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him, thr; ever...Be .not conformed to, the
world, for its fashion paszeth.away ;.the sound
of the .viol, the laugh of the gay, and the
voice of the béauntiful, are soon to be silenced.
in the grave'; generations of such are dead
and forgotten; the present are following in
their footstepato the tomb, and soon a new.
and different.scene will be ushered in, where
those alone will. shine, who have ¢done
justly, loved meroy, and walked humbly with
their God.”—Philadelphia- Presbylerian.

TIIE PRESS—I! S POIWER AND INFLUENCE.
We have talked of the press until it has be-
come a threadbare topic; and yet, with all.
our talk, we have really no practical estimate
of its importance. Time was when men’s
thoughts could be communicated only by
being spoken ; and some conjectured that
even the works of Homer were originally
committed enly to the memories of men, and
that generations passed before they were
writtén on any material substance. You
may it in your closet now, and, withsut
opening your lipy, speak to those who dwell
nearest the poles.  You inay multiply your-
sell in a single week into ten thousand agents
either for good or evil. You may scarcely
ever look into the world, and yet even thrones
and principalities may feel the influence of
your thoughty,
~ The simplest view of a subject is often the
most impregsive. Eslimate, then, the power
of the press, by the acknowledged influence
of any great mind that has spoken through it
Do_you see that man, in the eccentricity of
his genius, prostrate upon the floor—labouring
to recall one of the noblest efforts in the annals
of intellect? It is Robert Hall, busy with
his-sermon on modern infidelity. His friends
have asked him to publish it, and he will not
decline ; hut as yet it has no‘existence except
in bis own mind ; and though he loathes the
labour of wrilir.g, he is turning his hand at
intorvals to the work. . Wonder of the age as
he was for modesty as well as for genius, he
dreamecd not of the influence which that ser-
mon was destined to exert ; but when it came
farth the whole world recognized it as the
masterpiece ol a master-mind: it put itself
into_communion with the. greatest intellects of
the age ; it threw around Clhiristianity a new
wall of fire; and infidelity, asshe bent over
its pages, resolved that silence was prudence.
Turn now your eye to yonder villa on the
shores of the Mediterranean, and see another
mighty mind pouring out upon paper its prin-
cipal thoughts, to be, ere long, in the prin-
ter’s hand. - It is Byron—the Heaven favour-
~@d, and yet foul-minded Byron—in the act of
producing one of his licentious poems. Per-
adventure he is dreaming of nothing but his
own fame; but he is really opening a new
fountain of . death wupon the world; he is
making provision to perpctuate his existence
as the enemy of his race ; he is rendering the
splendours of his genius subservient to the
wild and ‘desperate purposes of his heort.—
‘Both Hall and. Byron are stars ‘that must al-
ways shine ; but in the beams of one there
is life—in the beams of the other. there is
death.—Dr. Sprogue.. . :

‘" From the Philadelphia Christian World.
.. THE POETRY OF THE BIBLE.

Oxe of the .most interesting specimens:of the
etry of the holy book, is found in the lament of
avid over Saul and. Jonathan. - Hear ils low

dirge-like tones : . ¢ The beanty of Israel is slain

upon:thy: high places ; how are the mnfhgy fal-
len 2 + Feli it-not in.Gath, publish it nof in the

“sireicts of: Askelon; lest the .daughters of the
Philistines rejoice, fest the daughters of the un-

- circumcised {rinmph. . . Yé..mountains of Gilboa,

Jet-there be:nodew, neither let there be rain up-

of the mighty is vilely cast away, 'the shield of.
Saul, as though he had -not been. anointed. with
oil. From the blood of the slain, from the fat of
the mighty, the. bow- of. Jonathan turned not

ack,-and the sword of Saul returned not emply.”
. “¢ Spul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant.
in their lives, and in their death they were not
divided ; they were swifter than cagles, they
were stronger than lions.” Ye daughters of s
rag], weep over Sanl, who clothed yon in scarlet,
with other delights; who put on” ornaments of
gold upon your apparel.  How are the mixhty
fallen in the midst of the battle? O Jfonathan,
thou wast slain in thine high places! 1 am dis-
tressed. for thee, my brother Jonuthan; very
pleasant hast thou been unto me ; thy love to me
wids wornderful, passing the love of women.
Iow are the mighty fullen, and the weapons o
war perished 7

othing in the wlhole range of elegiac litera.

ture can be compared to this most beautiful la-
ment. Letus take an exampie or (wo of his
srecl‘es of composition, and compare them with
that just read.  We will present first the ode of
Collins, on the memory of those who fell in the
tebellion of 1745. .

‘“ How slcep the brave, who sink fo rest
With all their country’s wishes bleat !
When spring, with dewy fingers cold,
Returns to deck their hailowed nould,
She there shall dress a sweeter sod,
Than Faney's fect have ever trod,

‘“ By (airy hands their knell is rung,
By forms unscen their dirge is sung,
Their honour comes, a pilgrin gray,
Tobless the turf that wraps their cluy,
And Frcedom shall a while repair,

To dwell, a weeping hermit there.”?

We find in Coilins’ dirge, the purest and most
perfect poetry, and all that excite admiration and
elicit praise, but it cannot be placed beside
David’s lament. That energy of thought—that
expressiveness of imagery—that strength of die-
tion— that gracs ful boldness—thal tenderness of
feeling—that compressing of powerful emotion
into few words, always the chardcteristic of in-
tense passion, which appear in the lament, can-
not be found in the dirce. Time haz numbered
many centuries since the poet of Israe) breathed
this sublime requiem over the departed Saul and
Jonathan ; but yet, it retains a solemn sweetness,
to which nature easilv responds. - Iis sentiments
are engraved on tombstones ; its wonls are sacred
to the memory of the holy and the illustijous
dead.. Asoft as we wander among the quiet
graves of those who have fallen by our side—as3
oft as their glorified forms gather over us in
twilight hours— we fail not te address each one
of them in these touching words, « very pleasant
hast thou been unto me ; thy love to me was won-
derful, passing the love of woman !

One more illustration of the poelry of the Bille
may be given. Itisthe I37th Psalm. ¢ By the
rivers of Bahylon, there we sat down ; yea, we
wept, when we remembered Zion.  We hanged
our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof.
For they t{;at had carried us away captive re-
quired of us a sanz: and they that wasted us,
required of us mirth, saying, ¢ Sing us one of the
songs of Zion.> How shall we sinz-the Lord’s
song-in a strange land 7 Ir [ forget thee; O Jeru-
salem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If
I do not remember thee, let iny Longue cleave to
the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerusalem
above my chief joy.” -
.Lord Byron has changed this Psalm into verse,
bat itis by no means equal to the original.

The patriotism of the Jew was a most elevated
sentiment. 1t was associated with his religion,
as well as his country. All the miracle “that
bad signalized his national history—the memory

1of ancestral worth—~the fondly-cherished hope of

thé Messiah, dearér thap any memory, and
brighter than any other hope—the ‘exclusiveness
of his national character—all conspired to awaken
patriotic feelings. Imagind then his sufferings,
when, a down-trodden exile, he hung his harp
upon the willows of Babylon, and hushed his
song in the profound silence of a burdened bosom !

If such be the poetic claims of this volume, it
must be obvious that its literary merits are above
all estimation. Did ail -literary men- conform
their writings to this divine model, how -healthful
an influence would be exerted! The time will
coma-when this will be the case.. Already some

on y'o’u, nor fielisiof offerings, for there {he shield

of the greatest works of human genius Lave been

1y by maothers.

s

imbuded with “its spifit.’ Milton’s immoital
wem “ Paradise Lost”—=Dr. Young’s ¢ Nighe

houghts??—vurious picces by Cowpr—Polloc’s
¢ Course of Time,” und other pocins, have sprung
from the Bible. T

Let vs not, however, in onr contemplation of
its literary excellence, forget that the great ob-
ject of the incpized volume is to make us wise
unla salvation. To teach us the path to heaven,
and to lead us thither, is its ehief end. For this
its prophets foretoll vvents—its pocts sung—its
kistorians wrote, 17 this Jesus Christ, the Scn
of Gody suffered and died.  For this we live.
Our destiny is Eteinity !” Shall we not then
prize this blessed volume—sotich in its promises,
s0 holy in its principles, so perfect in its revela-
tions ? Shall we not press it to our bosums, as
we walk to tie grave @

HELPING MISESIONS.
SoMETHING may be done for this cause by cach of
the Aissionaries of the Board.  We believe itim-
portant, that every church should he taught and
trained to something for the cause of Jesus Chuist,
The niissionary is essential to the vitality of a
church-~no church can be in a prosperous state
without it. 11 they can do but little, that little
should be dune ; wnd in doing what they can,
they will be strengthened to do morve. LEvery
church, that 1eceives aid, we may believe,
should do something for this canse.  We trust
all our inissionarices will bear this in remembrance,
and do what they can.

Females may render imporianl aid lo this cause,
— They can do much for any cauvse in which they
embark ; and itis our firm conviction, that, in
aiding the cause of Domestic Missions, Christian
females ase acting eminentlv in their appropri-
ate sphere.  The want of religious privileges in
our new and destitute sciilements is felt most
deeply and mest keenly by females, and especial-
We could relate numerous inci-
dents of touching and thilling interests in proof
of this, Hew peculiarly eppropriate, then, to
vur Cliislian  females is the work of sending the
Gospel, with all its holy influences and rich
consolations, to thetr desolate sisters in the wilder-
ness.  Benevolent feinales, give us your aid in
this zood work ! -

We will only add—That the Children in our
numerous Sebbath Schools nay also, and eppro-
prictely, lend their aid to this cause.  Our chil-
dren cannot 100 carly be tanght the ¢ divine art??
of doing sood ; and to feel and act (or the tem-

oral and spiritual benelit of the thousands of
ittle children in their own couniry who are
growing np in iznorance and vice, will be of es-
sential benefit, both to those who give and fo
those who receive, * * ¢ ¢ * ° ¢

The way seems fully open, and every thing
in the providence of God invites to the most en-
eryelic proseention of this great work, =~ What is
now needed is largze resources, and in order to
secure these a deeper and move general interest
in the woik with our Pastors and Churches. Let
it be taken hold of, with a holy and devoled
energy, by all our Pastos, and by every Church
and with God’s blessing, which will not be with-
held, the work will go forward, God wili be hon~
oured, his Church will be extended, our
country will be blessed, and many, ready lo
perisby will be made Lo rejoice in the salvation
whichis in Christ Jesus.—Report of Bord of
Missions, U. 8.

THE DARNEL, THE TARE OF SCRIPTUEE.
Tuis is the darnel (Lolium temulentum,) a
rather large grass furnished with broad leaves, a
stout stem, and growing as high as wheat, among
which it is generally tobe found. Instances have
been known where the seeds of this plant, which
possess peculiarly noxious properties, have acci~
dentally been mised with wheat, and both being
nearly of the same size, it is almost impossible to
separate one from the other by the ordinary pro-
cess of sifting; consequently, whenever this has
happened the resnit has-been very serious, Pex~
sons who have partaken of bread made from
this pernicious mixture, ‘have suffered effects
similar to those froduced by other active poisons.
I bave been more especially induced to men-
tion this banefu) plant, because it is supposed to
be the Tare of Scriptere, with the account of
which iu the parable its character closely agrees.
It is evident that the plent there alluded to is
possessed of yexious qualities, or it would pot




