CHRISTIAN THRIFT.
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+ % Charge thom that aro rich in this

world, that thoi bo -not high minded, nor trust in uncortaiti
+iches, but in tho living Lord, who givoth us richly ail t

ings to cnjoy ; that thoy do good, that thoy bo

ich in good works, roady to distribute, willing to communicato ; deving up for themselves a good founda-
23& I:gzin;lz ‘lhc time to come, that they may lay hold on dernal tife.'—1 Tim, vi. 17-10. 8

Among the various counsels and directions
given by Paul to Timothy, for his guidauce

J

or to be servile, grovelling, and envious; justag
external circmnstances call into action, and

in the pastorate of the church at Ephesus,— | furnish scope for the displey of the one or the

comprising rules for his.own conduct, aund
regulations respectitig the worship, govern
ment and discipline of the church, the quali-
fication of its ministers, and the character and
duties of its members,—this special charge for
the iustruction of the wealthier portion of the
Christian community occupies a deservedly
conspicuous place. For, whil it isan ad-
‘mouition confined in its terms to the one
class of persons whomn it addresses—* the
ricl in this world,"—who, in the Apostle’s
time, and almost ever since, have been the
wminority in most Chuistinn congregations,—it
yet refers to dangers and dutjes, aud to ruling
principles which have a far wider than a class-
app)icat’xon‘, \ﬂlh_:h have a relation to, and af.
fect man ag man, whatever his circumstances
may be, whatever his relative position or
rank in the social scale.

It is not the “rich in this world” alone who
are prone to be “high-minded,” and to trust
in uncertain viches; the poor man may be as
proud in spirit, as haughty and over-bearing in
his own sphere, and as big with selfmport-
ance as his wealthy neighbor.  The poor man
may trust ip, and value riches as bighly asthe
milliovaire. Necither riches umor poverty in
themselves, however they may affect aud modi
fy the maupers, create and determine charac-
ter in any man. Selfkunowledge, scltdisci®
plice, the cultivation of good and kindly
feeling, with the fear and love of God, wil
give moral worth and beauty to vich and
poor alike. 'The want of these qualities will
leave man, at beart, a selfish ingrate; selfiseek-
ing, self-inddlgent; regardless alike of the in.
terost of his brother, and of the glory of his
God; to be luxuriots, prond and  disdaiufal;
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other family of vices.

The common features of bumanity in their-
better and worse lineaments are the property
of all, thuugh’ the relative prominence given
to these commnon features, differs in each in.
dividual in sympathy with all the differ.
ences in lot, in culture, and in temperament
which distinguish one person from another
all the world over.

We have all our weaknesses, our faults, oup
errors.  We are all sinful; and foolish and
hurtful lusts and passions are harboured or
hidden in every human heart. Oppressive
poverty, with jts attendant privations and
sorrows, leads to one kind of temptation, and
snares, and evokes a corresponding kind of
mistaken and evil surmise and purpose from
the heart of the care-worn aud toil-worn
poor. And, on the other hand, abundant
wealth and great possessions, with the grati-
fications they permit, and the distinetion and
“the flattery which they bring, lead to another
kind of temptation and snares, and call into
action other evil passious; while they furnish
a field for the root of all evil to grow up, in
that humbler circamstances do ot admit of.

So there is great need to “charge the rich
that they be not high-minded, vor trust in
uncertaiu riches, but in theliving God.  *  *
That they do good, that they be rich in good
works, ready to distribute, willing to com-
municate; laying up in store for themselves
a good foundaulion for the time lo come, that
theyy may lay hold on cternal life” And
there is very mach need to charge other than”
therich i like terms, as we bave seeu; so
(hat thero lies in this test a faithful admoni-
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