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THE RESPONSI BILIIES 01' H-OSPITAL SUPERINTENDENUS.*

By IL. W. BlRUCE SMI'VII, M.D.,
Iflsj)ctor of Ilospitals tind Punblie Chftrlties of Qntario.

T H-E agreealle task of prsnting a fcxv observations at this inaugural
meeting of the hospital superintendents of Ontario wvas accepted

only as an opportunity of furnishing evidence of sincere sympathy w'ith
the formation of suchi an association in this Province.

It Nvould seeniî needless to dwell upon the g-ood workz which suciî an
association may accomplish. Tfle duties and responsibilities of a hospital
sLperintendent are such tliat probably no class of peopile can derive more
benefit f rom occasionally m-eeting", together and discussing the rnany and
varied problems that so often arise to perpiex those cngaged in institu-
tional management. Co-operation is the key-note to success and- w'ith
the rig-ht spirit infused in such an organization as the one you are to-day
forming, beneficial resuits rnust follow~. Lt is alwvays an inspiration for
those engaged in similar duties to meet together. Mie daily routine with
its wearisome details tends to blighit originality, alertness, motive and
enthusiasrn. Notlîing is so deadly as .getting into a rut. Who does not
need inspiration and new ideas ?

Mie hionor of foundin- the first hospital is usually ascribed to Fýabi-
(Aa friend of Saint Jerome, a Christian lady of Romne in the fourth

century. WVe read tlîat this Roman daugrhter of consuls an&î dictators
sold ail] lier goods, dressei 'Zhe wotinds of the mainîed and w'retchied, and
carried the sufferers on lier own shoulders. Leck-y, the rationalist his-
torian, says of this cliarity that ''planted by a ,woniaii's hiand, it over-
spread the wvorld, alleviating to the end of time the darkest anguishi c.f
humanity." But before this, siînilar institutions hiad bee7n begun in thie
East, by Basil in Coesarea, Saint Ephrtaenî in Edessa, and by Presbyter
Bra-issianius in Ephesus. Speaiig- of l3asil's xvorkz, Gregory of Nxanu
said: "Wc have no longer to xvitness the fearful and pitiable sighit of
men like corpses before death, wvith the greater part of their Iimbs deaci,
driven frorn cities, dwvellings, fi-on public places and f roin wvatercourses.
Basil it ' vas whîo, more than any otiier, persuaded those xvho are nmen
not to scorn nien nor to dishonor Christ, the hecad of ail, by thecir in-
hurnanity toward hîuman beings. " From the East the inipulse and dire-
tion camne wvhich, in the -picturesque Ianguage' of Saint Jerome, "trans-
planted this txvig from the terebinth of Abrahiam to the Austonian shore."3

But, xvhether Fabiola ,%,-as the fit-st builder of hiospitails or not, lier nai
suggests the wvonderfu1 part wliich w,.oma-,n lias lîad in Christian chîarily
ever since. Me7 are told- thiat Placilla, the wvife of Tlîeodosius, the iil-
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