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“Brydges from his engagement iwith them in -order that
they might confer upon him the Secretaryship of the:

“Company he had so long and faithfully served. " This
application was not successful, however, and Mr. Brydges
prepared to remove to his newly-chosen field of labour.
Before leaving England ho received many lasting tokens
of friendship; amoung others, a silver inkstand from the
members of the * London and South.Wastern Literary
and Scientific Institution,” of which he had been Hon,
Secretary aud one of the first promoters.

Mr. Brydges arrived in Canada in January, 1855, and
took up his residence at Hamilton, the Canadian head-
quarters of the Great Western Company. He proceederd
without delay to organize the working stafl’ of the road.
and n this task he proved his intimate knowledge of
human nature which must so often have stood him in
good stead while regulating the places and promotions o!f
the great armies of employees he has had to command.
embracing in their ranks all classes and kinds, from the
eminent engineer and skilled mechanic down to the
humble stoker or day labourer, aud from the ablest and
most experienced office man down to the simple copying
clerk. We remember many of those who in the- early
days of the Great Western were appointed by Mr. Brydges
to different posis in the service of the Company, and it is
matter of surprise that, after a lapse of more than fifteen
years, so many of them to-day occupy positions of higher
trust and responsibility, either under Mr. Brydges on the
Grand Trunk. or in the service of other Railway Com
panies. To be able to surround himself with able oft
cers is one of the chief elements in the success of a comn
mander; and in this matter Mr. Brydges has certainiy
given high proof ¢f his ability. The personal attachmen:
to himself of the employees under him has been so often
evinced publicly during his Canadian career that in this
notice we shall not attempt to enumerate them all: .
we may remark that they prove how judiciously and
fairly he has acted Ly those who have been engaged uniler
him.

In January, 1854, a portion of the Great Wesicrn line
was opened, and within the year the whole
pension Bridge 10 Windsor. The traffic
excead the most sanguine expectations of
moters of the enterprise, the dividend on the third year
being as high as eight per cent. This sudden prosperity
was, perhaps, a misfortune for the Company, for it
undoubtedly temipted many of its warm friends to favour
the construction of the Southern, or what was formeriy
known as the ¢ Bertie’ line, skirting the Lake Erie Shore
almost parallel with the Great Western. Mr. Brydges.
on the other hand, while cultivating closer and more ex-
tended connections with the American roads East and
West, stoutly, and, as it subsequently appeared, success-
fully, resisted the Southern scheme. The. discussion on
this question was a long and acrimonious one, arraying in
its progress many former friends in personal antagonism;

line from Su-.
bade fair 10

the early pro-

"_the animosities it created have doubtless long ago been
healed by time. It is worthy of note, however, that some
two years ago, a speculative (or speculating) American
succeeded in reviving the charter in the Ontario Legisla-
ture; and that the final success of the road is only now
being utterly destroyed by the construction, by the G.W.R.
Co., of what is called the * Air line’® or branch from the

" Great Western Station at Glencoe to the Buftalo and Lake
Huron (or G. T.) Station at Canfield. By the partial
use of the Great Wastern and Grand Trunk lines this
new road will give the shortest possible route from
Detroit to Buffalo, and will therefore be of advantage to
both. At least the fact that both companies surrender
the use of a part of their track to complete the line
proves that the managers are working in accord in the
matter. Tt has to Le stated that the Directors in England
fully sustained Mr. Brydges in his opposition to the views
of his Canadian colleagues in the Directory on the subject
of the Southern Railway.

The discussion of this Southern Railway question, upon
which the stockholders of the Great Western were sc
much at variance, led to numerous virulent attacks upor:
the general management of the line; and the reduction ot
dividend consequent upon the increase of railway facili-
ties and the depression of trade, gave point to these
charges, which in a time of high dividends would have
- passed without notice. ‘A committee was sent out o
Canada to investigate these charges, and their report,
though not sustaining toany degree the complaints made.
was considered so unfair towards the management of the
road that it was rejected by the shareholders, nnd Mr.
Brydges sustained by a large majority. During the dig
cussion of these two questions—the Southern Road and
the Great Western Management—his powers as a writer
were frequently tested, and the extraordinary tact, ability,
~'and, we may add,  plausibility, which he _,di.ég]ayed were
- confessed by all parties. In the ‘‘railway literatureV of
that tiine, his contributions are pre-eminent for elegance
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and ‘force, s well as closenoss a%id clenrness. of -argu-
ment. © . o ‘

Mr. Brjfdges. who had fought the guestion’of msunnge-

‘ment on both sides of the Auantio, having speni thi -

winter of '60-61 in England. returaed to Canada after the

discomfiture of his opponents, ad the citicens of Hamil. -

ton entertained him ot a wonst ¢ banguet 1t the Crystal
Palace in May, 1861, There w.s an immense gathering
including many prominent v .n rom & distanee; it was,
in tuet, a complete ovation  On that occasion the ewm-

ployees of the railway pre-outed him with & magnificent .
service of plate, which cos. $3.000 nt Tifthny's, New Yorlk; -

and the old employees ¢. the rond who had loft its ser.
vice expressed their re.ard aud esteem by presenting him
with a splendid gold wateh and chein,

Lhe stion of smalgamating the Great Western and - \ " .
he question « nalgt g the G " - fun and frolic the wassail.bowl is brought in, the half-burned

Grand Trunk Companies nexi became the topic of dis-
cussion, Mr. Bryages, on behalt of the forsuer, and Mr.
Watkin for the litter, favouved the project, and the pre-

Aiminary agreerient was approved by the Boards of the

two Comparntes. At this timae, '61-62, the press of Ca

nada teemed with angry diseussion on ratlway aftnivs, and -

M. Brydge

# came 1 for his full share of ceusure as well
ag praise. "

or a tew months, fror the prelimivary agres

ment between tha companies until September, 1862, he

managed both lines ; but the amalgamation huving com-

pletely fallen through, he resiguned ghi managemens of

the Great Western, and has since econtinued to hold his
presont position ron the Grand Trunk Railway., It was
not iong after this, if they had not already commenced,
it negociations took place for the snmlgamation of thie
buttalo and Lake Huron Railway with the . T R,
wgreement for which was finally completed bLetwren the
twe companies within the next two yewrs: sud tha
tion of the Cuvadian Pariiament was wought for the ar
rangement. The bill ran the gaunilet forseveral sezsions,
out it finally passed at Outawa in 1866, The leasing of the
tulialo Suspension Bridge (now being buiit) by the ¢ T,
K. 1= another of those bold projects by which Mr. Brydges
nas shewn his capacity for what may farly Le ealled Eail
way Statesmanship, in order to place his company in the
irontrank among the railway enterprises of the continent.
-t is gratifying to state that at the lust general meeting
oif the English stockholders in London his policy aned his
administration were both heartily endorsed.
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During the last ien years Mr. Brydges has been (e
honoured guest at many banquets throughout the coun- .

try, but our space forbids any detailed allusion to them.
lie holds the rank of Lieutenant.Colonel in the Grand
Trunk Brigade of Volunteers, and is also one of the four

Commissioners appointed to superintend the construction

of the Intercolonial Railway.

CHRISTMAS IN THE FATHERLAND.

Nowhere, perhaps, throughout the world, not vven iu Eng-

. , " land—certainly not in Canada—is Christmss more carefalliy
but in the end the Southern scheme totally collapsed, and . y sLUas 13y

observed than in Germany., Take what part you will of the
Fatherland, from Pomerapia to Swabia, from Westphalia to
Silesia~among the charcoal-burners of the Black Forest, on
the vine-covered slopes of the Rhine land, the whole vountry
is given up 1o joy and thanksgiving, the: cares and tronbles
of business are lost sight of for the time, and nothing is pur-

mitted to occur that might mar the gaicty of the festive
Tt is not in Germany that when Christmas Day fafls .

season.
upon a Sunday, the next day’s holiday is denied to the
working people. In some parts, nearly the whole of the

_month of December is set apart as a holiday, and thronghout
“the whole country both the week before and the week after

Christmas Day are given up entirely to the festivitivs of the
Season.

spared, are allowed a few days to spend with their friends.
As to the Christmas festivities as practised in Germany,
they are much the same as anywhere else,

immemorial, and are practised to thisx day with but little
alteration. Like us, the Germans have their Yule log, their
tree laden with presents, their Christmas carols; but muny of
their Christmas customs are entirely unknown fo us, We

pave neither the Yule-clap, the Christkindlein, or Christehild,

nor the Three Wise Men- ol the East; our very Father Chyist.
mas, or Santr Claus, is of German origin,
worthy gentleman ix known as Koeclst Rupreeht ; his Lusiness

is to go rofind some days before the holidays anud note down -
on a hoge slate, which he earries; the conduct of the chil. .

dren for whom he will bring presents on Christmus Eve, L
like our Father Christmas, however, Knucht Rupre
imaginary pursonage.
time by one person deputed for the purpose in weach villnge
who dresses himself, before commencing his ronnds, ina huge
fur coat, a mask, and a flaxen beard, a wrenth of ivy on Iiix

‘n-
cht is nn

head, a green girdle round his waist, and o hirch-rod covered -

with Lells in his had. The children, of coursy, are not in
the secret, and stand in great awe of the good Father,
betide those that incur his displeasnre—sbirch-rords and
pebbles are all their share of the Christmis presents that KEnecht
Ruprecht brings.  On Christmas Eve he makes
uccounts, and prepares his presents for those of the
who have deserved them, and the following day the distrihu
tion takes place. After dusk the children are assembled in

up

its beig The door of the. ndjoining
roor: opens at A given siguul, and the “bappy children
rush in with a cry of joy and surprise -at the beantiful

el —

Everyone that can manage it spends the holidays at -
, home—the student leaves his university, the apprentice his
workshop, and in many cases the servants, as many as can he

Our own Christ- |
_mas customs are mere imitations of the old German Weijh.
nacht rites, many of which have been handed down from time |

In Pomeranin this .

The character is assumed for the .

cbesiege the rumsining fortrosses on e
for woi
; Heeond, under Von Werder,
his | ment of the Juin, for the purpose of attacking thenrmy of the'
TEN

childhen |
" surrender of Strasburg, erested the

. : ; kouth of France,
& room in which they are kept closely goarded unti] their !

inipatience reaches. jts height,
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sight which awnits them, In the middle of the rtoery
is the 'Christbaum, lighted up with ifunumerable ‘way
candles, .and covered with presents of overy dencription,
At the foot of the trea is the mauger with the Holy Childw
the Christkindlein—the Virgin and S{. Joseph, and (he g
Enesling in adoration, while around them stand the oxen,
looking on us if in wounder at the strange sight; and far up
ot the topmost branch of the tree is 0 golden star, emblema.
tic ot the wondrons star that. guided the Wise Mon from  the
Hast 1o the lowly habitation of Mary and Josephs ' Then
comres the distribution of the presents, -of half of thuem wt
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ivast—=tor the remainder are geserved for agother occasion—

and the yuleclap, of surprise preseiits, are brought in one afier
another. enusing wneh werriment by the strange way in whick
they are done up.  Purbups'a large purcol, after almost infinit,
windiug, is found to contain only a wa‘nut, which being
vpened discovers » ring, oralocket; stockings or balls of
wool, after thiz fashion, vften contain watehes or knives, and
oven the howely petato is known to have preduced such
costly articles as disnond pins and peard rings.  After much

tupers on the toee sre blown out, th be rekindled an New Years
Dav, aud the tived and happy youngstors are sent off to bed.
L ilustration gives a scene of Christmuas home life ina
German funily—-a seene of happiness and contentment such
as, alas, was repeated in hut few families in the Fatherland
Inst year,  The merey, careless stiddent, who blows the smok.
1 many virclivg ringlets inte the air, ing oxchanged Lis gay
university cap and sash {or the spiked helmmet and lenthers
Ledt, hay laid eside his pipe to take up the nevdle-gun, and iy
uow far away on the fertile plavins of Fraove, spending his
Christmas heforg the walls of Poarts. And in the bomecirgle
whitt a change hns taken place! the children's lnughter s
husbod, the mather's smile has given way to tears, anxicty bos

(teken the place of thi: peace and goodwill proper to Christnias.
RITTS

Aud thix is the picture that many, many Germae
mmilies offer this Christmas-tide.  From the highest to te
fawest tn the land, in many a home-cirole, there i8 whispered
frur, gnnwing auxiety for the ‘¢ our Friiz" who has gohe 1e
risk his e at the call of the Fatherland

SURNING ©F CLEMENTS SASH FACTORY, TORQONTO.
On the eveniug of Satecday, the 17th udt, o tre was dig-
cavernd, abont twenty minutes past seven, under the stairease
of Clements’ Sash Fadtory, Front street, Toronts My
MoGaw, of 1 Queen's Hutal, with & few other genticmen,
wished it The origin of the fire, wt that parti.

speedily exiir
culu spot, contirmed My Clements and others in the conyic.
tion shut the fire was the wark of an incendiary and a strict
sanrehowas weordingly made, but no further signs of fire werr
fenid - However, at sleven o'clock the belis again rang the
alarm, the tactory being cnce more discoveral to be un fine,
asd this tiwe setiously.  Before the water could be brought
1nto pliy, the whole building was in one mass of flames, which
spread rrpidly owing to the combustible nature of tts contents,
it becnme necessary to send for ihe third engine, and soon
three strang jets were being poured upon the burning sanys.
Almwst from the outsot all hopis of saving the factory were
atandoned, and Mr. Clements directed the firemen to devote
their cnergics to prevent the fire from tnking hold of Messrs
Jacqnes & Hay's astablishment, which adininsg Mr, Clemen.y
property.  Fortupately their offorts were svecessful, and »
still moare serious catasteophe was averted,  Shortly aftey the
fire Lroke out in the faetory, & convincing praof of this disaster
being the work of an incendinry was afforded by the dizcavery
tuat the stable, which is situated some distanee from the fac-
tay, was on fire fnade.  This incipient conflagration was
soon cxtingaishud before it had attained any hoxdway ;) ha!
tiris not been done, nothing could have saved the immonse
stock of jumber with which the structure was surrounded.
About half-past cleven tiie roof of the factory fell in with o
tremencdous crash, and the seene at that thne wis & grand one,
the interior of the building resembling one vact firpace ; the
Acurs were consumed very shortly after, and the henrvy joiste
falling at intervafs sent futo the aic wyrinds of sparhs, which,
beringg enrehend off by the brisk wind capsed great apprehension
for the safety of fhe sariounditg building, By widniglt
nothing remained bhut the mere shiell of the building, with its
hurning contents in one flaming heap in the basement story.
At one time fenre that the boiler would Burst wers entertained,
but furtanately one of the pipes Lreakiog allowed any steam
generated from the seater rommdning in it adter the day'’s work
W eseape. A inspection of toe place revealed o niclancholy
gcene of dexslation, the building being completely gutted, and
the vajuable v hivery Lent and twisted into all kinds of
shapes.  Some idea of the intens: heat 1o which it was sub-

Tjected may be forined when wie state that a portion of the

irnnwark rouwd the boiler was completely wmelted,  Ofall the
valunble nontents of the factory, and the completed work in
it, not o particle remained, aud o quantity of vatueble lumbar
in the yard contiguous was completely destroyed, ay was also
4 planing machine which was ontside the building,  Mr.
Cleryents calenlates his losg on stock and inachinery ni'Sa.OOO,
noue of which amount is coverrd by insuranee.,  That the fire

“was the work of inceadinrics appears beyond a doubt, as but a

tew moments before Mrs, Clements discovered the flames, she
distinctly heard the foststeps of two porsons leaving the place,
Lut thought nothing of it nntil alurmed by the unusual Jight
in the yard. The flre broke out the second tme ynside thv
viilding, and, as it seemed, in sovernd places ub ance; by the
times the engines mrrived, and they wern promptly an the spot,
the whale of the interinr of the factory was In 0 blaze,  Mr
Clemeits has offered n reward of 5200 for such information ns
wiil lead to the apureliencion of the perpetrator of the act,

EXTENDING THE WORTIFICATIONS OF LYONK,

After the fall of Strasbure in September the investing arnoy
wes divided inta two porticng, onc of which was detailed to
astern  frontine,
Brivach, aud Belfort, while the
pushed forward into the depari-

Scliclestadt, Colmar, New

East, under Garivaldi, and opening the rond to Lyong. - The -
fall of Schelestadt and Now Brigach, following ro quickly the

nrg, wildust excitument in the
» ] i he ‘most exnggerated rumours: wure clr-
enlated amony the iorror-stricken lnbnbitants, who com-
menced (o move from the open country Into.the  fortified
lowng, where every preparation was being wade to offer &
stubborn resistance to the invading host.  Lyons was the



