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'.THE BEAUTIFUL LADY' GLADrS.
CHAPTER IV.

Neariy all the skatera had gone blâmue,
the bauid liad depaited, and the lakU lay
coîd and gray beneath the inoon. Dol-
lie anid Cajtain ýNori li, after skating for a
littIe, had sat down oii the boat noar
,vhicli the bontiro had been kindled, and
IVere Cliattiîg meîî'ily ln the ruddy blaze.
Caî>tain Neîth vas fast forsaking hie al-
logiance to the laîmguid beauty Lady
Gladys, mbe received his love-speechus
-%vitli such calin inifférenîce, sud was rap.
idly fadling in love with hie brighit, nierry
little *,iiluxiuiioil, wli< jîresented sucli a
conîtrit tu thie late queen cf hie affoc-
tioiîs-the dithurence betwvucn a re(l came-
lia and a violet, ho thought ; and the
coînparison Nvas not inart. Lady Gladys
~iould î>erlaps love inoto passionatuly,
but Dolîie'a love woul be more sweot,
mîore uiseltlsi-,À-4uld shed a gentler
lighit over hir hxushauîd's hote. Whemx
the, bonfire liad sîî,ouldercd away tu
ases, they got out of the boat witli somoe
difficulty, and Captain North cautiouaàly
clanibered duwîî the l'ak oit te the ice.
The moon hiad goxie behuxîd a cîoud, and
it w'as quite dark.

"J1 usup dowîî. Misa Dollie ;l'Il catch
you," ho said, as she hcsitated on the
bank above hiîîî. "Daren't yen trust
yeurself te me 1"

But elie etill Iîovered above hi in remeni-
bering tlie littie scorne with Sir Vivian.

"1 dareo t. The bcnk 15 iolhigh, and
1 shahl corne dowîî wîth sucli force that 1
shlall bi sure to knock yen down and
liurt you. 1 will jump iiloii."

Aitd, auiting the action te the word,
ah. junmped down wîtlîout fur-ther delay,
anîd landed hierself ln a lîeap cf snow.

-'That in ail riglit," cried Dollie laugli-
îng. "Yon see 1 have net hurt any-
body. "

-I shiould net have cared if yen had, " lie
replied, without laughing in the least.
"WNill you ahlow me te hielp yen up?"

Dollie consented; and shaking lieîrself
like a Newfoundlaud, ah.e skated off with
hlm, inwardly gratef ul tlîat the darknees
covcred lier appearalice frein the eyos cf
lier eeat welt-drcssed comipanieui. Sud-
deîîly the moon canme frorn beyoiîd a
cloud, revcaling te Dollie'a liorrified eyca
tdie dark ialand with its waving trece aîîd
the boLi d willh its ghiast ly White luttera ln
front of tieîn.

"~Conte back !" wlîispered DiIlie s0
frightened that euie ceuld net speak any
louder.

The bonfire lîad beeuî liglited at the
limit e-f souîîd ico, aîîd tlioy lhad gene
soute distance past it, mistaking their
way iii the darktiess Before they could
turn, the ice cracked witli a sound which
iitithier cf theixi ever fergot, broke be-
neath tliem, and the next moment tlicy
had disapî,eared. Bole rose first, aîxd
chilled anad iumubcd, unable te think or
te cry eut; Blhe Nvas juat being sucked un-
der the ice ulien ber dresa was caughit by
a firui piece, aînd slie swung by its reast-
anc. eluwly round. witb, thle instinct cf
self -presei vation, shie threw eue armi
round the ice, opeikcd lier oyca and gamp-
cd for breath. Captain Nctîwas dî-ift-
iîîg lielpleesly towards lier, slîoutimg
loudly for hll.

IlThatik Hleaven 1" lie said faintîy, as
hoe caught siglit of Dollie. "'Ili)d oii
yen wili le saved. They are coîning 1"

He floated on witlîout touclîîng lier,
and hll ahnomst disapuîeaicd under the
ico when Dollie, for the first tinme realie-
ing the etate cf the cas'e, throw eue arum
round hie îieck as ho pased by lier aide.
The ice beut beîîeatli the added weighit,
but helld for t mnent, during which
Captain North attcînpted te disenigage
lîlmef fi oui lier luaud. But Dolix. Iieid
on resolutely, fochiig already half-dead
with celd. A horrible buzzing seuuded
ii lier eare, which aemvd te increase as
the water cddied rouind thein.

'Il wonder how fislies live in tlîe win-
ter ?" eue thîoughit stupidly. "It muet
lie very cold for tliem. May Heaven fer-
give our oins if wo die nov 1"

Then the wailing screani cf a wonian
tru great agony vas echced between the
bis and died away in the darkness.

'"Hold ont, Dollio-hold on. 1 am
comning . shouted a man's voice ; and a

idark figure crept alowiy towards them.
Dollie suîiled faintly. Ho had ceme te

s'îve lier; she would net die this time.
Once again tho ice gave way, nd Dellie
and Captain North Bank together. At
Iihat moment Sir Vivian reaclied the spot.
j lunging into the black eddying pool
w ber. tliey had diaappearcd, hoe eucceeded
in grasping D.oilie. Even thon lie rioted
lîew lier arm vas twined round Captain
Nortlî's neck. Witheut losing ait instant,
F.e fastened a rope round the Captain 's
waiet, took Dollie in his arma, and, with
ail his etrengtli, struck eut for the surface,
which ho just reached, and was einking
back agalu, whed Charlie Murdochi scized
hlm by the collar and, with the help of
eue of the servants, drew the three care-
fuîiy into the boat, which they hiad man-
aged te get off the bank only juaet in thue,
for Sir Vivian vas pretty well ex-
hausted.

Tiîey ro.wod themn lu slowly te the
bank, where Bell and Laday Glady's
stoed awaîting tliem lu heipls terrer.
After lifting thora out on the gras, the
servant ran off te the bieus. for assist-
ance, and tlîc living and the dead were
lof t tegether in a silence ouly broken by
the moaning wind and poor Bell'a bitter
sobe. The meon looked down serenely
on the scene-the quiet lake, the waviug
trees, tlie boat, tlîe broken ice, the black
water ; serenely caini, it threw its silvery
liglit-over the sad littie group on the
euioNy banli, on veeping Bell bending
over Dolio's peaceful face. witlî ita closed
eyes and tii. amnile enlier lips witli whidh
slie lad gmected Sir Vivian's approacli;
oer beautif u 'Lady Gladys, as she laid
lier old loyer*s hcad upon lier brcast and
kissed hlm wvith that roînersef ul love and
sorrow-deep down iii lier lîeart feel-
ing bitterly glad that at ieast ner lie was
hors ., and ne wormant liad a righit te take
him froîn lier arme. Charlie Murdochi
etood by Dollie's aide gaziug sorrewfully
(bcwi at lier.

"Let mne 1101( your sister," lie said
pleadingly to Bell, trying vaiuly te
steady hie veice.

Bell raiaed a tear-marred face te hirn,
liaif inclined tc refuse lis roquest ; but,
meeting hise ye, guessed the groat sor-
rom-, so far exceeding liera, whicli lie wae
cnduriug, and, womanlike, donied lier-
self lier riglit that hie grief miglît bce
leeeened.

Charlie looked at lier gratefuliy
througli the great teara whieli dimmed hie
layes, bu'. could flud ne veice te thank
lier, ais elie laid the curly brown liead
agamna8t his kuee. Thon a cloud paased
over the nii, dlankening lier cold tin-
feeling liglît, ad ho vas alerne with his
dead love, the darkness covering theni
like a curtain.

"Oh, my darling," lie whispered, bond-
ing ovor lier in passionate grief, "lHe&-
vonî kuowa 1ev willingly I would have
(lied for you, or witli yen, rny little
love !"-and lie atied a grat choking eob
in bie throat as lie tecok" up the littie
liade lying s0 Iistlessly ouà <le snow,'placed thein iu lier lap, and snîootlied
back the vet curIe from lier forehead.

Hee had nover realized Iîow inucli lie
had loved bis nîerry littie frieud until lie
liad seen lier Iying in the boat, cold, white
and stilI, the pretty eyes cîoed, and the
laugliig mouth sileuit for ever. How
pale ah. Iooked, Iîow quiet: Who weuld
tîîink thiat ten mnîutes ago site was

glowinq with lif, and health, and hier
merry laugli ringing fremn this very spot
on which se was now lying cold and
dead ?

"1Why was Inet with her 7 Why did 1
net watch over lier botter ?" lie groaned,
inwardly anathernatieing the j calous
pride which had kept hlm from lier aide
aIl that afternoen. "lOh, Dollie, my lova
my darling, what shall I do without
yen ?"-aud the. hot bitter tears cf a
nian 'a agony feUl down upon lier up-
turned, sereno, lovoly face, frent whîch
ail the roses and dimpleis had diaap-
peared.

Ho foît lier pulse, but hie own hande
wero se numb that thoy were almost de-
void cf feeling ; hoe bent his face te the
red mouth seeking for sorne sign cf life ;
but ne breath came frein the placid lips.
Ho st there lu speechiess sorrew, until
the littera carne te boni, them te the
house, and thon hoe placed lier on one,
tenderly placing hier head on the aeft
rues. Was it hie fancy, or did lier oye-
lids quiver? Presently lier eyes opencd,
and gazed unseeingly into his.

"Thank Hleaven," eaid Charlie selemn-
ly, Il she lives !"

Yes, they lived, ail of thcrn, af ter long
anxieus days, in which they feuglit with
Deatli fer their lives inch by inch, and
cenqiered him at lat threugli their
healthy constitutions aud the loving care
of their nurses, Lady Gladys, Bell, Miss
Maclaren, and Mrs. Vane, who had been
telegraphed for on that firet dreadful
niglit, when Dollie had been se close te
death that they thouglit, as tliey watched
her, every faintly-drawn breath weuid
have been lier last. The doctor had pro-
nounced thera eut cf danger. Sur Vivian
would probably be confined te hie reom
longer than any cf them, thougli at
firet Dollie's had been the moat danger.
oue case.

Uncenscieus of thia bud of love which
was epening se sweetly for hirn te gather,
Sir Vivian ]ay in an adjacent reoin, ter-
tured with jealous thouglita and fancies;-
the time Dollie had etayed witli Captain
North on the. lake, and the pretty blush
with which sho had always heard hie
rinme mentioned were ever riaing up be-
fore hlm ; and hoe determined that, once
certain that Dollie cared for the biand-
somte officer, lie would net stand in the
way et lier happiness, whatever lie rnight
suifer hirneif. The knowledge of hie uiî-
fortunate love should net dim lier brigelit
future. But lie would be quite sure be-
fore lie gave up aIl hope cf winning the
briglit littie maiden for his wif e.

Captain North was the first te recorer.
Very gratefully lie thouglit cf the littie
haud which had been atretched fort li te
save him frem certain doath :and ho felt
more in love with Dollie than ever hie
hiad been before.

Charlie Murdoch and Frank Travers
had been censtantly at the Hall since the
accident; and Bell had grown te look for-
ward te the loviug sympathy and tender
worda cf Frank during tIie anxioua daya
when Dollie hung between life!and death.
And tho next time lie preseed is suit
upen lier, she, hiding lier face upon his
sheulder, teld 1dm falteringly that ehe
would have accepted hie oflor onily alie
thouglit he cared for sout ne ese a bot-
ter.

"And doos ho care fer yen ?1" aaked
Frank, with a bitter pain in his heart,
trying te speak quietly.

Bell, atill hiding lier face, blushcd
scarlet with aharne, and was silent,
Frank leeked down at liaîf a crinmeon
cheek and a little scarlet ear, which was
ail that wae vislile.

"My darling, " he eaid hurriedly, " the
etate cf the case breakiug in on him, "do
net distroas yeurself se mudli. I lionor
yeu for whnt yeu have told nie mnore than
I can say. I leve yeu dearly for your
sincerity; andl"-ifting up the blushing
face between hie twe brewn hande and
looking levingly at thé do'wncast cyes-

"ldear, will you lot me try to maire yqu
love me1',

"Don't, Frank," answered Bell, avert-
ing hier crinison face.

He ]et lier go, and ah. hid hier face
again on hie shouldor.

i -1shall neyer bu able o l ook ab yeu
again !"-piteously.

l'You niay stay thero as long o4 yon
like," hoe replied obliginglZ, stealthily
caressing the golden head. 'Promise me
that you wiIl wait a littie betore frnally
deciding ; and believe me "-earneatly-
"whatever happens, 1 shail always b.
your friend. "

"How kind you alwal a are te me,
Frank! 1I wül nover forget it,"1 ah.
whisperod ehyly.

1I hope not. 1 will corne every day
te see yen and refresh your mernory.
Good-byo, dear!1 1 muet go now ; it ia get-
timg late. "

In another moment he waa prie ; and
ehe watched hlm froin the wmndow ride
away down the avenue. Rad ahe prom-
ised Iiim that sihe would wait 7 She could
net tell. Ânyhow, h.e had taken it for
graritod; and Bell rau up to Dollie's room
with a light heart.

Captain North waa the firat to b.
brouglit down and bo deposited carofuliy
ini the little warm drawing-room which
had been especially prepared for the. in-
valida. Bell waa up-ataira in Dollie'a
room with hier mother and aient. Sir
Vivian was asleep. So the care of the
of the convalescent patient devolved
upon Lady Gladys. 8h. was not at ail
displeased by the change in hi. affections,
and was quite content te lie hi& cosnfidante
encouragilg 1M te talk about Dollie and
hier many charma in a, maternai way which
became lier wenderfully.

"'Yes, it was very brave of lier," she
said, in answer to a waxnî econinni on
Dollie's courage; "but stili, yen know, I
do net believe she would do it for overy
one. "

IlWhat do you mean ?" hoe asked faint:
ly-he waas till rather woak after hie ill-
riens.

IlI mean that she muet have liked
you, or ahe would not have doue it. "

"Do you think that ahe roally lik.. me
-that ehe je not flirting î"
"I1 thouglit yeu were Po fond cf flirt-

ing "-malciously.
"I1 amn not"ý-soeling-" but in Miss
i. iie, do yeu think ?"
"No, ehe le too yeung and tee Innocent

yet. 1 daro say she will acquiro the habit
ine.

'Il hope net," ho rejoined earnestly.
"Af ter ail, what a centempti ble way of

passing the time it is-pretending We
adore a person about whom you do net
care a straw 1"

Lady G ladys laughed at his vehemence.
It was oertainly a new doctrine fromt hie

IlI arn glad yeu have at last awakened
to the orror cf your ways. I wi.eh you au
niuch sucees in true love affaire as in
flirting. But yeu are eiciting yourself.
I cannot have yen talking se mucli. 1.
will read to yen for a while. "

Selecting a volume cf ]3rowning's
works, slue sat down in an e.,ey-chair by
hie side and began te rend aloud "lBeau*
tiful Evelyn Hope "-ier favorite poem.

Captain North içatched, lier beautifnl
face with pleased droway eyes. Though
lie did nlot love lier, it was pleasant to b.
nursed by sucli a woman. Sh. read on
nutil abe carne to the lines, "'Ho croates
the love te reward tho love. I dlaini
yeu stili for my own sake ;" and eh*
paused a littie.

IlJ1 that truc i" hoe wendered hall
aeleep. IlIf I love Dell, wilI ah. bo eb-
liged te like me. 'But te be loved makea
net te lie loved again.' 'Where ie that
fron, 1 wender'l They caxi't beth be
riglit, anyhew.- I will askhlersoacc sd
see which is right ;" and lulled by the.
warrnth and thé sw eet scent of the pur-
pie and white hyacinthe in the. wmdow
lie feU aaleep peacefuily.


