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THE VILLAGE MAYOR.
From the German. :
vI.—THE BEGINKING OF THE REFORMATION.

As soon as I had settled myself comfortably
ia v own pretty abode, I turned my attention
10 the school children. These were more like a
herd of swine than like rational creatures. T
began by accustoming them to shake ‘hands with
me when they entered the schoolroom ; and
whoever came unwashed was sent to the brook ;
for I insisted upon ibeir feet, as well as their
tands and fade, bemng clean, and also upon thewr
hair being combed. They laughed at me; but
T begged the cure to stand by ne, and 1 asked
him to preach a sermon ov the advantages of
cleantiness. ¢ That does not belong to religion,
Mr. Schoolmaster,’ said be; *go and attend to
your business.’ However, by dint of perseve-
rance, I succeeded in my efforts.

«'The clothing was next to be attended to.—
“Che children were dressed in ragged parments ;
this I could net change, but I was determined
that they should be clean; and 1 promised a
reward Lo those whose clothes were the cleaest
ut the end of the week. T distributed needles,
pins, pocket-knives, seissors, and other trifles,
which [ bought wholesale at the yearly fair w
the neighboring town, and each received some
ceward for heing tidy and clean. The cure and
uayor, and in factall the villages, laughed at
me ; but I resolutely prosecated my plans. We
must first cimlize the habits of men before e
can succeed in educating them.  With the help
of these tewards I succeeded; and before a
year passed, the children were cleaner that their
parents.- Theu the elder people began to be
ashuned, for ther children’s neatoess was a re-
vrouch to them.  When 1 weat through the vil-
lnge, the young oues would leave their games in
order to greet me. Al loved wme.  They fear-
ed my censure, liked my gifts to themn, and abore
all, were pleased with the stories § refated for
their amusement.

« AW the village talked of my geuerosity ;—
acd certawly T bad spent wuch more than my
fifty guldens during my first year av Hard, Two
of the poorest little children were clothed at my
expense ; and all this was thought by the people
to be done by unnatural means, A schoolmas-
ter in the country wus generally the poorest
atnongst inany poor; ne mMan with any property
would have become a schoolmaster.

« My predecessors had: received presents and
money [rom the pareats; I gave more away
than all the pareats pnt together. They kuew
not what to make of me.  They said that T was
a thief, who had come to live here upon stolen
woney.  Muanwhile, the cure gave the president
ibe mghest certificate of me, annexing some re-
poarks on my preseats 10 the seholars § but as to
aive is not {orbidden in the ten commandments,
aothing war sud, and 1 was at lat elected
~choolmaster for life.

vit,~—~PILOGRESS OF THE REFORMATION,

Now that T was settled in office, my work be-
came lighter to me. [ divide my pupils into
classes, and made ke elder ones teachers to the
yousger: and thus all improved quickly. 1
bought yarn and koitting-needles for the little
girls, raught them to knit, anc gave them what-
ever they made for themselves. 'The parents
were pleased with us; and I paid a poor woman
in the village half my salary for ivstructing the
sirls in-all kinds of female. work. Before an-
other year iad passed, rogs had disappeared from
the school room ; though in sonie of the children
the tnse of dictiness, inherited from their parents,
seemud unconguerable.

Meanwhile the young men rapidly unproved.
{ rend sioud to them, and related stories; aad
an hour spent in this way was the reward for all
who bad been dihigeat.” It is ineredible  with
what curiosity they all pressed -around e when,
oa a Sunday afternoon, [ appointed them to
mett at my house, in the wood, or in the mea-
dows ; all quitted their games ; and even those
who bad lopg ago teft »chool, repaired (hither.
{ gave them a morol enveloped ina story; and
while (hey thought they were simply amusing
themselves, 1 undermined their prejudices, wak-
vned their moral {eehings, asd increased their
knowledge of the world.

'I'be singing lessuns did-uot cause less enjoy- |

ment. ‘There were many of my pupils who had
good voices. The singing-master in the next
town assisted e, and they speedily improved. —
But I could do nothing with regard to the sing-
ing ‘at church, for all the elders of the congre-
zation delighted ' singing as loud as possible.
Tbegged the cure to tell his flock that it would

be much more agreeable if they did not roar at |

chureh. .

& What does that mean 7 said be. [ allow
every oné to ery to God as loud as he likes;—
tukewarmn singing makes lukewarm religion.”

He told the peasants and their wives of my
swnchristian request, and they sang louder than
ever. [ now felt that [ must be more eircum-
speet, for 1 saw plaialy that 1 was not liked ;

that the washing, sewing, kuitting, and sing-
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and that the cure and mayor fostered the dislike
of the people—the former because [ was oot
sufficiently. submissive to his.will ; and the latter
because I never spent a groschen at his ian, and
because I amused the young menon a Suaday,
instead of letting them drink at his ale-house.—
Perhaps I should have been even more disliked,
had not the youths, maidens, aud children shown
great aflection for me; these hindered many
from injuring me, and from them [ received
warning when anything was desygned against me.

A rumor wus oow spread by the women of
Hard, which everywhere found credence, and
which caused me to be feared by all. They
said that ] waus a sorcerer, or something of that
kind. When a cow gave blue milk, or when
anything was stolen or lost, people came 10 me,
and begged me to tell them, by means of the
cards, who or what had caused these events.—
They wttributed the good condition o my three
acres to supernatural ineans, though they saw
me weeding and digging the land. [ saw that
the old people werw not to be disabused of this
idea; my only hope rested in the children, when
who Lad begun to value the trouble I had taken
with them. About five years after | came to
Hard, tn cure, who had always opposed me in
everyjthing, came to me one morning, and, after
flattering me, offered me his cook in marriage.
I refused, perhaps too indignantly ; and he, in
in- revenge, wrote to the president, accusing me
of practices of the worst kind. T defended my-
sell, and with such success, that the®cure’s con-
duct was inquired into, and he was found guilty
of the very crimes be had imputed to me. lle
was dismissed, and another cure, of the name of
Bode, took his place. 11e was qute a different
man to his predecessor ; pious, gentle, and cha-
ritable,  He supported me in all my efforts, and
and tried to improve his flock ; but his sermons
were not hked. “The people saul he was not of
the true religion ; for be did not preach incom-
prehensibilities, as the cure Pllock had done.—
They praised the latter, lamented his loss, and
satd that there would never be such asother mau
1w Hard.

VilL.—THE COLONY.

“ Juat at this time a certain Baron Zebra ar-
rived at Hard.  Me bad just come into posses-
sion of a large and beautiful wood, cousisting of
beech, ouk, and birch-trees, which lay in the
parish of Hard, and which he wished to sell, be-
cause he lived at a great distance. T'he govern-
ment refused to buy it, because no wood wus
required in the neighborhood, and there was no
navigable river near by which timber could be
conveyed to a distance. The baron offered it
to the people of Hard, as the wood lay very con-
venienly for thew; but they were very poaor,
and had wood enough ; besides, il by any chauce
their stock failed, they made no seruple of steal-
mg it from the baron. They therefore refused
to buy it, unless he would lower the price from
mne to five thousand guldens.

“ I'he baron wished for advice on the subject ;
and the cure recommended hin to speak to me,
as 1 understood the affairs of the village better
than any one else. He came tome; and it
suddenly occurred to me to buy it myself, By
plan was ready directly. The baron said be
would take six thousand guldens for it, if T could
procure purchasers. 1 explained to him that I
wished to buy the wood upon speculation, and
that 1 would pay bim hall the sum down, if
he would allow the other balf to remain, for
which T would pay interest. e looked round
my schoolroom, and then stared at me with sur-
prise: he, however, agreed to my proposition,
and the terms of purchase were legally drawn up.
1 took the eight thousand guldens from the bank,
the interest of which the orphan daughter of my
ruardian had hitherto received, paid for her edu-
cation out of my income, and gave the baron the
suin agreed upoa.

The people talked loudly enough now. No
one doubted my being in possession of uuheard-
of riches ; but the old people laughed at my spe-
culaton. 1 let them laugh. I procured the
: necessary implemeats, built a large kiln, bad the
i wood cul down, ard every piece converted into
‘ashes. I had meditated great designs.

[ My best triend in Hard was a young and poor
| peasant, named Lebrecht, whom [ had often as-
I sisted in the management his children, and 1 han-
i ded over my school to him. He was conlicined
| in the situation by the school-commission; and
+ I, only- reserving to myself the privilege of re-
i lating stories as formerly, left the school-house,
and built mysell a hut in the wood, in order to he
near my workmen. They also built huts there ; —
cand we lived very like much Awmerican back-
woodsimen. The peasants shook theic heads at
my foolish undertaking. One acre of wood after
' another of wood was changed ito ashes ; and in
a twelvemonth some hundred acres were laid
bare. The potash thus procured found a ready
sale, and was seut far and wide.  From the pro-
duce of balf the forest 1 gained ¢nough moaey
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ing, were looked upon as pernicious innovations ;

and besides possessing the land, I had now a
lar§e capital in my hands.

built a small bouse upon my land, with sta-
bling and baras, bought cattle, Jaid out the land
in fields and meadows, and carried on farming as
well as iy potash maaufactory. 1 discovered
not far from my house a mineral spring ; and as
there were no batbs near Hard, 1 built an inn,
and published in all the newspapers the medicinal
properties of the waters, the beauty of the neigh-
borhood, and the accommodation for visitors.—
Many people came ; and 18 a year or two 1 was
obliged to add a wing to the hotel.

I gave the mauvagement of the baths toan
honest and diligent family., My capital increas -
ed rapidly. I divided three hundred uscres mto
several parts, and buift dwellings; for { had
wood and limestone in abundance ; and as soon
as a house was ready, I placed a farmer therein.
I chose those who were skilful in their business,
and made the leases as advantageous to my te-
naots as possible. [ became in fact, the law-
giver o wy colonists, These found so much
advantage in settling on my. land, that they
would not willingly disobey we; and my un-
yielding severity towards certan faults soon
banished them from my empire, for all feared
my displeasure. Look there, dear Rodern ; all
those buildings beliind us oa the hill, fourteen w
number, are the extent of my colony.

IX.—ELEVALION OF RANK.

Auwmong the strangers who yearly visited the
baths were many of high rank with whom [ be-
came acquainted. Had I beea dressed as they
were, my knowledge would not have attracted
any utteation ; but in my peasant’s frock, I ap-
peared to them a very clever and admirable
man. I was supposed to be enormously rich ;
and, after the death of the old village mayor,
was named bis successor. In fact, my elevation
of rauk gave me as wmuch joy us bewng chosen
governor or minister of state would have done in
former days. Now ] had attained wmy purpose,
and my wishes were accomplished. T knew the
ingratitude of the inhabitants of Hard. What
else could be expected frem such idle, nean-
spirtted ignorant people? 1 wust have made
them buman, before 1 could expect noble feel-
ings from them.

I carried ou ny design, assisted by the cure
Bode and the schoolmaster [.ebrecht. I con-
tinued my conversatiors with the youths of the
village. I knew, from eight years’ experience,
all the sources of evil in the place, and 1 tried
to stay them, One of the most important wis
the love of geing to law. I made made myself
their attorney. I examined ali the claims of the
peasaats, put an end to their quarrels by means
of fricndly advice, and from that time all the law-
loving peasants came to me as judge. | was
now so placed as to adjust all natters, and to
frustrate all the endeavors of the eountry law-
yers to produce quarrels. "I'bis was an unspeak-
ably great advantage to the village. But, in the
midst of ail this, something happened of which L
had often thought, but had never yet experienced
—something which for some time turned my
brain, and put all plaos of reformation out of my
head.

I was going oue day with a load ol - potash to
Berg, a market-town, about six miles distant,
and ‘where my agent lived. I bad laid a sack of
beans on the top of the load, and just as [ en-
tered Berg, it fell off. A boy who was passing
saw the sack fymg on the road, told me of my
fosy, and I took it upon my back, in order to
carry it to the wagon. Just at thal momenl, a
pretty, town-clad matden passed me, and asl
looked at her, a strange feeling came over me.
My hat had fallen off, and Luving the sack on
my back, I could not stoop to pick it up. She
saw tay dilemma, and kindly taking it up, gave
it me. Whether I thanked ber or not, 1 do not
even know, but T followed my wagon into the
town as if in a dreatn; I could not forget ber
sinile.

I had a little bedraom at tny ageuat’s house
always ready for me, for [ was often obliged to
remain all ght at Berg. This day, however,
T bad finished my business early, and had inten-
ded to return home; but I ceuld not resist re-
maining at Berg, in the hope of seeing the mai-
deo agam. I could not quit the window, and
stood gazing into the street, until I vwas called to
dinner. 'T'o my surprise, on joining the family
'at table, I found the maiden there. Tsal in the
_place of honor, as usual, and she was opposite
‘me. I could not eat. 1 saw only her black
. eyes instead of my food.

' % Who is your visitor " said [ to my fiiend
" after she was gone.

i *Itisapoor girl that my »ister, the cure’s
| wife, has educated,” replied my ageut’s wife.—
‘| % My brother-in-law is just dead, and as my
sister is going to leave the vicarage, she sent
this girl to me for a short time.”

_This answer pleased me much ; but o purt of
it more than the word moor. ¢ Then [ may

| bope,” thougkt 1. T was not poor, nor very!

to pay the n—zmainder of the purchase-money ;

ugly, and ouly two-and-thirty years old; but I

cily maiden. My ‘spirit was troubled.

Soon after, in passing by the kitcken, I saw
the maiden busy at the fire. Her kitchenapron
made her more lovely than ever. My courage
returned. In the evemny I heard the sound of
music as I sat in my own room: it was she play-
ing on a miserable pianoforte. | cotered the
room whence the sounds came: she was alone,
and her face became crimson when she saw me.
[ begged leave to tune the puano lor her; and
after 1 had done this, she played to me. Never
had wusic so delighted me. She showed great
taste and capability, and 1 felt asif in heaven.
She way surprised that [ koew anything of music,
and that my language was not that of a common
couatryman.

“ Are all the peasants in your neighborhood
as educated au yourself, «ir 7" asked she, smilug-
ly ; at which T smiled in return.

[ proposed a walk, aod she consented.  She
looked more beautiful now ; for the aw changed
the paleness and sorrowfu! expression of her fea-
tures into cheerfulness, and almost mervivent.—
We sat together at supper, and afterwards spent
an hour pleasantly at the piano.

1 could not close my eyes that nigbt. 1 re-
mained the next day at Berg. [ felt confused
and embarrassed: wy aweart ached: asd the
third day, when ! returned to Hard, { was veally
ill.

X.—THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE WORK.

All my busivess was now at & stand ; at least
my zeal was gone, for | thovght of nothing but
adorning my house. [ hought an excellent piano,
and made many additions 1o my turniture.  The
next week, when [ went with my potash (o
Berg, 1 dressed upsell more carefully 5 and
when 1 saw the church spive of the town, ny
heart beat violently. My agent and s wife
received e kindly, ag usual, and the aden
grected me as ao old acguamtaace ; from lr
blushes [ thought she was glad to see me.  The
piang was opened, and | whispered to her thut |
had bought un excellent ane, and should like
much to hear ber play apon it. [ dared not <ay
more. \We walked together, and tatked upon
every subject but one. | passed another sleep-
less night, stayed the next day, and when | bade
her adieu, she said,

“ Shall we see you again nest week 7

day, uad left, reproaching mysell that 1 had
not had courage ta say more. I wandered thro’
my colony at Hard; I considered all 1 bhad
done ; but nothing pleased me. [ could not
contentedly say that all T done was good : there
was something wavting—the cousecration of
my work by beauty and love.

I weut to Berg as [ had promised, and the
kindness of my reception gave me courage.—-
During our walk, [ told ber how fong the time
had appeared since my last visit, and how much
1 had longed to see her again. She answered,
ingocently, that she was always glad to see me;
that she was lonely there ; and found no sympa-
thy from those around ber. [ drew her arm
within mue, and there was a long silence @ for 1
had overstepped the boundaries of custom. She
withdrew her anin ; and T said, tremblingly.

« How can people he uasympathizing towards
you?”

T could say no more; we returned lo the
louse ; and I invited iny agent and bis family to
pass a day at 1lard.

* Mademoiselle Augusta must also go with
us,” said he ; “she goes back next week to my
sister-in-law.” He showed me the letier, in
which the day for her return was fixed, My
happiness was gone.

In the evening, as T sat by her at the puano, [
said,

“ Do you really leave us /”

Her hands fell from the keys as she answered
in the afficmative. T was gloomy and miserable ;
and when I bade her good-night, 1 kissed her
hand, aad the tears came inte my eyes. I re-
mained at Berg till Saturday, when the whole
family accompanied me back to Hard.

‘When the beautiful girl sprang from the coach,
and trod my land, then a change came over me,
and I felt that my work was sanctified by beauty
and love. The strenglh and energy of man cun
do much in the world.  Woman sanctifies all his
efforts by love. She wakes in him the sense of
the beautiful, and crowns bim with the victor’s
wreath of domestic happiness.

Xi.~——THE GREAT DAY OF REJOICING.

My guests took . up their abode in the new
hotel, and 1 gave orders that they should be
made as comlortable as possible. . The agent’s
wife made many comments on my heuse, and
wanted to know why I did not lwe more luxu-
riously. , v ‘

1 could do so as well as others)” saud [, not
without a little vanity ; “ but I do not want lux-
uries to make me happy. I will do without them,

in order to have enough to mive to those who
want.” :

i
1
i
|
i

No. 34,

My ugent shook hia head, aod said, ¢ You are

was a potash manufacturer, and the an elegant |a wonderful man /™

The aiden looked at me with sypathiziog
eyes, auvd wuy the oniy one who defended me.
“Who wanty lutunies where pesfect neataess
reigns 7' suid she.  Does the possewswn of
mahogauy tables, china cups, or silrer sporns,
add one inite: 1o our happinass 2"

I led my defender to the piano ; [ showed her
variouy vajuab'e little trifles ; and at fast conduc-
ted her into my gardeu. Sbe looked round with
delight, avd excloined,

* How beautiful it is here I™

“ And will you leave all this?” saul 1. Do
you think it will be as beautifnl wheu jyou are
gone!™  She way siant. # Stay bere,” con-
tinved I; « you are loved here more than you
will be anywhere else”™  Tears alled her ey'o-.:
shie looked at me. * Stay,” repeated 1; <ty
without you [ conuot be happy.”

She ~aw my agitation, and aeswered, - |
would willingly remain beee,  lere < tme bap-
pness !

€ Share 1ty then, with me,” cried T You
are an orpliun, und there 1 09 aue o oppose
your giving your hand and hewr? to me.”

“ 'l\rul_v: [ hase no pacents 5 T am vecy pane
but what 1 have prontised [ wilt SlRL T owill
take no inportunt step withau! ibe conseat of
my kind foster-mother, and alse of one min
whotn T honor above all on the enrth.”

* Who is that waa 1 asked !, anviously.

The noblest in the world, My father dind
miserably, and had, by his indiseretion, made
this man unhappy. 1 was torsaken by all, but
this young tnau took pity on e, He chose e
a guardian, aud spent the little he bnd upon my
edacation. 1 bonor bin as o father. e kept
bis residence seeret from me, but my zuardian
knew where he was, [ wpole twa letters (o
thank him for wll he bad daue, but 1 have re-
ceived no answer, L owilt de unthing withond,
lis coonent.

¢ What i dis name 1
if he be in Ameriea”

# Engelbert " che replied,

[lost my «peech; but at Jast 1 ~tammoered,
“are you Avgnsty Jenz 77

4 Yeu," ohir veplied, with much surprise,

o took her hwnd, ded bee oy adesk,
showed lier her two letters,

“How did you obtain thess lfetiers ™

Y

| wilt seek hun, even

and
+he

# [ promised to visit 'Berg the following "hars- i asked.

1 wn Fogelbert, and your lather was
wuardian, 1 replied,

She «ank on her knees wt my feet, kicved my
hand, and would not let me raise her up. ¢ Let
me he here,” wiid she; * 1 have often wished to
thank my beaefactor.™

CWill you leave me 77 wad 1.

“ Nobedy but yoo has a right 1o contenl 1e,”
she replied.  ** What you command is my will.”

* And it 1 command nothing-—if T weee pot
Engelbert, and if Engelbert opposed ns, would
you leave me 1"

« She turnvd ber face to mine. It way the
hapmest moment of iny life, for we were pow
betrothed.

“'The agent and hix wife were astonished
when they Leard all this. ¢ There is more than
one Engelbert in the world, said they: ‘we
should never have dreamt of this.’

¢ If T hul heard your name at Berg, said
Avgusta, 1 should have discovered you loog
ago ; but you were only called * Mayor’ there.”

“ | rook her theaugu my colouy, [ related the
listory of my life, explained 1o lier all my inten-
tions, and confided to her all wmy thoughts, |
declared she should not again leave fard: and
the cure Bode published the banns in the church
next day. Augusta wrote to the cure’s widow
who had brought her up; and I added a few
lines to her letter, saying 1hat the sum should be
paid as usual 1ill her death. Augusia remsined
at the hotel. ‘There was murch 10 be  done ia
my house, and <he arranged evecyliing sccord-
ing to her own laste. The lollowing. Sunday
she entered wy roow, dressed in peasant’s eloth-
ing. She had laid aside her city eleguncies, asd
appeared in the costume of a country maideg.-—
A fortnight after, the cure juined our hands at
the altar,

Xil.—A FORTUNATE MISFORTUNE.

Augusta now reheved me of my  household
cares, and | devoied my thae 10 the business of
the village. \We had been married about two
years, when oue night, arising from carelessness
in a house, the whole village 1ell a prey (o the
flames.  All belp was vain.  The peusants stood
looking on, stupefied and unable 1o move, while
people from the neighbaring villages histened o
our aid.

Only a few buildings remained. [t was 2
great misfortune.  The government hardly b-lp-
ed us at all ; but still T hoped that good would
arise out of this evil. [ wrote to the gorern-
ment respecting the re-buildiog of the village,
and represented the possibility of avoiding wnch
misfortunes ia ‘fisture, by obliging ruch landowner

my

to build: his house in the renter ol his' property.
-



