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PUERPERAL TETANUS.

Tetanus in the puerpera furnishes a pealopportunity for the
tudy of this still nysterious disease. The diffioulties attendaniIIt upon

infection in xnany puerperal cases, the differeuces iu findings, the ex-
treine mortality of the type, &Il demiand special consideration. hI a
paper read recently before a Strassburg medical eoceiety (Deulscke
mediziniscke Wochenschrif t, September 19) Freund reported three fatal

aasof puerperal tetanus. One followed rnanual delivery, the others,
vere abortions induced by introducing familiar objects, one wooden,
into the uterine cavity. Lu none of these cases was there found any
trace of a bacillus, either in the aterine secretions, the dust, or garden,
woil. Animal antitoxin had absolutely no favorable influence, while,
opiates gave teniporary relief. Ln this counection Freund cited a case
of tetanus neonatorum. due apparently to the application of wood. duat
ini the umibilîcald stump. Iu this case, iu contrast to the precediug, the
ttauus germ. was found in both the secretion of the navel and in the
wood duet. The p-aper gave occasion for considerable commnent. onle
member of the society eited a case o! inversion of the ruie tha.t pro-
longed incubation means a more favorable proguouis. Iu a case of only
two days' incubation period, recovery promptly followed antitoxin ex-
~hibition. Unusual was the faet that lu this case injury of the luise was
first succeeded by stiffuess of the, eorresponding lsg. Only later did
ttanus proper follow. Ledderhose is so impressed wvith the frequency
of splinters and other wooden articles lu eauslug lockjaw that lie al-
ways insists on a prophylactic inWetion of antitoxin lu wounds o! this4
type.-Med. Record, Oct. 19.

VACCINES IN PUERPERAL SBPIS.

Rowlette (Journial o! Obstetics and G-ypacology of the Britiskt Km-
plire, Janm; 1912) reports a series of cases Of puerperal sepis treated
by vaccines. lis method of making a bacteriologie diagnosis, which is

frtnecssr, is that o! Doederlein, le lutroduces into the uteriis
tru a speculum, a sterils bent glass tube and applies suction by

meana of a syringe. The tube is then withdrawn, sealed, and sent to


