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Hall 1o our Celiio brethren Wherever they may
1o the far woods of Oregon, OT 0’er the Atlantic
Whet't'::; they '::::dn the bauner of 8t George.
or |p!rl:;r¢=l benesth tlie nightless north experi-,
mental sallg—- . _ _ "
One in name and in fame
Are the sea-divided Gasls.
Though fallen the state of: Erin, and changed

Seottish land—
Thou:‘lllelml“ the DO'OI;:{‘ Mona, though un.

d Lewellyn’s -
nongh‘rmhrole Merlin’s prophecles degene-
rate intales,
And the oloisters of Jons are bemoaned by
porthern galeg— .
One 1t name and in fame
Are the un-dlvide_g! Gaels,

In Nerthern ?Fnln and Brittany our brethren

() .
onl e e the traditions of thelr fathers

at they tall—. . .
The :azle and the crescent In the dawn of his-
tory palea
Before their fira, that seldom fiags, and never

Iy falle; -
'mlgne in name and In fame

Are the sea-divided Gaela.
A greeting and & promise unto ihe_m all we
!‘halr' :;m;'noter our chartér is, theirglory s
rhed: it'rl;::d ihnll be our friend, our foe who'er
The pg::g»smmu hanors of the far-dispersed

Onein name and in fame
Are the sea-divided Gaels.

—=Thomas D'Arey MoGes.

A GLANCE BACKWARD.

It is twenty-eight years since the lay-
ing of the corner stone of what we may
now term the ill-fated 8t. Patrick’s Hall,
Twenty-eight short years!
many changes have taken place since
then! How many have reached the
heights of fame and fortune, and alas!
how many have seen * Life’s golden
hopes laid low?” The chief promoters
of the plan to erect & monument worthy
to bear the glorions name of St. Patrick
have paesed over to the silent majority,

and as we breathe a prayer for their
oternal rest let us glance backward and
see what they bave done, that their
memory shounld live. ¥or years repre-
sentative Irishmen of Montreal had been
endeavoring to collect funds towards the
erection of a building, which, besides
being an ornament to the city, would be
& home for all Catholic societies. This
purpose required a large amount of
money, and it was not until the year
1866 that the promoters of the plan
could see their way to present the ques-
tion to the public. .

On Monday, January 8th, & publio
meeting was held, in order Lo obtain the
cooperation of the Irish QOatholics of
Montreal with the St. Patrick’s Society
in the erection of the proposed building.

The chairman, the late Mr. Devlin,
anncunced that matters had progreased
10 favorably that be, as president of 8t.
Patrick’s Bociety. had purchased a site
on the corner of Victoria-Square, extend
ing from Craig street to Fortification
lane, baving a frontage of 140 feet and a
depth of 100 feet. .

A board of directors was appointed by
the meeting and a stock-book opened,
and $49290 stock taken by 149 sub-
toribers, The stock was rapidly taken
up, and on March 18th, 1867, the founds
tion stone was laid. An eloqaent ad
dress was delivered on the occasion by
the late lamented Father Dowd. In the
cavity of the corner stone were placed
iwo sealed jars containing copies of city
papers, and & pumber of British and
Canadian coing. The brass plate -which
covered the jarz bore the following in.
lcnpthn: . ‘ .

“This plate commemorates the laying
of the corner atone of St. Patriok’s Hall,
Montreal, by the Rev. P. Dowd,.chief
Pastor of 8¢, Patrick’s Church, on March
18th, 1867, in the 80th year of the reign

of Her Most Gracions' Maijesty: Queen

SEA-DIVIDED GAEIS. :

Victoria ; the Right Honorable Charles.
Blanley Viscount Monck, Baron Monck.

of lelytra.mp:_on,-_in-"Ire_l,and.-";?Goir_emoi
 General of British Americs; Liéutenant:
General Sir J ohn Mitchell;'Barti.; K.0.B.;
Oommander of - thq;,-Fc;x;oés ‘Admibistra-

Yot how

;i!uptiiidi ‘of the .Norman, suitsble to

‘] the requirements of the day as regard to

shops, library, reading rooms and Con
cert Hall. - : :

The. building was heated throughout
by steam; on the ground floor there
‘were eight firat-clasa atores;. the second
story. contained four. large show-roams
and a ;spacious hall, with committee
rooms, &o, The hall cocupied the
whole of the third atory. When the hall
was first oompleted it measured 184 feet
long by 94 feet wide, and 46 feet high to
the centre of the ceiling.

The platform was 52 feet by 25 feet
deep, and was at the end next to Fortifi-
oation lane, while facing it on the Craig
street end was an orchestra Fallery of
similar dimensions. The building was
completed, and had been need but a
short time when a most distressing acoi-
dent occurred, whioh, by the goodness of
God, was unattended by any loss of life.
The evening of Febraary 3rd, 1869, the
hall was leased for a public ball and con-
cert; about midnight an alsrm was
raised that the rocf was giving away,

tupately, in the erection of the building
spacieus means of egreas had been pro-
vided, and, although nearly two thousand
people were present, the hsil was cleared
1o & few minutes, and the last of the
company had scarcely passed out w en
the roof crashed ‘in, Bo great waa the
weight of the falling debrig that some of
the iron girders psssed ocompletely
through the lower flonrs, At first the
sccident was attributed to the weight of
snow on the roof, but it was afierwaxds
discovered that it was caused by the
action of the frost on the iron girders
which supported the roof.

The directors at onoce proceeded to
meke necessary repairs, substituting
wooden girders for the iron ones previ-
ouely used. At the same time, eeveral
alterations were made improving the
acoustic qualities, For this pn?oae a
false ceiling of cotton was stretched on
thin boards, iaking the place of the
former plaster one, and the stage was re-
moved to the oppoaite end.

The building was erected of Montreal
limestone and was three stories high,
the upper atory bemgeequnl in height to
the two lower onea, arcely three years
bad passed when again the hall was
vigited by misfortune, this time by fire.
On October 12th, 1872, fire was seen issn-
ing from the windows of the building
next to the ball. The following account
is taken from s ity paper of the time:

“On Wednesday, the 2nd inat, at
about hslf-past two in the morning, a
fire broke out in the roof of Ronayne's
shoe factory, situated on the upper flats
of Shaw’s aunction rooms, on Craig street,
and separated from 8t. Patrick’s Hall
building by an salley twelve feet wide.
The origin of the fire is unknown. The
alarm was at once given, and as the fire
did not look serious it was thought that
a stream would soon pat it out. Unfor-
tunately, however, owing to the hydrants
being out.of order, there was not the
ususl prowmptitude in getting water to
play on the fire, which, gathering head-
way, soon extended to the front part of
the building. A brisk breeze from the
eastward at the time fanned the destruc-
tive element to redoubled fury, carrying
embers far and wide. The fire, which
had now got beyond human control,
quickly caught on the roof ot 8t.
Patrick’s Hall, and in a few minutes it
alio was s mass of lowering flames.
Tne fire, which kindled in the roof and
upper windows, burned its way down
throngh the floors. When morning
dawned the once fine hall was & mase of
ruins. The chief sufferers by the fire are
Mesars, Bonayne, in whose premises it
criginated, and Mr. P, Bhaw, the well
known Mountreal auctioneer. Other suf-
ferars are Messrs, Whiteside & Co;,
spring mattress-makers; L. Btewart, tea
dealer; Higgina Bros., wine mexchants;
Devany & OCo., sauctioneers; Jones &
Taoley, sign  painters. The total loss
will .be about- $160,000. The Hall was
insnred. for $55.000 -and the stook and
furniture of the sufferers
‘well covered by insurance.” _
- This'last -disaster. completely discour-
aged St. Patriok’s Society aud its helpers,
and  no- attempts . were made since to re-
‘b all. ."Yet 'there .is no;resson
Montreal:should:not have i

ish_Catholios oonld:-call their

and a rush was made for the doors. For-jha

are tolerably

ts Hall-

days of Irish chivalry are mot passed.
Irish genersity is not dead. Irish capi-
tal and labor have accomplished won-
ders in the past, and, in this casy, why
should not history repent itself, and show
to_the world that the Irish residents of
this great Catholic city love their faith
and nationality

¢ With a love that will not Al

Till the sun grows oold, &
The atars grow old, .
And the leaves of the Judgment Book unfold.”

. - BARAH SUTRERLAND.
(I am indebted to Mr: John Horne of
the Numismatioc Sooiety for dates and
acoount of the fire.—8. 8.)

A OENTRAL HALL.

To the Editor of THE TRUR WITNESS :

DEear 81z,—In reading, from time to
time, in your paper, of the references
made to the building of & Hall, the won-
der is that it was not lively agitated be-
fore now, since the societies existing
bave all along need:d some pliace for
their meetings ; beaides, Irish Catholics
ve given & fair share of conocerts and
entertainments and do give. Now, for
instance, some of the moocieties are over
thirty years in existence, and the ma-

jority of them pay rent for their rooms

ere and there in the city, say,on an
average, $20 per month, which in ten
years would amount to $2,400 in rent.
We have CM B.A, A 0.H,, young men’s
societies, temperance sooieties and
Foresters, say, on an easy guess, about
ten different societies, and if their com-
bined outlay for the time mentioned was
put together, it would give $24,000, a
sufficient amount to start & bnilding well
snd truly. Whether this would resolve
itself into a Central Hall Is worthy of
attention. Bt. Patrick’s Society had &
sglendid hall befors, and why not renew
the salt of the eaxth?

M, B, Heeuxs.
Montreal, March, 1895,
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AN OLD PLEA.

——r——

To the Edilor of TBx TBUE WITNEN:

Dxax Mr. Eprror,—There is scarcely
& gpot on this habitable globe that is un-
known to the Irish race. They are, as
bas often been said, a missionary people.
Even in old pagan times they raided
France under the last of their pagan
monarchs, Dathy, and introduced the
arts as well as the sciences of Erin.
They taught the Franks how to fight
againat the tyranny of Rome, and suc-
oeeded ; but unfortunately the Irish
monarch was killed by lightning on his
way to Rome. But to return to facts.
The Irish flourish everywhere but at
home, whers nothing in humsan form
flourishes except Scotch land agents,
policemen and limbs of the law.

It seems to be the business of these
agents of an unfair government to
torture and extort, and in the end make
him fly from his native land to some
foreign and friendly country. Placed by
ciroumsatances either by lot and chance
in any part of the United States or
Oanada he compares favorably with men
of other nationalities. While men from
other countries seek easy jobs sauch ag
insurance agents, stablemen or tootmen,
which positions regque a oertain amount
of laziness, the Irishman, even when
well educated, as & rule avoids nothing,
but takes his_chances of the firat thing
that offers. He will not go aronnd with
namberless testimonials from young
men’s Ohristian associations, nor will he
spend months seeking for & chance to
work at some easy job. It is the same
with onr Irish girls, (God bless them)
they do not come with charagters from
some reformatory or Maigdalen’s home
to take service with some of the upatart
madames of society on this side of the
water. What would a good many of our
genuine ladies do without some of these
so-called Biddies or Peggies? Many of
our select Protestant ladies will tell you
that an Irish Catholio girl is & treasure,
whereas the servant ladies who come
from England are in the end a disap-
pointment, and those from the States
and from some patts of Canada want so
many concessions and presume #0 much

on the good nature of employers that|

they are half the.time idling - their.time
in boarding housesfor .servants. The
reason. why is evident.. In- ' America

| now-sedays girls are not. brought up nor
and; [‘trained ZB servants. When: once they

nilar | touch - an - old disabled .piano:at ‘home

to'[they imagine their: future,to:be devated

: to :ease and afiuence, and - the:iothers
{rom the other.side -Gome: lad

) AaYs oom,
: :Oallfornllfor,&’gma

many recommendations from suspicious
persons that they very soon destroy the
effect of their charactems in writing.

The penitent homes, or houaes for the
reformation of young girls, in England
and elsewhere, have much to answer for.
In England or Scotland, a young.gir
raived by some scoundrel may reform
and become good, but the Irish girl, even
if abe emigrates, loses osate, becanse nn-
fortunately she is the party to be blam-
ed in Jreland, and not the scoundrel.
Her fate follows her, God help her, and
she has not a line nor a friend even with-
in the family cirole to defend or restore
her good name. No wonder we Irish ave
aoccounted a chaste nation, especially the
women of Ireland. -

I intended at first not to inirude on
your columns 8o mnch, a8 Y intended to
refer to the people of 8t. Mary’s parish,
among whom we have men who started
in life here without the superfluities of
parse or education and who are to-day
the pride of the parish. They look fox-
ward to the coming festival as gladly as
do our Irish sctaol boys who have never
had the good fortune of touching Irish
ground. Nevertheless they sare well
trained in the love of dear old Erin.

The teachers in the school (8t. s
Boy') always teach Irish histor‘v and I
hope it will aid the national feeling for

the dear land.

I may ask the question, would the
teaching of Irish History be tolerated in
any other school in the city? No, decid-
edly not. They could be taught the his-

of Morooco, Spsin, or any other
country but Ireland. The French Cana-
dians I muat say are 8 very liberal race,
but it never coourred to them that there
waa a nationality here as jealous of the
anocient fame and history of its oountry
38 French Canadians are just now of La
Belle Franoe.

Frixcis D, DALY,

E———
HONORED THEIR TEACHER.

A PRESENTATION AND ADDRESS TO MR,
ANDERBON, OF SARSFELD SOHOOL.

Parents of the pupils attending Sars-
field sohool and & number of others in-
terested in the work of the inatitution,
assembled in the schoolroom last Friday
evening to show their appreciation of
the labors of Mr. Anderson, the princi-
pal, who completed his silver jubilee in
conneotion with the school. A compli-
mentary concert was given, and at the
close of the firat part of this Mr. Ander- -
gon was presented with an addrees in
Epglish and one in French by Messra,
Daly and Boisvert respectively, whilst
Mr. Wall, Ald. Turner and Dr. Delorme
handed to him & more sabstantial mark
of the appreciation of the well-wishers
of the school in the shape of & well-filled
purse, and Mrs. Aunderson was the re-
cipient of a splendid basket of flowers,
The testimonials congratulated Mr. An-
derson on the completion of so long &
period of servioe, spoke of the great sno-
cess which had been roored by many of
his pupils, both in the United Btates and
the Dominion, and referred to his un-
ceasing endeavors to elevate and pro-
mote the educationa) interests of the
locality in which the school was situated.

In replying to the address, Mr. Aader-
son briefly reviewed bie quarter century’s
work in connection with Barsfieid School
and eaid that duriog that period he l}ﬂd
learned to appreciate the kindness which
in manifold forms had been shown him,
Whatever glory was sttached to the
Sarsfield School was to be atiributed, not
to him, but to the indefatigable and con-
scientious efforts of each individaal
teacher in furthering the interests of the
school, The moral interesta of the
sochool had always been secured by the
co-operation of the rev. gentleman in
whose parish the school was located.
Rev. Father O’Meara had been unoceasing
in his efforts to advance the educational
interests of the schools in his parish, In
conclusion, he expressed thanks to all
who had worked to assure the succesa of
his jubilee. Those who contributed to

the concert, which formed a most. pleas- .

ant part of the evening’a proceedings,
were Mr, H. Quintal, MoKee's orchestra,
Misses T. Doberty, L, Dure, Lotta Feth-

erstone and Josephine Doherty. ~ -
- Itris estimated that -nearly 10.000.per- : -
sons in Berlin are wrestling with influenza.

- The proprietors
BOYLS

‘of "Elbri\ila._‘?-fvg;iﬂéx‘ ‘r:e...”: .

.One hotel keeper al 8t. Augustine has ordered

th 8o

the shipment of a carload. every. w

od ‘to. order .oranges. from
: estd. The first.oarload . "
{"left Parmonsa, Oal.'," sonday_mr Bt.-Augustine.




