. mot betoo highly peaised, sinco it scemed o
- o high.sense of tho res
sduty ns aman and a Christinn.

o protracted peril, hg w

‘hiv own ealety, ©

- THHEY RE

CELVED THE WORD WITH ALL READINESS OF MIND, AND SEARCHED THE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER TIIOSE THINGS WERE 80.—AcTs vvir. 11,
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THE BELL OF THE ATLANTIC.
BY MISS D. M. CAULKINS.

[When the steamer struck the shore, the daghing
of the waves against her- frame caused the ‘:)cl) to
“toll. ’The tone of this bell isuncommonly shrill and .
clear, and heard at such a time, wmust have seemed
Jike a peal from another world. If has bheen . fre-
. quently heard since the consummation .ot' the cntft-
)'s}uphe and s still sending forth at intervals its

solemn and piercing sound.]

Storm-spirits, ye did well,
To gwing the fueral bell,
‘That sad night ;
Noting down with iron pen,
When the stragaitnge souls of men
Tuuk their thight.

"Wid the raging tmanlt round,
How the shrill murancing souud
ills the air!
Over-mastering the gale, ; L
Childhoatl's shriek, woman's wail,
Man’s despair,

From efernity's dark tand,
Ont whose cold brink they stand,
Hark ! itediey
Pealing fouh the notes of woe,
Ringing load, rincing tlew,
For the sceuls.

Ah? s net the hroken deck,
Man, mans the only wreek
Worth atear! |
Oh ye seas ! \\'!ml‘:\‘ prize,
What a costly saerifice
Ye toek here !

Yot they perished net in vain @
From thetr peol, from ther paig,
Letus tarn
To the les<ons they tnrniled,
Worth an atgesy ot guid,
But tolearu.

For the sens of Gpd wers there,

Mus wt faithy men of prayer,
Cranrpaessed | :

And ahe fove nf Christ bad power g

“Iawas an avehor i that Bour,
Holding Yast,

hore was one# whoss facn wadseen;
Chake acshinioyg ol serene
CoCrvstal wea »
Subinmed, s i thi siint
Had wlreindy passed the goal,
SR And was freed :
S Thar was et o aunndy browl
Ve rd e vy Jeyus "(ww,“ :
Gl AW b i‘l‘.\“‘. R .
Phedy s rishiig surge Aweplialen
And thedaosened st
S e skl

“Havi voui
IR NI IR S
CAndAf e gh the raping seay
UNew hesavs, 0 Follmgme ;! :
ol wnl g L » )

N thoneht amid the crife,

OF Las wawn deatdi e i,

; Had the ehief ;3

The burden ou his breast,

Woas the Hves of ol e rost,
And their griel

They deapped into the wave -

Sue found fn it A grave.
Seme anack

Duwn, i tste the deeps

Ay they fadl, ue they leap,
“trk ! ol hark!

Now the lond anl silvery bell

Likv an anthem seemed to swell,
Shril} and sweet:

And o group of angels came,

With their bosowms all in flame,
Friends to meet.

They eanght the jewels bright,

As they barst forth t light,
From the elay

And the souls and seraphim

Ina sweet thanksgiving hymn
Passed away.

Yot still upon the deck,

Mid the brenkers and the wreek
Swings the bell ;

Now an anthewm floats nronnd,

Now n Jow nnd dirge-like suund,
And a knell,

Above the thundering breeze,
And the heavy booming sens,
PPealsits woe,
Like n requicn in the air
Wildly moeurnful : It is thero
Swinging slow.
Saslars' Mugazine,

* Dr. Armstrong.” The serene and heaventy eXPres-
sion of his cowntenanee, during the whale of {hat ry-
ing Thursday, has been mentioned: by several of the
survivors,

.t ‘This gentleman, (whose name was not known to the
passenger who velated the cirtumatniice,) was heapd
several times expressing his confidence in God and en-
couraging others to trustin him. Ilo was in the saloon,
and was heard to uttéy thy words, quated . alove, instas
the sea broke over, and dashed the saloon from the deek,
crushing or drowning all who were in it - ‘
1 Agentleman fron: Ohio § wime vot known, ‘
. §/The nobla sell-forgetfubiess of Capt. Duustan enn-
o spring from
pensibility of ' his' post, nnd his
 nman and n. Calw, ‘gentle, -solf-pos-
avssed.” nsaisting nnd , counselling otlievs, or todting for
thoir snfety, without ‘rest or rofreshniont during thoir
as probably too much. exhousted

and ‘benumbed ggle with tho.waves and- recure

s lostrn

Hhave tewded o buoy upand sustain theip son

MEDITATION FOR LIENT.

Thone shalt sake his sonl an offering for sin.~1s, liii. 10,

‘The Prophet here addresses the heavenly Father,
whoin the next verse tespouds to the appeal, Isitnot
so, the Prophet asks, that when thou shalt make his
soul an offeting for sin, he shall see his sced 2 Here
then agaiu we bhave the consumimation ol Messial’s
sullerings, with their vicarious object, in ¢lose con-
nexion now with the Father’s will, and the glorious
reward,  His sonl made an offering—there are the
suflerings o Messiah consummated: made an offer-
ing for stni—-there is their vicarious ohject s thouthe
Father, shalt make—there is the Father’s will;
arhen thou shall make his soul an offering for sin,
be shall see hisseed,” &e.—there is the glorions
reward which shall follow.  Pause for a moment on
the affecting trathy that Messizh should make his
soul an offering for sin.  We have seen lis sacred
body bruised and wonnded, stricken and smitten,
butfeted, pierced, mangled, till death came, when
we followed it to the grave, and beheld how it was
laid.  We have heard somethingof the sorows and
griefs which oppressed his sonl, ¢ My soul” (we
heard him cry) “is exeeeding sorrowhul, even unto
death™  But lest our minds shonld not apprehend
the whele truth, we are Wiere expressly told, #thou
shalt make his soul an offering forsin.®  Christ, as
you are, | trust, aware, in undestaking our redemp-
tion, tooic npon him our nature completely, a human
soulas well asa human hody. e, who originally
was perfeet God, became  perfect wan, of a reason-
able soul and human flesh subsistng.”  This hu-
man soul was susceptible of sorrow. and grief, and

all the innocent sympathies of onr nature. - 1t was
this soul whieh Gell made an offeting for sin. « e

hath made him 1o be sin for us,} a sin-offering for
us, yon see fiow the doctiine corresponds, «who
knew nn sin, that we might.be made the righteous-
ness of God in him.?? Itis the sonl of men that
has most deeply oflended avainst Almizhty God.
« The sond that sinneth, itshal! die?f < Tribulation
and -angpish upon ceery soul of man that doeth
evik®s Therefore, with the soul Messiah made an
attering for sin, It the soul he endured infipite an-
guish, e bowed the head, he zave ap the ghost,
Le breathed torth his soul, he conumended it to God,
ke porred out kis sewd unto death.  What an ex-
pression this, in versa 12! We briefly eonsider it
here with his other meritorious sullirings,  The

expression: ¢ L am poured out ke water, and all
my Fones are oat of jeint: my heart islike way ;
itis melted in . the midst of my hawels) As the
boad of the victim used 10.bo poured forth at” the
altar, so the true Lamb of God poared forth his seul,
empricd and exhausted, breatheid forthy sutreiiered,
sacrifieed - his verysoud for sin and sipters; Others
have been braised and wounded,”. Hetoes fiave died
for thieit country 5 bul, alone time, the fave of glory,
v the shautof victory, or the
anallier, the patriots oty or the Ghristian's ope,,

Marlvis: also have endured dntheirbodies the tey=
“tremilies” of - hiomantorments’y huts in's thed

they hiad peace and consolation; ot diminished, ot
incveased in their hadr of weed. But Chiist
i ery-soul for met

§

.’:‘.

wl He
aloney ‘Far
moret] ro'sor A marty i deathil Lusvas thel
making of his soulai oflesing for siny - Nohero, up
MATIYE, no sainty no angel; no archangel, has done
ot can’do this. Cltis Jehovah’s one only mothod of
expliting sin. 1 “voumy brethren, ave, as | be-
fore asked. poy idea of mental suffirine, anguish of
sonly azony of spirite—if you at all understand the
affecting question, A wounded spirit who esn
bear 77750 then transfer the thought of that suiferines
of soul, muitiplied a thousand and ten theusand
times, auguented, acewmulated, ageravated, Gl 5t
begins to approach toward the full truth, which it
can never reach, transfer it all by faith to Him, wha
wade his soud an offering for sin, and poured out his
soul untodeath.  Let every sionor's enul apprehiend
by faith what the soul of Messiah suffernd for sin.
See how complete a Saviour is proposed for your
acceptanee. You have sinned in body. e gave
his hody to be wounded, bruised, slain, for sinners.
You Liuve siuned in soul.” He gave his soul an ofTer-
ing forsin. What mere would yvou have? what

sacrifieed |

mare could you desire at the hand of God 7 Unless

grant, whoever may expeet it, sin pndoned without
a sacnifice, merey contradicting and opposing justice,
heaven withoul righteousness. {ow shall we
eseape, if we negleet so great salvation?™™”

There is yet one other particular.of the meritorious
sufferings of Messiah, foretold in ver. 12, to whiek [
wauld here advert: # Amd he was numbered with
the transgressors.”  Our Saviour himsell refers to
this prediction : ¢ For [ say unte you, that this that
is wrillen must yet he arcomplishied in me, And he
was reckoned among the (ransgressors: for the
things concerning me have an end.” Again and,
again, even in life, though few care to remember it,
was he numbered with the transgressors, I his
very infaney he was nunbered with exiles and fugi-
tives. He was numbered with the transgressors,
when accounted a deceiver of the people, a glutton-
ons man and a wine-hibber, a sabhath-breaker, a
friend of publicans.and sinners, a worker of iracles
by Beelzebub, a blasphemer against God. Il was
numbered with the transgressors, when Dilate put
his name, and that of Barabbas, a murderer, into the
same question, though in his conscicnee he well
knew that they ought not to be named with (he
same breath, He was especially numhered with
the transgressors—and to this the prophicey donbtless
most  eminemtly refers—when, at the place of
executiony two thieves, malefaciors, were execented
with him, and be in the midst, asif the most guilty
of the three. Thus St Mark, & And with him
they crucify two thieves the onc on his right hand,
and - the other on his eft, And Ue Seripture was
(ulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered with
the transgressore. 8§ Thus did le,the righteous One,
subinit te -be numbeted with the transgressors, with
the worstof criminals, with (he ehiel ol sinners, that
the cliiel of s sinners,and . the  vilest of us trans-
gressorsy might, thraugh Him, be numbered with the
vighteous; snd. hecome pastakers of. an inheritance
with the saintg in light—From Sermons on ITsaiak
liii.. by the Rev. John Hambleton, M, A, Idington,

—

arof shame 3 at

souds:

asTar

mare could you frume your mind to ask? what!

Pealoiist, speaking in Messial's name, has a similar |

you wonld have, what God cannot and will not |

libsell, inchis character af {allen man's anly alane-
mant, (h) nizhiteoustiess, prophet; priest] apd me:

Andeed they had notonly drawn away many insin-

ANTICHRISTS
AND

ANTICHRIST.

wITH

THOUGUTS ON ST.JOJIN IN PATMOS.

[The following atticle is extracted from the in-
troduction to the second edition of the deeply im-
pressive Contmenfary on the Book of Revelution,
lately published by the Rev, I, B, Flliott, A. M.
‘Thé author had been picturing forth the probable
thoughts and feelings of the aged saint, on the har-
ren istand, whither he had been banished ; being
afflieted with ¢ tribulation,” ¢ for the word of God
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.”? (Rev. 1, 9.)
—eand this as they embraced within their scope
alike the past, the presenty and the future® 1tisa
fragment of the _/]ulure (ver connected with the
pasty and with the presenty in the apostle’s medita-
tions, that we are here invited to contemplate, under
the heading deemcd appropriate by an AnsesT
Fraexn,)

* As sorrowful but rejoicing: as re-

» L4

{ It was evidently the very same cpemy to the Lo:d

Joicing yel sorrowful,—sueh was the misture of}
feeling whicl then, "as iu this world it ever must |
do, characterized the true Christian. Jven upon |
its ows account, and of the sufferings it entailed |
upen the Christian brotherhood, persecutions such !
as thatto which the Church was now subject could |
not hut be a cause of pam to. the Apostle: hut yet
more, as considering whence it all originated ;!
¥iz, from thie enmity to God of a world lving under
the influence of the Wicked One.  Nor was porse-
cufion the worst or deadliest of that great enemy’s
weapons against the Christian  Church, which
the apostle bad to lament and to fear. The cor-!
ruption of the Chureh itself, through the intermix-
tuie of dortrines of altogether conlrary spirit and
orizin with the pure and holy doctrine of Christ
cructfied,—this ‘was a weapen” of that subtle foe,
the Prince of this world, the Devil, vet more to be
apprehended. Already indeed this” corrnption hiad |
begun 1o work in individuals and in churches, !
which yet called themselves after the name of
Clirist, * Those grievous walves against which the
apastle Panl had so solemnly warned the Ephesian '
clders, when parting from” them at Miletus, Bad |
alteady shewn themselves in the professing Church
at Fphesus and Laodicra, and far and wide elee- !
where, “The lovers of Judaic sitvalism and Judaie :
fables (0)—of the figments on heavenly things of |
human philosophy. and seience falsely 0 called,— |
of “doctrines of aszetismy’ ar of the lusts of the
flesli,—had each all everywhere  propagated  their
tenete, commixedly or separately, under the Chris?t
tian nanel aliks superseding Christ®s own word, and
the apostles’ by a human tratition” ag.the rale - of;
faithy alike in one way or other superseding Chyist

diator: thereby teaching wpostacy from! the- lead;
apil desteoyiniithe very, essence ol the  Gospel:

cete piofesso
of the fai
‘another

rs.intoerror, hut partially’infeeted some
thiul themselves.: . So. wasithe tiath
) the Lord'sremarkable iparables+ilinss
trated & G The - kingdom of ‘heaven: is! ke tinto'a
man:which sowed good ‘seed in bis field: but' while
men sleplyoan enemy soved ‘tarts: and when' the
Made was sprung up. and brought fosth frait, there
apprared the tares alsol " Could things be s, and
vetthe apostle not feel anxiely for the Chutceh, us
he looked- into-the uncertainties of the coming
Juture? ‘

And this the rather, as hie canld not frreet what
had been fareshown tespecting the coning future
to one and another of tha apastles by the Iy
Spirit,and how some grand apostacy fram the fuith
wit- 10 he expected, ere the second advent of the
Lord Jesus,  So especially St. Panl bad been in-
spired to write 1o the Thessalonjan Christians 4
¢« That day of Christ shail not come cxcept thera
come the apestacy stz togzether with cortain me-
morable words besides, respecting the chicf ol the
apostacy, ¢ And that man of sin be rovealed, the
son of perditinn, who epposeth and exalteth himselr
above all that is called God, or that is worshipped ;
sa that he, as God, sitteth ‘in the temple of Gad,
shewing himself that e is God.”*  Indeed to hime
self, St John, the same issue of events had been
ievealed, and he had been directed to remind
the Christian Church of this great coming enemy
under the very remarkahle name of % the Anti-
christ.””  Tsay a name very notable! TFor it was
not pseudo-Christ, as of those false self-styled
Chiristians, (in professed exclusion and denial of
Jesus Chiist) that the Lord declared would appear
in Judea before the destruction of Jerusalem, and
who did in fact appear there and then: ey but was a
name of new formalion, expressly compounded, il
might seem, by the Divine Npirit for the cceasion,

(@) The first alluded to by $t. Paul in Gal. iii.
1,22, Thil.iii, 2, &e., the sccond in  Tim. i, 4.,
Titus i. L1, iii. 9., Coloss. ii. 16, &e. ’
by “This vital doctrine of the Christian faith was
in a singular manner qute equally set aside by the
twa great branches of the Gnostic heresy.  The
one, founded by Simon Magus originally, held that
our Lord Christ was a man _in appearance only—a
sect ealled in consequence Nocete, or Uhaviomists,
[Tgnatius vehemently denounces these - hereties in
his Fpist. ad Smyramos}—and thus made his really
aloning death & mere iflusion of the senses of the
hystanders.®  The other, that of Cerinthus, admit-
ting the Aumanily of Jesns Christ, denied his divi-
nity, and thus, making his death thatof a mere man,
denicd it the virtue whereby it became a full and
satisfactory alonement (o the Divine Father for  the
sins of the world.—Moreover the teachers of ejther
class represented themselves as the < great posver of
God™ (Acts vili.. 8, 10,) &e., and as having .in
themselves those treasures of * divine wisdom nnd
knowledge, which, as St Paul ss strongly insists
on inchis epistie to the Colossians, resided altogether
inthe Tord Jesus: hence superseding Christy and
so being, as St. Johu calls them, and - in the proper
stnse of the word, as will presently appear, .dnti-
christs. : e i
“(e). See Josephus, De B. 1, ot Lardner, or Bishop
Newten. : R T

*Matl, xxvi 28, +2Cor, v, 21, t Erek, xviii, 4, 20,
§ Rom tic 0§ Pan., xxit 14, 9 Trov. xviii, Ly,

1

** lab, it, 3. 1§ Luke xxii, 37, {§ Mark xv, 27, 8,

. 'l‘crhﬂ\._mli‘.‘ Marcion iii, (i sh‘o}lgl;’ marks {his
saying that il Christ weren phantom, his was ' no trie

i Domitian®s reign had crossed those fiontiers, and

- catinn< that the dizsolution of the empire inits pre-

Lwere.given tiice over lomeasate itz iy one place:
[ ¥ tiney times, and 2 half time7 or 1260:davs ; and

f fumctionary,or a

and as il to express some idea throngh its elymolo-
gical force which no older word could so well ex-
press, ANticiimisTi even as il he wm.\hl' appear
someway asa Vice- Christ, (a) in the mystie Temple,
or professing Church, and in that character act the
astrper and adversary against Christ’s true Chureh
and Christ himself. Nor did it fail to strengthen this
anticipation that the Gaostic heresiarchs, and others,
did in a subordinate sense act thal very part already;
by setting Christ proctically aside, while in mouth
confessing Him, and professing themselves in his
place the power, wisdom, and salvation of God. (h)
But where, how, and whence, his manifestation

Jesus Clhristy and his saints, that had been long be-
fore foreshewn to the prophet Daniel ;) and very
singolarly bis prophecy seemed to eonneet this anti-
christ with the Romen Empire, the Jast of these
four kingdoms thal were lo hold in snecession the
supremacy of the world, until the times of the
Genliles were fuolfilled; even as if he were to be
the head or chief over it, not indeed in ite present,
but in some subscquent and final form.(d) _ With
which view well accorded what was added in lis
prophecy by St. Paul,  For he spoke of the seed of
the apostacy which wae to bring forth Antichrist as
already sown : () but that there was ¢ rerfain
hindrance fitst to be removed out of the way, (f) a
hindrance well understond in the Chureh to mean
the Roman Empire as at thal time constituled (g)
—ere room could be made for the Antichrist’s
development.

And when then might the first of these changes
occur, and impesial heathen Rome fall to make way
for himy? Was the awful and increasing moral cor-
ruption of the mass of ils population,—a eorruption
which the heathen Juvena! (even as if in illustra-
tion of St Paul) had just recently been pourtraying
in its naked turpitude ~—was the alionation of the
public mind from its imperial rulers, throngh disgust
at their Jong and almost wninterropted carcer of
vice, folly, and emelty, the suhject of Tacitus®
dark picturings (hy—and azain wers the successes of
the Dathiam, Darian. Parthian, and other barbarians,
hoveting on the frontiers of the empire, that under

baidly attacked and defented more than once the
Roman legions,—were these several signs of the
times, internal and external, to be rezardeld as indi-

sent form waswear at hand, and so the first great
step about to be taken,.in the progress of events
towards the  conswmmation 2 and then as to the
anlichrist that would follow, how leng was tohe the
time of bistrivmph? Mystical pariods in Daniel

again in.another, yet more particularly, 1260, 1200,
and 1335 dayst a period reaching 10 (he'fime oF the
enemy’s desiruction by seme”judgment of fire, like

re

=

: "(a).‘z‘i\ IThPis05: P When = eeriis compounded

with aneun signifyine an ogent of any kindy,

tionaryy the compaundsvord.eithier:s

: i ot netiongry'of the same |
he ‘!owvx‘ng ihr
500 ;

posingyor sometines both.:
listot-examples Will show (

1

eefold’

L Avzeded 2oz one in a brother's e
Asdumeasos. a prcr'cm'xsnl: )
Avriflzoz, one in place of orlike.a God,

ad.

i1

A;..,—an/:,,y,;f‘.;, an epposing svrestler,

AvTizad.cizig 1 counteiawrestior,
yTid0ho 5w watch posted azainst ano-
ther, a hostile sentry.

Avvisuyady

.{\r

~nay t counter.senate.

? i

ITL Ay;,;g,afn.}.og, 1. a proprmtor, 2. the
ehemy's general,
A;-;—,ﬁw;,).w;, 1. a vicerov, 2. arival

king —and so, again, A"”“-’”P"”PO;’
The fo'lowing from Dion Cassius, Book L, re-
specting Augustus® arrangement of the great 1'ro-
vineial Governors, will well illusirate the Jdirst of
these lists. T'gr gug
.

these WO T TO TETOU TP TIY0U

<
QITISPUTHY0US 2ot D UT L T0us
In the New Testament ‘the only compounds of the
kind are used in the sense of this first clags of
words 3 a5 gy pmaroz. Proconsul, Acts xiii. 7.8,
112, xix, 38 and beth on that account, and yet more
heeawse the eld word psendo~Christ would almust
have expressed the idex of a counler-Christ, 1 con-
clude that this must he St John's intended sense of
Antichrist :—Qn AW;SSO; I shall illusirate Part
iv. chap. ii.

I must particularly beg the reader to bear in mind
that the word cannot with elymalogical propriety
mean simply a persan opposed to Christ : but cither
a vice- Christ, or counter- Christ, o both. The point
will recur ami be ilinstrated as we procead, both from
the fathers and from history. It is most ‘important,

(by So Simoen Magus, e read, Acts viii. U, 10,
gave out that < he was the greaf power of God.*?
And Irenmus says of him, i 20, & {fic mullis quasi
Leus gloviticatus est, et docuit semet ipsum esse
qui inter Judwos quidem quasi Filjus apparuerit,
&oy® and again, % Ipsum - venisse wt hominibus sa.
lutem prasiaret per swam agnifionem : alse Jerom
on Matt. xxiv, (om. iv. i. 144,) & Simon inter
ceterain suig voluminibus seripta dimittens, Fro
shm seemo Dei, Bgo omnipotens, Fio omnia Dei,
&e. Awain of the  Carpocrations Irenmus says, i,
2, ¢ Ad tantum elationis provecti sunt wt qnidam
se similes esse dicunt Jesu, et secundum aliquid, iilo
Jortiores - Aud so Ephiphanius, i, 30, &c.

(¢) Dan. vii. 8, 20, & xi, 36, -

(d) This great subjectaf prophecy w
he nygain reverted to by me, and ol
sion in the Commentary ensuing. ,

(e) 2 Thes, i T3 ¢ The ‘mystery of iniquity
doth already work, &e, et

(f) “ Only he that lettelh will et miil he e
faken out of the way - and then shall that wicked
one be revealed,? &e. ibid... . ‘

(€) So Tertullian But [ 'must amain refer to the
body of my work for the Tubter explanation of these
points, e e o

¢hy - Lacitus too was
of Nt John

ill necessarily
fuli discys-

faim

a coteniparary of the old age

that of Sodom, (z) and the

‘blessings? ara!
-edand, by th

revelation of the bright- =
ness and blessedness of Christ’s coming.” But were.
those days meant as simple days?  Was antichrist’s .~
reign thus 1o be very short the apostle himselt.
possibly to live to see its beginning and - end ;'and -
so that memorable saying of Chiist, </ If [ will that

he tarry till I come,” to be {ulfifled according. to
the interpretation which many of the disciples had
originally put upon it %(b) - A clearer lighton these
grand subjeets was needed, and perhaps that light.
might not unreasonably be expected. - For the Lord
had promised, just hefore his death, that he would -
by his Spirit foreshow to the disciples things to
come :(¢) and the promise had scarcely as yet Tte-
ceivad its due fulfilment. o

[ think we can hardly err in supposing tha
thoughts like these were much: in the mind of the
beloved disciple, during his time of exile and penal
suflering in Patmos ; and that they mnst have often
breken out info fervent prayers. I so, just as in
the case of the Prophet Daniel(d), the visions cf
the apocalypse may be considered as an answer to
them. It was one Lord’s day during his sojourn
there, (perhaps the Easter Sunday,) (c) before sun-
rise, conformably with the season and hour of
Christ’s resurrection from the dead, just sixty-three
years previous,—that a voice was heard behind
him which told that the revelation was to be given.

¢ I was in the Spirit”, he tells us, ¢ on the Lord’s
day ;> that is, rapt in extacy from the earthly
scene, hefore him : *¢and [ heard behind me a great
voice as of a trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and
Omega, the first and the last.”” It was the Lord
himself that spoke.’? ¢ ¢ Tt e

MAN'S RUIN AND HIS REMEDY,
2 Con, iv. 7. v

Man’s ignorance of God by nature, in an awlul
manner aflrcts both his condition and his character-
It aflects his character: having his understanding
darkened, he is alienated from the life of God, from
holiness, through the ignorance that isin him. But
the gospel, by removing this ignorance, produces a
tatal change in his condition and character; and
these are the views given by the apostle in the epis-’
te from which the . text is tuken, The gospel is
spoken of as a ministry of reconciliation, declaring
that God hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus
Christ. 1t thus changes the condition of all these
who cordially embrace’it. "It is also spoken of as.
being made ¢ feetual, through the spirit, in thang-
ing their hearts : « We all, with open face hebold= "
ing 2sina glass the elary of the Lord, are changed .
into the same image {rom plory to glory, even as by
the Spirit of the Lord.?? - And - what'is ihe ‘glory ‘of
the Lord; ‘as herereferred 102 It'is his lolines
The praver'of our Loed for his-lisciples. implies the
same—=Sanclify s them Y throngh ' thy -traih s thy
weord s truth .22 And we are said to'be  horniagain
hy e word of God 15 e that wardi®> adds ahe
e, & which,’ by the gospiel,is pieached unio
And,fitted by the pardonaf *sin’ '
nur.nalure i for communion with: (
“bestawed wjon‘us thre

wl
g

i

it and precioy ;
' e.power of the: Spiril; - felfilled 1o
every true helievers'strength for,ever_‘,'f“duty,-snp
portunder every tital; direction in every "diﬁ'x'cully',
peace - in a world s of trouble, the ' peace  of
Christy @ peace’ which passeth’ all understanding.
Even in his present state, the true Christian jsa
temple of the Holy Ghost 3 his fellowship is with
the Father, and with bis Son Jesns Christ; he isa
partaker of the divine nature ;a son, invited to come
boldly 10 a throne of grace, that he may obtain mer-
ey, and find groce to helpin every time of need ;
and, when death approaches, possessing the trea
sure of e gaspel, shedding abroad in his heart the
light of the knawledse of the glory of Cod in the
face of Jesus Christ, he has assurance of victory over
it.  Contrasting man’s state by nature with his state
hv grace, is not that a treasure which God has ap-
pointed as a means o(mscmng hitn Fram the one,
and intredicing him inte the other? And suchis
the gaspel, as an instrument employed by the Spirit
‘tnopen men’s eyes, to turn them from darkness
to light, and fions the power of Szt unto God
that they may receive forgivencss of sins, and ijn.
heritance among them which are sanctified by faith
thatisin Christ Jesus.,”  Again: as the. idea of i
great value is nsually -altached to the term o troq. .
sure,’? 5o is often that of greatabundance.  And so ‘
abundant are the {reasures of the gospel, that all are

invited to parteke of them. Thus we read, ¢ Ho

every one that thirsteth.” A again,  Come uni

to me all ye that labour and are heavy laden.»

And again, ¢ Him that cometh unto me, 1 will in

no wise cast ot For God our Sa viour will have

all men to be saved, and to come muto the Enn\\'ledgé . o
of the truth. It is the intention of God, in the eps- Bk
pely toshow the excecding riches of his grace ir\;h‘is‘ .
kindness towards us by Jdesus Clrist, Itisa dispen-
sation adapted to all nations, alj classes, rich and’
poor, learned and unlearned 5 all ages, not exveluds
ing the babe and snekling, out of whose mouth God
had perfected praise § all stations—Corneliug ‘the
soldier ; Zenas, the lawver, Luke the physician ;
Zaccheus, the publican ; Erastus, the shamberlajn : ‘
Dionysius, the” Arcopagite Joseph - of :\rimathea: )

the councillor; Herod's courtiers, and Bartimegs the .
beggar 3 the Ethiopi .

g an nebleman, and Ouesimus the-
slave: all characters—the mollizate woman of Sa-

maria, the hard-hearted Phitippian gaoler, the dying:
thief, the covelons, the drnkard, (he reviler,” the-
cxtoru\oner«—far such had “been “the Corinthians—:
tha Heathen walking in abomi:mb_lc idolatiies, worke
(o) Dan. viio 11 Jude 7i&e
Perhaps the very estruetion ’02’"“ "
the cities "of Hereulanenwm and Pompeli by v\gg;;f
canic fire might aceur also to the apostle’s mind.net.
no inapt illustration, ‘on’ a emy 2, of thnt Jate

ceeding wre;

.
H

s Luke xvii. a9,
recent and tenible” g

! v emall e
;mub_yc‘t |lnore awiul catastropne, :

(b) dohn xxi. 23, < Then went this saying ad
ameng the “brethren, “that lhiu“disci'plg :;;Zn;]lsr?;:;:
die,” &e. © Compare - too "Mat. xvi. 25+ e Ther
b some standing here which shall not taste ol deatly
A they see the Son of Man coming’ ihigs

m.c in his' kings
dom.” - Another and ynite: diflerent oxplaixuti!éu
“of either passage may of course be' give i

(&) Johno xvio 1807 ncn
Loy Dan, xL 12, R P
(€) So' Dauhuz, p. 82 7 (" tiwn
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atoning dea\hv, * aud.we are therefore yetin our sins.”

>+ andy like the latter, died under

'

Trajon,
aja s

of Tertullian. in which the Easter Siga

called Dominicus dics weer

. saster Sunday;
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