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. WEFLEGCTIONS OF
THEHON.C.BUFFER.
D'ye know I thinkit is high time faw~—aw—

somebody who has contwol of such undehiakings,
to pwoceed at onceto secuah the pehmenancy of

the—aw—IJeland in fwont of Towonto. A few
moah bweezes like that of last week, and the
. ¢ eastewen gap ”’ will be enlawged to such an
extent that the hawbeh will be—aw—in point
of fact, no hawbeh ; and, moahoveh, it is evi-
dent if some pwecaution be not taken, it will be
only a mattah of time, and a vewy shaut time,
indesd, to wash the whole—aw—sand bank, up
to—aw—say Mimieco, It is o most extwao’din-
awy thing to me that the citizens of this place
should faw yeahs coolly stand and contsmplate
the destwnetion by the wolling billows of On-
tawio of the only safe gawd, and defencs of the
hawbeh, without whick Towonto would no
longeh be Towonto, If eome the'ty odd ye'as
ago pwopeh owibs or bweakwateh had been
placed along the line of the eastewen paution
of the then peninsula, theah would not be the
eveh-widening *‘ gap ”’ 8o indicative of its ulti-
mate destwuotion,nor in fact would theah likely
be any gap at all, except dug out faw the ao-
commodation of ma’wnehs. If a bweakwateh
had been built at wight angles to the line of the
Joland, eay from the maw’'sh west of Ash-
bwige's Bay, it would obstwuet and hold ali the
debuwis sand, et cetewa, swept from the shoah
by the eastewly gales, and, at the same time,
pwoteot. the watbeh unstable and wandewing
soil of the—aw—Island. Ya'as—I he'ash that
the apwoximate oost of the pwojected awange-
ments faw the hawbeh is set down at five hun-
dwed thousand dollahs, of which the City is to
pay paut and the Genewal Gov'ment pant, which
is a—aw—vewy wighteous awangement; but the
payment of {wice five hundwed thousand dol-
lahs, even if it came out of tbe City Tweasuwy,
should not pwavent the people of Towonto from
ingisting that the deswi’ed we'ek should be gone
on with fauthwith, and, at least as soon as the
weathaw will peh’mit in the spwing—ya'as, in-
deed, I would e’hge npon owah good people—
* without wegawd to cweed au cullah,” as they
say wegawding political mattahs, the gweat ne.

cessity of immediate action in this—aw—much |’

wequi'hed unde’htaking, faw look at the di'eh
conseguences inevitably following the destwuc-
tion au paut destwuotion of ths Island, and it
does not appeaw to me to bs & vewy wemote con-
tingency! The-—-aw—Island goes fi’hst, then
the whawis and esplanade with the elevatehs,
woilway twaoks, depots, stations, and, in fact,
in a shaut time the wateh line of the city will
be as faw inland and wepwesent the gwacefnl
seh’pentine outline, which so0 delighted the
autistically-inclined se’hjo’hnehs heah, in the
beginning of the centuwy, as shown in the
sketohesand wateh coll’'ohs, in possession of that
vowy wespeotable and intewesting society the—
~-aw.~Yauk Pione'abs, I weally thinkthat some-
thing should be done at once anu the above
dwendful condition of affaihe may be awived at.
Ya'as, I do, indeed.

* Wers you ever a lawyer? " said a friend to
our Funny Contributor. ¢ No,” replied Our
Contributor, * but 1 have often been called to
the bar.” Our Contributor adds that ‘¢ Theo-
dore Hook made this reply many years ago, the
joke was hooked from him."”

The Yarn of the Lake
BY MATEBLOT.

[** Ottawa, March 27.—~Mr. Guillet introduced a bill to
extend certain provisions of the Seamen’s Actof 1873

<« . . aad to provide for the collection of the wagces
of seamen and other gersons employcd on board vessels
trading on_the inland waters of Canada, in a summary
manner.—Daily Paper, Dont. Parliameni R eport.)

We thank ye, Mr. Guillet, for your good and timely bill, it
Is just the thing we wanted here, our wages for to get,
The way it stands to-day, sir, regardin’ of our pay, sir,
Is hard upon us sailors who've to face the cold and wet,

‘I'he law that we are under must be a lawful blunder,
The IMasler and the Servants’ hact on shore may be all
right,
But with 'us upan the water—I'm sure it hadn't orter,
Apply to us at all, I think. In fact I'm sure I'm right.

For a long time we've been gricvin’, and I'll tell ye now
the reason
Why the M. §. Act won't work with us, as with those
on the shore,
And I'm surc that Grit or Tory, if they listen 10 my

story,
Will not leave poor Jack in such a fix as he's been
heretofore.

If T ship on board a schooner in the month of March or
une, or
Auy time you like between the spring and fall,
1dnp1p§l my bag in the fo-castle and with the work I
ras’le,
But do I know who owns the craft? Why, blow me,
not at all.

If in the fall we “surip " her, perhaps the noble skipper
Just “tops his boom,” and takes the train away for
foreign parts,
It was he who did engage us, but he lasn't paid our

wages,
Aund who nre we to look to? It's cnough to break our
hearts !

And often the intent is, of him non ¢st invenitus,
(As the lawyers say), to leave us in strange place with-
out a dime, . .
And tPe owner of the craft, sir, whom we may be looking
after,
May be spekilating in town lots on the Assinaboinc !

If a mortgace there is on her, then our wages is a
“ goner, 5 . .
Unless we've cash and time to stay and ‘carry on a suit
Against the mortgagee, sir, but for lack of lawyer's fee,

sir,
We have to leave our pay behind, when off to sea we
“scoot.”

Where *‘ marine * laws are in force, sir, we'takes a differ-
ent course, sir,
We seizes of the vessel, or at lcast part of her gear,
Some times we rises rancour by takin® of an anchor,
We[sclls it and we get out pay, and then the vessel's
clear.

Why, folks they must be dreamin’, to think that us poor
seamen
Can tell the proper owner of the craft wherein we ship !
Or that we'd be foreseein’, that on her was a ““lien,”
It’s the vessel we've to loak to afeer we have made our
trip.
Se gole luck to Mr. Guillet! let’s take each glass and
it
Al’}l,d dlr:nk success unto his bill, likewise his own guod
ealt!
And we'll have another glass, men, when our wages bilt
will pass, men, .
A hopin' he'll be happy with a bucket full of wealth.

Unhappy Thoughts.
Cuae, IV, :

THE Antigone AT THE UNIVERSITY, AND ‘THE “RIVALS
AT ST. JAMES' CATHEDKAL.

To the truly primitive philosopher it is be-

fore all things gratifyiug to see how com-

‘plotely Mr, Crooks' ideas as to the way in
P

which educational matters should be arrenged,
are carried out by the Hnglish young gentle-
men whom he from time to time selects to

‘teach Oxford ideas, to our * raw, rough, and

democratic "' University students. The Uni.
versity of Toronto, as everybody knows, needs
funds in the worat way for the most necessary
purposes, She has torun her ohariot on the
highway of learning, with, so to speak, the
most bobtailed arrangement of professional
steeds. Each Professor combines several sub-
jects, to tench each of which adequately,would
exhaust one competent lcoturer’s abilities ; for
instance, the Reverend Principal, as everybody
knows, combines the obairs of cookery and co-
education! Well qualified as he is to do justice

to either, it is impoasiblo that he can do jus-
tice to both, and it is important that he should
be assisted by two lecturers, say one, on the
palmontology of Boarding-house Pies, and one
on Pre-historio Hash. In view of these prass.
ing needs, does it not seem a pity that three
thousand dollars should be expended on a
dramatic spectacle which will last but a single
night ? even if the ‘¢ Greek Play * was certain
to be a success, which, for many reasons, is
far from being the case! There 18 but & step
from the sublime to the ridioulous, and when
young gentlemon msthetically arrayed as
Greek Princes, undertake tospout long speechea
in Greek, any hitch in the feminine get-up, or
any blunderin the Greek will make the perform-
ance anything but sublime. Of course the
amiable Professor of Classios will take the
leading Young Lady’s part, Unhappy Thought!
He will have to shave off his besutiful whisk-
ers! Tho play does not contain an old woman
character, otherwise that role might be efiect-
ively sustained by the Minister of Educa-
tion

At dinner at our boarding place there was
quite a discussion about the probably sucessful
pomineo for thevacant Rectorship of St.James’
Cathedral, The young lady pupil at the
Normal School, is a habitual worshipper at
the Cathedral, and modestly expressed & hope
that Bishop Sweatman would accede to the
wishes of the congregation, and of Profestant
Toronto in general, by appointing Rev.  Mr,
Rainsford. * But,” said sho, ** Bishop Sweat.
man says he is too young.” Unbappy thought.
What is the value of a rule that won't work
both ways ? Bishop Sweatman is quite a young
man himself! But our landlady’s daughter, who
is High Church, and has not improved her tem.
per by fasting all this Lent, wanted fo_know
what the congregation had to do with it. It
was their duty bumbly to obey his Lordship the
Bishop. She only hoped his Lordship would
appoint_some good Catholic, who would change
the St. James’ services into something like dear
Holy Trinity, and have the prayers sung only
by & choir of boys in * white albs plain, and
place an eleemosynarium on the sacrarium. I did
not quite understand the meaning of all these
fine words, but Migs Monica, that is her name,
gays that it the St. James’ people do not obey
the Lord Bishop, his Lordship (Miss Monica
takes in the Dominion High Churchman, and,
like that spirited journal, never loses a chance
to say “My Lord”) his Lordship the Right Rev.
the Bishop would remove his ** throne » to some
other church, thereby constituting it the Cathe-
dral. Uphappy thought | how much Canadian
bishops might gain in dignity and usfeulness by
ceasing to banker after an absurd, illegal, and
utterly un-Canadian title! More ubnhappy
thought! a bishop who tries to crush the inde-
pondence of a Toronto Protestant copgregation,
had better remove his “‘throne” to an institu-
tion not very far west of Trinity College. There
he will find plenty of estimable persons who sit
on imaginary thrones, and take much delight in
gracing themselves with titles of their own
creation.




