ke great
| girls at a boarding school.  They even talked of
having a little wusic to eulives them, and one
had risen at the general request of her compa-
nions, ta place herself at the prano when we en-
tered the room. At the seme instant cvery eye
was turned to the new comer. Aanunciata did

vices, as well as my house, are at your dis-
posal.’

The young girl bowed, The Iladies Cafarelli
then advanced. They both wore the nalional
mezzare, which covered the white muslia hand-
kerchief that encircled the wnother’s head 5 the
daughter wore bers on her {ine chestnut colored
hair.  They bhoth embraced Arnunciata, ws it
she had been an old friend, theugh they now
saw her for the first time.  'U'be laws of Lospi-
tality are such i this country (still in some re-
specls so near © state of nature) that a few lines
of recommendation traced by the hand of a
triend is suflicient to procure the maost pressing
and hearty weleome lor a stranger.  You may in
this way make the tour of the isknd, and every-
where be the object of most delicute attentions,
People will dispute the pleasurs of receiving
you. Jixcept in the large towns Chere are uo
inus i Corsica. Travellers are preceived in the |
houses of the residents, where, with sbnple dig-
nity, they bestow the wost cordul aml raeainl
welcome—-every comfort, in short, that they are
able to offar. The Calarelhs jusisted on the |
young gul returning with them, the strangers’
roow having been already prepared for her.—
They also invited Theobald, but he preferred
staying with lus sister. When they  took llw.iri
leave the Lareness and ( retwued to the wnrk-
room. !

CHAPTER V.—RELIGIOUS 1SNTRUCTION.

T'he following day Amnaneiate acquainted us |
with her hopes and intentions.  I'he 1wo Fabia- |
nos avrived al Provela the eveong  before the
departure of Antonio Loucini.  Lhey were not
seen in the village during the whole of the fol-
lfowing day, and a shepherd had met them i the
tiucket armed with gons and  pistols. Towards l
evening the same man fonnd the pocket-book .7

e ——— e

I not lower hiers ; uo trace of Limidity was visible ;
she advanced with modesty, but without the least
appearance of awkwardness, towards the haron-
vss, whom she no doubt distmguished (rom the
rest by Theobald’s description, for, of all the
Jadies present, my excellent friend was certainly
the most simple, both in dress and manners.—
Aanuunciata addressed her in toucling and ;rate-
{ul terms, with a trembling voice. The deport-
ment of the young gwl was remarkable for dig-
mty ond calinness. "The baroness received her
with her usual kind manner, and taking her by
the hand led her 10 Clarita’ room. This charni-
ing child threw herself into the arms of her
aunt and Theobald, who had followed us.

¢ Naughty brother,said she, < why did you ga
without yaur little Clarita ¢’

¢ Sister,’ replied the lad, with much gravity;
¢ 1 had a duty to perform.’

¢ Theobald is now become the head of ow
family,’ said his aunt, with a heavy sighj ©at
was necessary for bim fo attend the funeral of
his father ; it was only for the day before yester-
day, Clarita, that the remaius of my poor bro-
ther were placed in the family vault.

¢ His body was then found P said the baroness,

¢ Alas! our shepherds brought it home even
before we received your letter. My poor bro-
ther had left us. the evening before i perfect
ealth, and his body came back to us wouadled
and disfigured.” The young girl repressed the
tears which were ready to fall. ¢ Let us wait
patiently, however,’ said she; < theie is justice
in Heaven. The two brothers Fabjano have
been taken by the gendarmes. Ihe supreme
court will avenge us, I bope ; and if they fail
us, in time young lions becomne lions,” said
she, casting a long und sigaificant look on her
nephew,

¢ But why did you leave without apprising me
of your intention, Theobald # asked the barou-
ess, ¢ Did you nol foresee the anxiety your dis-
appearance would came ?’

‘1 was wroug for leaviog without your kuow-
ledge, madame,’ veplicd the boy; fbut our
friend DBurcica arrived in the evening when 1
was waiking in the garden.  1le perceived me,
Juapud the aloe  hedge, and told me to foliow
trisn, as he bad a message for me, and the vicin-
ity of the barracks did not allow of his remam-
ing there. [ knew Burcica well, having often
taken powder to lim {rom my father ; so 1 had
uo hesitation in foliowing him. We wilked on
in silence to the little wood, where he had left
his horse. ¢ Your grandinother has sent me to
fetel you,’ said he at {ength, ¢ To-morrow the
ifast duties are to be paid to our poor Antonio.
¢ \We must proceed all mght; we have not a mo-
rinent to lose. You will afterwards return to
i thavk the kind hearted lady, who has done so
"much for you. Besides, 1 wul inform ber of the
cauwse of your absence’ -- —’

At this moment a servant announced the visit
ot NMonsieur, Madame, and Madewmowselle Cala-
relli, who entered the room immediately. The
signor was a thin man, about sixty years of age,
wilii a serious, though benevolent aspect.

+ Mademoiselle,)) said he, addressing Annun-
ciala, ¢ I have received your fricnd the lawyer
Muletto’s letter, and. beg to say that my ser-

the elder brother, Giusseppe, very near the scene
of the murder, and thus contained several letters
addressed m his name.  Annuoeata felt con-
vinced these two men had commiited the wmur-
Jer; ¢and ne age, added she, *conld bave o)
doubt on the subject.” The conrt must there- |
fore enndemn them to death, and tius would ter- |
miwste the Iong enimily between the two  houses !
of Lonci:i and Fabiano, as after them the fuiily |
was only composed of wonen.

fAnd  what are your inteatious vespsetiag
your uephew ¥ asked the baron -

¢ 'To send fan on the Coutinent for )is educa-
tion, as such was the wish of my decrased bro- |
ther.  Tadeel, there is no tine to be bast, Fr b
has  pusl cemplured his fourtece'b yeae, sud ?
knows netlung but what his mother cauld teach
gim. JUds true that my sboc-insiaw was zovei,
soperior and clever women. e ven. s learig. |
I She coubd read umd write w I the Lreatent fa-
cuity, besudes being acquomned Wil oy ather !
things.  As for e, Tam saroiwt of all this, |
which is very unfortanzte for Theobald., e
will forget the litthe b knows, as he wust o |
remain with ns Ul after the next assizes: foi he
alone saw the eldest Fabinws aim 2t b fa
and must hesr testimony to that eifect.

¢ My auaty’ said the foy, geavely, T have al-
ready told you scveral times that T did uot sce
Fabiauo ; bit when my fatler fo} Jead, | "
stantiy thought it was he who deult the blow.

*w'eil, then, i not that e <ame ihing 27 par-
sued Annuncista, darting o terrible glancs at the
youtk.

The barsaess reflected for u moment.

¢ Madeinuiselle,” said she, at length, in her
persuasive vowrg, fas you posseee s few re-
sources or ieans of mstracitn ot Uivseln, ailow
your ncphew and wece io cemiain with e for
soae time.  Daill send Theotald o the best
school, where he will le e Froueh.  In four
mouths, at latest, one of w3y w7 thaate friends
is going 1o travel on 1l Coutinent, [l re-
commeat your vephow w i, wd e will place
him in #n eseellent sehont al Firis, tic - uperior
of which ts personally known to ge. Will this
jarrangement suit you?

Apnuneiata reflected m her e,

¢ What youare kind enongh o propose is,
withaut doubt, very advantageits,” said she at
lengt; “and yet T foresee a cireins ance which
would render it advisable that 'Pieohald should
not leave me. e is suMt o child, and who
knows ~———— 2

Sae stopped stort, as if fearfut of comintting
herself.

« However, continued Annuneinti, * T consaut,
I know not what T feel in regard to yeu. ¥ou
are an angel, madiine, and it is {inpossible to re-
sist your wishes ; but it 1s aecessary (o consul
my granthnother on the subject.

¢ Nothing can bhe mare natural or proper,
replied the barpness, ¢ Will you write 10 her
to-day ?°

¢1 have already told you I cannct write,! said
Mademoiselle Lonciail with a smile. ¢ We moun-
tain girls are oniy raught to be good housckeep-
ers ; we lnow nothing bat that, If you, ma-
dame, will liindly write the letter, I will ~send it
by the countryman who 15 ic 3ttendance on me.

ther,

ghe
sal

The old lady’s consent arrived in three days.' made them repeat these words of the most
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Anmupeiata then prepared to leave to the
great regret uf the Cafurells, who wished her
to extewd her visit,  Before her departure she
went to take leave of the baroness. She em-
braced Clarta and ‘Theohald * then, takiog the
latter aside—

¢ Rewember waid che, ina low voice, * that
when the heavt his jecognized the muederer it is
as if the oyes had seen the deed performed. At
all events, { slall be fiera the day ol the Giall

She then mounted her horse with the arace of
an experieaced diazon, bowed to us all, and de-
parted. follow,:d by the coantryman.  The ba-
roness » wish of kveping the two orphans with
her was wugsexted by w lively teeling of  Chivis-
tian charire, s were alt the actions of this ad-
mivable wounra, who eagerly seized on every op-
portunity of doing gond,  She hud quickly  dis-
covered that Theebabl possecaad an exeelom
disposition, but that he was violeut an! passion-
ate. Clarita, on the contrary, was very eentle
and full of feeling, being tnnd ad wealo; o1 was
tecessary, thevefore, that veligimn shouldd wet 2y
a check on the are,ax wosupparc and Wil (o the
ather, so that they might both advaeee o lile
withaut des ity frmn the path of viowe, 4
becanme teonin the bivhest degree necessary to
teach thess their Cheisdan dulies, amd that (o
<uch a toanner a8 shieubl pake thew iove pefon,
Very litde time vemarwsd for <o waporiant a
work,  Pnis exeellint woman last uot -
sieat, Seeopeaved Ce Abmighty teasast ber,
eharged U swperiors of the sehool ve justeuet
Theab. b writing, arthogeaphy amd arthmetie,
reserving 10 Lerself, i convert with i Abbe
Durant, bis teligions mstia-tion,  fo vond fa-
tigiing the poads ol hes yoany gy <l toaght
them the eateche file by !

§
them out ou the tertaee she mane

23 b leading
t adnnre,

IR

bat ou il dher same wotaeen, e coitn and dis

rich posdnenions, the vora wah all oo -
nifleence, e ey amd dliunteite se

CAH e wandery aoe bat vie st of the
Most Theho the ercation one et of His will,
aad the chddien thea form. 4 came vlew af the
waoidrons pawer of God, Nest, ealling their
aaenticn b theinselves, she mons teem
the st vioportion o their habe, D et
and siarable Lot o then bt s e
Loty al thedr fetuves 5 o eyey so o eadily
raised to heaten, our resl CONNNy 3 e ears,
apen Lo all v omeus sayads e e sths, cas
prbile of discerning and spmeeming the Biest
Oty :

|'umur!.'

s resl-

wut Wil the sonses, o sl wineh ake
existenee o preat o Liessiny, and entlie as Lo
enjoy abl e ol of Codl < Bar afl Thesw giits)
canticued s s are bud Qe laast of He peaces,
[re le bas siven us detides womind caponle of

Chouawmg Haao a bearr made o adagee im,

soul nieaded 1o enjoy s presence throughout
all ctereity 2 and 1he young people, who already
coaprelonded the power of God, oderstood
alse something of Wis defliite zoomess. Not
satisfisd with teas ling them the dogmas of our
boly rligion, she thousht to inculeate the spint
of it at the swme time tme.  \With the New
Testestument m Ler hand, she ade then follow
withe the - epest iaterest the divine life of the
Word matte Man, in srder Lo save all men, e-
ditating witli thea ou the humility of that God
wha wis content to be born o a siable and to
expire the ere s, therehy teaching us to con-
quer pride ned endure afltiction; on Jesus who
Lad compassion an @l misfortunes ;3 who healed
the siek v’ paedonad the repentwt; who  said
ot Tlimaddf that he was i ! and Lhauble in
heart 5 who taaght his weeip'es that they inust
pardun reir cosmies, nat ses ea times, but seventy
tismes seven, that is 1o say, mdehuitely 5 wlo, o
e torments of His pusaiva, prayed loe His cx-
ceuticners, when a ook would hove peduced
themn w5 ething.  Dweilina pacticeiacly ou all
hat con'dinagre dhe fove of wu reighbor, and
especiatly wu the oblization of {irgiveaess of in-
Jurice, v bupouess exoiieed st leagth: the para-
ble of the Goned Nzmarttan and thet of the wick-
ed survint, whose lo=d i d ko cowpassiou o
i il orgiven a large debl, and win meeting
one of his fellow-servauts, whe owed him an
bundred peore, took hitm by the throat, and
threw hiin into prison, in spile: of his prayers ;—
hearing of this, his lerd sent for Lin, and said—
“ I forgave thee all that debt because thou de-
siredet e 3 shouldst not thou also have had com-
passion on Uiy fellow-servant, even as I had pity
on thee? and in anger, his lord places! this wick-
¢! serant i the bands of justize, and left biwm
there wintd! he Liad fully peid bis debt.  She also
made them comsider the words of our Divive
Saviewi : * Luve your encinies, do good to them
that hote you, bless them that curse you, and
pray fur those that despitefully u<e you, that you
may  be itz children of your Tather who is in
Hoaven ;T and these not Jess sublime—¢ [f thou
bring thy gift to the altar, and tlhtere remémber-
st that thy Lrother hath ought against thee,
leave ther: thy gift, and go thy way ; first be.
recunciled - ta thy “brother, ani then come and
offer thy w1t Then koceling with “thewn,. she . .
sub-
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