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#ISTORIC DOUBTS 'CONCERNING 'THE
13 SUICIDE OF JOHN SADLEIR. -

T .. BYsRe We Asy OF D, - .

“[We:received; several weeks ago, this thoroughly-

extraordinary speculation; and, we confess, hesitated

to pr

it it-=—thinkinig oo superficially that the emi-
aeht, erudite, and “eccentric writer. had allowed that
subtle :and’ingenious vein . of his to betray, him into:
a position, still: more- absurd; however: logically. -‘for'—:
tified, than that in which'be questioned the!existence
of Napoleon Bonaparte. ‘However, as'revelation
after revelation of Sadleirism is recorded, each more
startling. and unaccoufitable than the last; where 'is
the possible harm of ‘ushering, before the public. one
that 5o far, surpasses and sets at ought -them:.all 2—-

Nationdi: sy le e o BRI

Sir--'Wlhen ‘the startling intelligence first spread
abroad ‘that ‘the, notorious. Joha Sadleir had put a
sudden, period 'to kis existence, ; there appeared to me
uothiog.of improbability in the.occurrence, . No in-
consistency between the antecedents of the individual
and - ¢Ais—the. abrupt. close’ of--his ‘career—nothing’
very “extraordinary in such a'-consummation of the:
destiny of such aman. 1 really took it for granted,
or-for-proved, that, led on by the lures and the needs
of ‘pecuniary 'speculation, ‘and-a political ambition—
such as it was—he had “first raised thousand after
thousand; by ‘daring and “unscrupulous’ forgeries and
peculations, and - that now, at last detected, or on
the very brink of  detection, he had, of the two al-.
ternatives before him,: boldly preferred the suicide’s
sudden: plupge t into - the:gulf . of  eternily, to- the
felon’s*ddom, .which: élse -inevitably awaited himi—
Such were my ideas on the occasion ; and I looked
forward simply to the production before the public
eye; ot sad item aftér sad item of the fabrications
and ‘swindfiggs, of ‘the wretched self-murderer, until
the' éntire; extent’and depth. of bis villainy was, so to
speak, fathomed | and. buoyed ofi—all the misery . he.
bad entailed ‘on all his.ictims;had - been : ascertained

b -

—and ‘there:an ; end. . When;:howeéver; éven: the |

first imperfect details-of «fhe first day’s inquest came;
under. oy ‘ootice, I 'could nat refrain’from"corceiving
a serious persuasion, - that the reality of ‘tli¢" case ‘to

be investigated; was not entirély of that 'simple;” un-1|

equivocal character ‘which.the appearances. seemed
to dénoté—n persuasion which had been fortified 2nd
confirmed . by .subsequent reports and proceedings, to
such'a degree,. that I.do not hesitate deliberately to
declare it was my conviction, that reasons of a solid,
reliable character, ‘existed for believing that Mr.
Johp Sadleir bas in reality not committed suicide at
all, but has simply been playing us all’ the slippery
trick so ‘well known both in history and romance, of
2 pretended death, dand " a suppositious corpse ; bas,
in fact, been-merely capping . the climax of his for-
geries, by.a dexterous forgery of. himself.

1 dare say.not a few of your.readers will feel dis-
posed to set'down this"assertion of mine as a_little
wild ; nay; some, perbaps, even in. some:small de-

gree, shsurd: - They' are heartily welcome in’; the '

ficit instance to'such an opinion, provided they. will
in the secand put themselves to the trouble. of con-
uing over my facts and arguments ; and.when _they
bave done -this, to thé full, Ushall be alile’ to rank
them severally, I fatter myself, among the warmest
partisans of my opimion. ., 1. o nil L.
iWith. these .prefatory: remarks,- I venture, Sir, to
lay : the following 'ha‘stily‘-"-*written” memoranda-before
"Qu':‘_"_‘.:i A Ea LY B L R L P A N

a1

1st. : When® we" Eome to, ook’ nareowly, into the!
features of this'extraordinary, cise, the first fact of.
anyleading importance that presses upon our.attention

is, that on:the ;particular.. Saturday of. the .alleged
suicide,:.a : very:largé sum.of -money~—thirteen hun-
dred:pdinds—was'paid by Mr.!J. Gurney" into- the

bands ! of -Mr. ' {Sadléir,a “sim’ of *which - from “that’

time 'to’the present; ot the slightest trace has been
foupd,, M, Kealins, aléo’on’the, séeid 447 in-
quest, speaks. of: 2.bank note of.'a thousand, pounds.
which, was not to. be found,,among.- Sadleir’s: effects..
Independently, too, .of; :this £1;300. clearly -made:
away: with, ‘it iad ‘been reported-/that'a large remit-
tance -iwhich-had reachied his hand‘some days. previ-
ously, had rot been lodgéd=—a further, suin to be ac-
counted for;"and on the final Saturday he ‘was en-

i8S eyés, owe find: Mr., John -Sadici;
suicide intent;; ‘intent,, also, on making away with
the money.iof .othersc.as -largely-as-he : could, and as.
eagerly Ja'lsv-tho Ii-

riey’s worth ough
in‘his yes,

et it—difing whick

Yoy ]lmé?. ‘-‘ Srues aieE EN
time; he wyas always borrowing:
where is—-not merely:their.mon

-but:all -tke.: mil-

lions“ofmoney :through:whick he:is supposed to-have:

| himself that no assets are available.
| have spent such 2 sum ?

{at the earliest at- half-past twelve o’

vill |.soon"'a
- |'takes plal

hen ask: yourself::

gone within the last four years, and of which he says
~ Low could he

2od. Tn Paris and Fonblanque, ¢ Medical. Juris-
prudence,’” vol. 3, page 24, I find the following im-:
portant principle as to the period wkhien ¢ rigor mortis,’
or the state of rigidity of a dead body, becomes
established :— - ' e
"4 Tt may be laid down as'a general rule that the’
more sudden the death the longer is cadaverous stiff-
ness from taking place.”
And ‘it is further stated as to
death:— - D .
- %If a body in such cases be cold and stiff -we:may’
be certain that more than twelve hours have elapsed:
since the fatal event.” L T
Let us apply these truths of medical jurisprudence
to the case before us, and I am much mistaken if the
results arrived at.be not somewhat startling. Mr.
Sadleir is last seen at his residence on Saturday night
by Mr. Norris, bis solicitor, shortly before eleven
olclock;  and: by Elwyn, his butler, at half-past
eleven o’clock. At the inquest the latter witness
states that his master must have left the house be--
tween balf-past eleven o’clock, when he weant to take
the tea things away, and a quarter before one, when
he went to fasten the front door. . a
Thus, in any case, Mr. Sadleir could not . have
reached Hampstead . before twelve o’clock, at the
earliest, and might not bave reached it before half-past
one at-the latest ; and supposing him to bave really
committed suicide, that event would have takenplace
clock, and at the

cases of sudden

latest at, say two o’clock. R
These data being thus fixed, let us now turn-to
the evidence, at the inquest to ascertain whes, and
under what conditions the body was.discovered. ..
“Policetnan’S 323, ‘deposed that he « was called'to
‘the ‘body on Sunday about a quarter -before nine . in’
the morning,” and he adds that ¢ the body was. quite
cold and.stifft? "~ " St

“And, Mr.. Robért ‘Nicholl, surgeon, of . Hamps.

:| stead, -deposed that he s siw'thig"deadbody - of - Mr.

Sadleir: at ~twenty . minutes : before- ten o’clock, and
‘that the body.was quite cold and the limbs rigid.” -
"Regarding, then, the evidence of the surgeon as
corroboratory of that of the policeman, we may
safely take it as proved that the body in question, be
it. Mr. Sadleir’s or be it not, was quite cold and stiff
at'a quarter before nine o’clock. But we have al-
ready established half-past-twelve as the earliest hour
at which a. suicide could have taken place, which
‘gives us as the greatest possible interval which could
have elapsed between the supposed suicide and the
finding of the body cold. and . stiff precisely eight
hours and a quarter. . A result which contrastsrather
strapgely with the maxim from which he started, viz,,
that ¢ if a body in such cases be cold and siiff, we
may be'certain ‘that more than twelve hours have
elapsed since the fatal event.” L

"All ‘standard authorities on medical jurisprudence
concur-in inculcating a spirit of caution—nay, even
‘of scepticism, as to the identification of persons¢ found
dead.” . This quotation of the following passages may,
in corroboration of this statement, be ‘considered not'
altogéther 'inapipropriate.’ o
“t

der the head “persons found dead,” Dr. Guy,
in his treatise on Medical Jurisprudence, p. 278,
speaks thus :— One general rule may be laid down.
‘We should never .content ourselves with- the' mere
passive _exercise of our: senses.or judgment. Tt is.
not.enough to:see the -objects which actually present
themselves ‘to. the eye. “We must look for such.as
‘are not abvious at the first glance. To'the correct-
.ness of good, observers; we must 2dd the intelligence

'of .a hasty decision, and:remember that the apparent
cause of death is:not:always the real one.., "A:: man:
‘may die a-natural death, in a situation. or.under ‘cir-

1.cumstances which.may. cause :suspicion’ to’ fall ‘upon |

the.innocedt, and tlie thurderer (or the swindler)'may.
place his victim (or his subject) in a situation which'
'may lead to thebelief that the deceased ‘died by his
own hand.” e e

~ And further—* Aud the. place in which the body
'is found,.the first .caution is not to conclude too

| bastily that the spotin:which a body is:discovered, is
eh | that in which d '

eath'actually took place.” 1
tnigséés,” “says Dr. Beck'(Medical Jd~

| e When wi . r. Bei dical .J,
rispridence; pagé 409), “swear. to the-identity of.a
.dead.person,; unless . their, causa scientt, or means of:
;identification . consists ‘in scars, tatooing,: or .other in-

|idelible:marks, itheir-evidence “should  be taken “with
‘| theutmost* possible -caution by’ 'the jury, for’ very|:

et f | "ﬂeb;th
fakes place that it
tives to recognise.them.

To. th

append; the; following s~ - .:

ha total change of the features.
inpossible for the; nearest réla-
posible for -the. hearesL.1e

-foregoing: extract, I-may not iﬂaﬁbb;if'e'lyj

{-or trustworthiness is the evidence of this same Elwyn:

© |ing .the last: mouth or two,”. and:that-lus- master’s

-and invention of dn experimenter.. - We must beware. .

| a dozen tottering Banks and Railivays, lo say.nothing

|'tion; ‘a5« to:: whethér = dark hair-(Eanscbe? artificially {

discorery-of a dead body, its situation -and. attitude
should never bie disturbed, uatil it hds been examined
by competent persons. - We.may, for example, find
the deceased in a posture which he could never bave
himself assumed, 'whence we should -be -1ed to con-.
clude. that he had not fallen by his ‘own'bands. 'In’
the case of the disputed suicide.of the Earlof Essex
in, the tower,"uch information was lost. by.the body
having been stripped and.removed before.a due exa-
minmion9 took place.” —Paris and Fonblanque, vol.
iy pe 190 s
_ To the foregoing . passages, whose application-: to
the case in hand is' obivious to every:reader, T-may:
append the follow{ag :remarks as a ® partial ‘comment-
ary:— . o Lot TE T’ B
Ist. Although such should bave been” done, the’
body was removed to the Hampstead workhouse,
without baving.-been examined by, any. competent
person. ' ' oo
. 2nd. The body was not identified at the inquest
by any individual whose causa scientie consisted in
any knowledge of. the body by marls or peculiarities
of structure. - Nay, extraordinary to'relate, the sworn'
identification: of ‘the: tbody ‘as that 6f John: Sadleir
comes not from iy irelatives of, Jokn Sadleir, al-
thongh several 'of them.were in'London, and appear
at the adjourned inquest, but from a:servant named
Elwyn, who', had been. in-Sadleir’s.employment but
eighteen months. It is-upon -theevidence of this
person,-and this person only, that the body wasiden-
tified for the jury. Indeed; it so.chances that one
passage in the evidence of Mr, Morris, the solicitor,
enables us to estimate of what extremely little value

in this particular; for, while the latter. siates, (hat
“ he had not observed any change in his master dur-

“ manner on Saturday was the same- as. usual,” the
jury are, on the contrary, informed by M:. Norris,
that: Mr. Sadleir ¢ latterly appeared haggard,” and
that:“ lie noticed:an extraordinary éhangein his ap--
. pearance:during:the’ last’ week?-=that’he' “seemed to
be gite boriédoivh “diring thelast faw 'days”—<and
that lie was restless and ot in his. ustal ‘tempera-
ment.” T 0 UL
As to. the identification of the body, it may, in
addition, be not undeserving of remark, that the re-
ports in the public press speak of:a change- in the-
features of the deceased, and of ‘his looking older
than hereally was, - - - - )
3rd. Tn -the evidence of Elwyn, the butler, dne
circumstance is vecorded, to my mind of a most im-
‘partaut pature, and which I cannot better introduce
than by the following appropriate extract from Paris
and Fonblanque, vol. 2,.p..18:— . . :
¥ In conducting our inquiry, “the-most trifliog inci-
dents connected with the deceased should not pass’
unheeded ; for however unimiportant they may at first
individually appear, we.shall often find that, in com-
bination,. they will afford the principal data for, the
solution‘of our problem. With hiow many examples
will the history of crime presentus, sshere.the most
minute circumstances have -alone. furnished the con-
vincing :proofs of guilt?: Their .apparent insignifi-
cance tnisuch cases would 'seem to exempt them even
from the:usual.precautions of ‘concgalment, and more’
especially’ from those artful medsiires by which the’
designing criminal seeks to'cast'an impenetrable veil
over the more direct evidences of 'lhlil;c?."‘c"ri_rrie‘_.’f -
The. .circumstance ,-in:the ‘evidencetof: Elwyn, the
butler; to.:which' I+ allude; is- the following. ‘After
reading to-the jury’ the memoranda'in"which. his mas--
ter-directs him' to- get “the essential’ oil 'of almonds ‘at
Maitland’s;' the following testimony.is given by, him
(I quote! from the Times.). . ... e :

« Mr." Sadleir_had_previou

fr.; Sa ) ;l}.thét-,e__ge,\ning_ asked
'him to .clean: two bottles, and place them on the side-
board,-which+he did...-He (ivitness).did:aot’ know
that it tvas péison-thatihe had:to: g'eft-’-"'at‘-‘Mr.“;'Mai,f_-_‘
land’s. ‘He thought it was some"ingredient in a hair
‘wash;. which his master was 'ﬁoiﬁé‘f'(o;:pi;jq',:tlie - two,
bottles ‘which bad been placed on, tli¢ sideboard.”

. A’ truly -singular, a'*most:.extraordinaiy.piece: of
evidence; this—a man:who.has:jastposted:-a letter:
to his sister-in-law, informing® her'of:!his'intention to
corinit.sdicide, whb hag séat” ouhito *the Chemists
for a bottle ol ‘poison, and who has the carss,of half.|

aa

of frands__and:forgeries. beyond count,: crushing. his:
racked.and guilty: brain into. 2 mummy, is engaged.as:
a. prelude :to his.extraordinary endin preparing=-a
‘hair: wash -4 = T PR T DI

f
f

.......

U Itis'a fact-and'T thought j¢‘rathet a”
P .. e " zuardisa al

that “altioit‘imchédiately” {eviohs 1o Fedding, the
ce'oF evidefiea {ist cited,, I ha:beé Feading in

‘piec

Rl

¢'of ‘evidenie :d, T had;been; reading: in
very. work of.Dr.. Taylor,, the foxicologist:which:
|Sadleir;. it is stated,;had:been: perusing:on the day of
Xis ralleged-death,; Dr. . Dils:discission:.of “the; ques=:

try; that the: g‘I'tya;c'_,re]igioncwyauld-fs‘ﬁow.b'gff_as'-lifgs- o

AThor;? W

of recent
sult. ) .
~Oge thing I bold to be abundantly clear, that no
theory asto the fate of Sadleir can be satisfactory
which' will not take the account of, and’satisfactorily
account for, this siogular item of ‘Elwyn’s‘évidence.
_4th:" One wordas to'the plice in which” the' bady
wasfound. Tt has appeared to-me very strange, that
a manintending to make away with himself, by 'a
poison, instantaoeous in its effects, shodld tradge out
to Hampstead Heath, in the middle of 'the night, for’
the purpose, first putting idto:his'pocket a ' piece - of
paper to tell his name. : [n'short the doing so; were
putting oneself to a' deal of troublé, for a0 intelligi-

inveation which effectually ﬁrbdu'ce"the re-
: ' AR ¥ | i :

| ble purpose.  But n very intelligible purpose is'sug-

gested by the following bead of inguiry, ‘extracted
From a long list of such from the:2nd: vol.-of Paris
and Fonblanque’s Medical Jurisprudence :— .-

¢ Whether the spot in question be of a description
to ‘explain the cause of the decensed having been:
found there, or how far its retired ‘situation excites
the .suspicion’ that the body had been conveyed for
concealment or.some other purpose.” -

- I had intended adding ‘some remarks'tipon the ex-
cessive ease with whicha body'for the nonce could’
be procured among the 24 millions of “the population
of London, as well-ds some other points which might
be of intérest to your readers, but as this paper bas:
already exceeded its limits, I forbear, at least for
the present. : R

WHO' USES THE IRISH
. . 'MENT? . . .
. (From the TVeekly Regisler.) . - .
.St. Francis of Sales: (says- the compiler. of  the .
beautiful little book called his « Esprit,” one. of ;the !
works which in modern English'are called—-ana), -
complained of a preacher who preached’against those!
who neglect sermons. % We were. there® .said the -
Saint ‘“and be should: bave .preached :to: us; not to
those who bad staid away.”; ,Weé are in.some:danger -
of.a like. reproof when'we wrile of .the_Irish :Estab- -
lishment. -The : Protestants: of :England bare. the
power to do away, with that organised iniquity, - far
‘the most monstrous on.the face of.the:earth, and we
.believe the majority of .them. would iasist:on doing.:
away with it, if tbey koew its veal ..deformity ;. bat
unhappily. there are few precepts of - the. moral . law
‘which they wauld not ratber break:than. their rule of
never reading anything . which thiey - know: to be writ-
ten by an English or. Irish -Catholic, and no. article
‘of their faith which.they would not rather.reject than- *
believe what, hie writes, even if it had: the tuck to be
brought before .them. Catholics in England, and .
even more in. Ireland, may:ask, Why-tell us what we
know only too.well, but cannot help ? -, The- fact is,
however, that.all-of us need to bave what we kaow
kept before our eyes, and still more those, who have
a‘general knowledge: want details, not for their.own -
satisfaction, but to-answer the unscrupulous asserctions -
of opponents. - : Besides, wie Weekly Registér circu-- .
lates not in. England and :Ireland only, but:on the -
Canlinent, in the Colonies, in the United; States, and -
elsewhere.... The English people and the.English Go-. -
vernmeat are beartily.ashamed of.:the. mounstrous in- -
justice .of 'the - Irish. Establishment. ' They would.:
gladly be rid of it if they could without:trouble ; but-
-our Constitution makes all. changes slow, and clianges .-

ESTABLISH-

‘| which are;opposed by any strong inferest:almost-ima--

possible,. ., The.. (so-called) Keclesiastical -Courts
which. pollute the name of -justice-in-Doctors’ Coms-.: .
mons, and:still more‘in Dublin, have been.condemned.
‘by.all parties for a: quarter.: of! 2 céntury. - Eighteen:.:
bills haye been broughtinto. Parliament for -theic.

|abolition.. They. exist, though no::cne caa defemd ..

them, because.a posverful body,of. legal-practitioners * :
‘wauld be martally offended by.their abolition:-.«Our .
best chance of overcoming:this: -vis ‘inertie;: which. °
‘enables a few Irish Protestants:,to .maintain: the
‘monster abuse of Ireland (nay, of_the_yhale, world,
for where is there anything else like'it 7) is.to shame
Englishmen- by“the public-opinioniof the world.- Al-
ready it is easy to see the diseainlort of any educated
‘Englishnian abroad -if "the; Trish? Exfablistiment is ..
Wil do aigihib o cERER, tHe b

. .

mentiogéd. "He e aib
ject. . He is suré. (o wish,to discuss,the:young: Prince: -
Imperial,or the, war in the Crimea; or.theiHotel:du. -
Lowyre, or. anything :else in3 Heaven;-or -Earth,or- .
under.the-Earth, rather'than that odious subject. * If .
bie’i§ not ‘very-scrupuldus’ indeed; e’ will"deny* the
facts; and he is generally so ignorant of them, that -
he.may:do so without outraging his coasciénge. The
: Temes;a little-more-than -a*year-ago;. assired' him
that conversions to Protestantism, “aidedd " by “the‘fa-
mine;and:emigration; had: so- much changed:the’ coun-

re d-in'Irelatid as the worslifiof Woded'a
it the Tiiés $ays iS:ndt always gospe

£ who ‘would rejéct a statement, lie.would.-give: 50,

membéré
A8 bt oy
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P
~ i

It:cannot be tco :g'gnega'l‘l}::}gqup' ;thgg ﬁﬁqn{: the |

‘changedl tolight,' and his account" of*sundry -washes.

f

‘ipucti to be able to believe? It is therefore . impor=s::



