BOOKS

AND WYWOTIONS.

BOOK BORROWERS.

N old  Harlein Ms, contafns ¢
A warning whirh In those dnys
would not be dinregiarded, nud
o! which the following s n transintion :
<The booke of Bt Mary and St. Neh-
olus 0 Arransteln, the which it anyone
shall purloln 1t may he dle the death,
may he be cooked upon n gridiron, may
tnlitug wickness and fevers attack him,
aud may he be broken upon & wheel and
nung.” Books were valuable and pos-
wereed by few sase the priests and very
wealthy , hence the dread anathema.

The following lines are commoniy In
one form and another *

Rteal not this ook, my worthy {riead,

For fear the gallows may be your -nd;

Up the ladder and dawn the rope,

There you'll hang until you choke ;

fhen I'H eone along and say —

*Where v that book you stole away

In »n volume of sermony from the pen
vl a divine who has long since gone to
rest, some irreverent reader had witten
the fullowing, wlhich, if not quite
apropos, may be lere quoted -

If there should be nnother flood,

For refuge hither tiy,
Though all the world shuuld be zub
merged,
This book wuuld still be dry.

In onec or two cases scripture texts
have supplied the rec “ired warning
ugainst the crime of peculation, or the
1ex8 helnoun gin of omitting to return a
horrowed voluwe,

The author of the follunwing evidently
had no very high opintun of book bor-
rowers generally :

My master never lends me,
Ro if I'm foum} elsewhere,
A thief s my posscssor
Therefore, ye kmtves, benware !
' oAbout the middle of Inst century an
etcentric physician who possessed a goodd
fibrary had on the luslde cover of all
his books n Inbel benring the words,
s« 8tolen from the lhrary of Dr. —,
——."" Thcse notice - are on all fours with
a practice obrerved in certain hospltals
where the medicine bottiea for Indoor pa-
tionts have the words, Stolen from --—
Hosplital'® engraved on them In large let-
ters,

Bometimes vVerses very much to the
point are found, as for example:

Rmall I8 the wren, bilnck 1s the rook,

Grent §s the sinner who steals thils

book.

Book lovers who have cvidently sulfer-
cd from lending their precious volumes,
often burst Into verse, of which the {ol-
lowing example §x one of the many that
might be quoted :

Il you borrow me, 1 pray,
Treat me as africad ;
Reep me by your own flreshde,
And to no others lend.
Guard my leaves uantd keep thew elean,
Do not turn them down
With no penctl marks deface,
Nuer with thumb marks brown
Probably the verse followlng derived
its (napiration from the well known
mutto, * Andohe ma) borrow a  book,
n gentleman returns .
King fricods to whom my master lenls
Hix choleest bouks,

When they are neul, return at unce
And save black looks.

Fools may barrow them, buat “tis
Tho geantleman returas.

one motto which might with advan
tage be used lu publle llbrary booky,
and may be commended to all borrowers,

in
Whaenever you borrow me,
I hope you'll keep me clean
TFFor I nm not a linen rag
That can be washed agaln.

~Bookworn.
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A TYPEWRITER TRUST.

Rumors are flying thick aad [ast as to
the formntion or attempted formation of
a typenriter trust. That ruch a combin-
ation I8 in process of formation there can
he no doubt, althuugh the alleged pro-
moters of the scheme are evidently with-
holdlng the facts untll they are assured
of suceees. The name of E. N. Fowler, of
the Equitable Mortgage Compunay, 40
Wall strect, I8 most protninently connect-
¢ with the matter. The scheme, 50 far
asr f{acts chn be arrived at with the
menger Mformntion granted, scems to be
the formation of a single comany which
shall be compoxed of all or as many as
possible of the flrms engaged In thls line
of busjness.

Each company will be represented in
the combination to the extent of the
value of ite burinegs. Thir company will
tenue S20,000,000 of ntock, of which cach
company in the trust will hold shares
cqual to thie value ol 1ts plant, the value
aof which jo each of the companles con-
cerned 8 now said to be In process of
adjustment. The sum mentloned §s un-
doubtadly far too lorge, as good author-
ity says that It s more than double
enough to buy up all the typewrlter

hoth from publlc and private collections,

companier In the country. Under such a
conibinatlon 1t 18 alleged that the price
of machines will not be advanced, and
that the only obfect Is to do away with
the severe competition which enters Into
the traunsaction of business a8 now con.
ducted, and thus reduce the expenses, ’
and, Incldentally, of course, increase pro-
fits,~American Statloner.

HOME-SUPPLY ASSOCIATION.

This {8 an assoclation formed and
managed Ly Mr., Edgar 8. Reade,
with  headquarters at  Halifax., He
proposes to supply dry goods, boots
and shoes, books, ctc., at 20 to 50 per
cent. lvse than retallers who dealt in the
respective class of goods. The 1ife mem-
bership fee was $10; but people have
ferreted ovut the scheme. A recent trial
war held as to the yalldlity of notes

glven to him, und now held by Innocent
puarties. The judge gave judgment In {av-
of of the holders, viz., the Bank of Mont-
real. The foilowing from the statement
in defence is fnteresting :

That the sald Fdgar S. Reado repre-
senting himself ay the agent and man-
ager of the Home Supply Associutlon,
falvely and frauduleatly represeuted to
the defendant thav any goods of any kind
description or quality that defendant de-
sired to purchase that the Home Supply
Assuciation would supply him, the sald
defendant, at from 20 to 50 per ceat. dis-
count on the prices the sald goods could
bLe sold in Hallfax, and i sald defendant
would subsceribe and pay sald associa-
tlon the sum of §1G the sald assoclation
would Jssue to him, the sald defendant, a
Hife member certiticate of sald assocla-
tion, which would give the privilege of
obialning avy goodr that he required
at the place aforesald, and upon such
representation so made the delendarnt
xigned the said note. And upon the faith
aud representatlon aforesald : \Whereas,
fn truth and In fact there [s no such as-
soclation, and such agsociation (If any)
arnot and has refused to furnlsh such
goodr to the delendant at the dlscount
aforesald, and has never given tbe cer-
tificate, all of which sald plalntitts had
knowledge, and that sald note was en-
dorscd to the plalntiffs for the express
rurpose of avolding this defence, and
after sajd note became due, nand that
there was no consideration for the muk-
ing of snld note.”

The pinintifs replled at length, con-
testlug all th> aliegations of delendant.

Stipendjary Adotton reviewed the evil-
dence and sald he could not see any-
thlug In the case that would justiiy him
ir saying awnything Iavorable to the
traneactions with the assocliation. Mr.
Reade had floated the assoclatlon, re-
presenting hlmsell as its sollcitor. The
first lmpression had heen that he was a
legal solicitor, but it had turned out that
1t meant he sollcited members. The cer-
titicate of the association was not slgn-
ol by anyliody. Reade's name was priy,
ed a2+ manager and then his Initlals wle
written as solleltor. Ills honor thought
the certiticate worthless, and that those
whoe had subscribed would have to suf-
{cr Bat i glving his deelsion he had
to by governed by law. The notes were
held by the bank as collateral, and it
was not shown that there was nny col-
1usJup between the bank and assoclation,
or that the former was aware ol the
circumetancer leadlng up to the notes
But he lu.d to take the law as lic founc
1t




