
of w'ater, seemn to be preferable to the use of astrin-
gents. As antiseptics, Dr. 1Ilt lias used to advan-
tage, at the Infants' Flospitalat MXt. Verhoil, salicy-
late of soda, resorcin, naphthntin, and the bichioricle
of nie'cury. Dr'. Sarah J. M\,cNuitt (Pos/-Giraduate

JÎouY-1al1 JUIY, 1887), is fivora-,bly disposed- to the
use of the bichloridd.

Treatmient of Croup.

Dr: XV. S. Cline, Toinsbrook, Va. (Ài cdi-
cal TVo r/a; Mý,ay;, 1888), dlaimis that within
tventy-fouir years lie *bas ý.een hundrecis of cases
of croup, and does flot remiember of ever hav-
ing iost a case. He givcs a, small reaspoonful
of a m-ixture of equal parts of aluni and sugar. This
is given every twventy minutes tili breathing is casier,
thien follows with. a.purge of calomel. If relief does
l'lot occur in one or two liours, lie uses turpeth
minerai. He dlaimis that hie bias neyer hiad to make
a second visit to a case of croup. T1his statemnent
seemns to be sufficiently remiarkable without the in-
quiry as to whether any of the cases so promptly
relieved could have been cases of truc croup.
Wlhiie it is truc that miany cases of spasirodic croup
recover, very promiptly, even in a fewv hours, there
s reason to believe thuat some cases, cspecialiy iii
feebie children of a nervous type, have a e~ndency
to iast several days, to the great disconifort of the
child andi the worriment of the parents. Might
flot somne such cases havc been considered cases of
truc croup ? The cloctor's mode of treatment wvhich
has been quite widely copicci by medical journals,
needs to be vcrified. In B3rooklyn, w'hat lias corne
to be knowii as 1)r. Burge's treatmcnt for croup is
liked l)v mari) practitioners.

Incubator and Gavage.

Dr. Hirst (report of meeting of Obst. Soc., Phil.,
Feb. 2, 1 888-Auna/s of Gynuecoo,y), Mi.farch, 1 888),
exhibited the incubator in use at the Maternity Hos-
pital. It is a simplified Crede's incubator, a double
walled bath tub of copper. IHot wvater is pou red
into thc space betw'een the w~alls, and the tem-pera-
turc is maintainied within the tub of nearly ro0* F.
The doctor explained the " systern of gavage " in
tise in the samne institution. It consists iii forcing
into the child's stornachi about -roy2 drachmis of
humnan ii-ilk every hour, through a soft rubber
catheter by mneans of a syringe. He believes a
syringe to be better than the glass funnel advocated

by Farnier. Reports one case of a. premiatuÉc *ii-
fant born at 2-16tli day, ei n t birth î,o8o
g«rammiles. After a irontli's trial of gavage systenm
it îveighed 1,46o grammines. The rcaring of tundê-
vclopcd or atrophied babies is s0 dificult, even with
the best care, that any method that wvili add to the
chances of prolonging life is %velconie. Feeding by
the rectum is unsatisfactory, as it cannot i)e con-
tinued for a length of timne. As Prof. Jacobi says
(Archives of Pediatrics, Fcbruary, 1 888), 'Ple
rectum- absorbs, but it does not digest. . . . What-
ever wve do, be the rectum ever so tolerant, not
more than one-fourtiî part of the food required for
sustaining life can be obtained by rectal injections,
and inanition wvill follow, though it be greatly de-
layecl. Children are not 50 fayorabiy situated in
regard to nutritious enemiata as aduits. In these
the lengthening of the nozzle of the syringe by
meaiis; of an eiastic cathecter perniits of the intro-
duction of a large quantity, of liquid; indced, a pint
can bc injected and w-11 be retairxed. But the great
normal lcngth of the sigmioid flexure in the infant
and chiid, wvhich resuits in its bend upon itself, l)re-
vents the introduction of an instrument to a con-
siderable height. It will bend upon itself, besides
a large amiount of contents %vill be expellecl by the
feeble or resisting patient."

Differential Diagnosis of Pneumnonia.

Dr. iDavid iPhillips (JV Y ilcd_,four., April 2 îst,

1888), states that pneumonia may be diagnosticated
fromi a severe bronchitis by mneans of the expiratory
nioan and the phy'sical signs ;but if both be absent,
then by comparison of the pulse with. the respira-
tion. In health they stand about 4 to 1. In picurisy
and bronchitis, rarely more than 3 to i ; w~hile iii
pnieumionia, frequently from- 2 to 2 ý1, to i. I-enoch
says that 40 tO 5o respirations a minute in Young
chiidren indicate inflammation in the large and
mediurn sized tubes, while a greater numiber a,
minute indicate inflamimation in the smaller tubes.

Nursing Fý'ottIes.

(Report of the Commrrittee on Ilygiene of the
Medical Society for the State of New York
-TIe Saititai-ln, February, i 888). The corn-
niittee says that, in spite of the fact that nursing-
bottiès ;vithi large rubber tubes, and glass reacli-
ing to the botton-i of the botles, have been con.
demned in ail text-books as dangerous, they are

MEDICAL SCUENCE

MEDICA SCIECE 31

î-:


