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1laggc;t, if viewed ixi a favorable liglît, tixat tîxe
.r. U. coniiiittec consuit viîlx Mr. Coolcy iri

ixs iiatter, Wvho appears to take a grent interest

nl the unfortuna.te typo by thus oFléring hixu

shelter nd a home. STCANRUE

The Labors and Trials of a Compositor.

RICHlMOND, VA., .1une1 21, 1877.
il T, te Editor of tue ilicelini',

Sn, -The following extra ct contains such a

grapiei description of the labors and tri-is of
the coxnpositor, that 1 copy it for the iliscellany,
feeling confident that it v.ill interest my fellowv-

crafkien to rend what -anr old printer and cdi.
tor thoxxgbit of the craft, after -. in experience of
miore than fifty yea-rq." Mie extract is taken
"ifront the personal memnoirs of one whio grcw

iatraily int the p-osition of a journalist, :ami
on- of the first who secured pronîincnce ini bis
vocaion-Joseph Tinker Bilcinglianî." 1-Ie

%risborn December 2 ISt 1779, and, aftercenjoy-

ing very meagre educational aicivantages, coni-
xnenced his apprcnticeshili at the printing busi-
P.ess, at Walpole, N. H., MNarch 5t11, 1796. 1lec
went to Boston, M4ass., Fcb. Sth, x8oo, aud ob-
tained enîployrncnt in the office of MaN1nning &

ILoring, then the principal book printers in the
lace. 1 amx indcbtcd, for niy information and

the zxtract, t0 a particuiarly intcresting volume
jof sketchcs, entitlcd, '<M1%en ami Manners in
jAnierica Oxie I-lundred Vears Ago," publishied

by Scribner, Armstrong t.> Co., Ncwe% Ycrk.
Fx-aternaiiy, yours,

TIIE PRINTI1NG BUS'INESS IN BOSTON.

* * l Icl renin.isccnccs Of a journey-
max printer will nlot bc cstccnied as vcry valu-
able contributions to thc literature of the prescxît
day. If written out iii full, miine wvould bc a
Volumie coînposed chiefiy of liotices of liard-
laboxing contemiporaries, of privations and suf-
ferixxgs that the worlcl kncw noîhilîg of, of pixysi -
cal and mental, by day and by xight, Nvliiclx
broxxgixt ncithcr wveaiîh nor reputation 10 the
laboxer, thoxxgli it transfornîed rnauv ani illiter-

itc production into a shape fit for the puxblic
ICYC, ývïicli wouid otlberwi.ce- have b>een cnast aside

a.s discreditabie to its author. ?.NIanty persons
wlxo condescend to illumine tise dark, world %%iti

tet spatrhkings of thecir gcxxius throuxgh the col-
tmxss of a ncw-spaiper, and others w~ho pubii

.rxxîions ai tracts, religious, mioral, anîd poli.

t;cal, little îiîink of the labor of the printer, -ho

(perhlxas xîerirly sîîffoec'teil %viîh the Frnelc of a
lax-p, ndf Nvîth an nching hezd, and eyes in-

flimed aid enifceblcdl froi intens-eap ctoxl
sits xxp tl iii idnight, or tii] ciayliglît, 10 correct
blis fale graxniar, bad orthograplîy, andl %orFe
purmctuxation. 1 have seen the arguments of law-
yers w'ho stood :n bi-gh repute as seholars sent
to the printer in their owxîndrtn,- ir
ography which Nvolid defy tise sagacity of the
xnost inveterate ixîvetiga.-tor of ancient beirogiy.
phics-boxnding %vith technicai andc foreign
ternis abbreviated, worcis niisspelied, anci fewv
(or no) points, and those few entirely xniisplaiccd.
1 have seen sermons of cîninent scholars and
<' divines" sent to the press %vithout points or
capitals to designate the division of sentences,-
sex-mens which, if 1nxblislied iviti the ixnperfec-
tioxns of the maniiscript, vouxfl bie a dlisgrace to
xîny apprentice, if lie wvere the autixor. Sone
writers use no points %via.tever ; soine use a
conmna for al] occasxons;, sonie prefer the dansi,
and use il in place of ail other points. I once
saiv tîxe manuscript of a serxmon in the hancîs of
a printer, whicli %vas entirely without points, and

every Unxe hegan %vitb a capital letter, as if it
hand becen poetry. Suppose txe-se prxoductions
bad been printcd as tbey %vere Nyritten. Tie
disgrace -wouid bave failen %ilpon the printer.
1-c would h~ave been cailcd anil illiterate lxlock-I
heaul, better fitted for a \%oc-sa-.wyer tban a

printer ; anci txe autixor wouid stili enjoy bis
reputation as a schoiar, anud receive tise syni-

patlxy of bis readers as a nian ixîjured by thse
printer's ignorance. 'Noboxly wvouid believe thatý
such gross- and pa-lpable fauits were ow-ing to
th-c carelessxsess of tise autîxor; and no one but

apacticai primer knows lîow many iours a
conspositor, axnd aftcr hini ai jroof-reader, is
comîscillccl t0 spcnd il% reducing to a readabie
condition xinuxscriplts wbhichi zlh writurs tisen-
selvew'ould 1)1! puzzlcd to rcad with, propriety.
.After is e\perience of more tixan fifty years, 1

lx old tbis triti 10 ie sel f-cvidexît," that thcre is
no class cf workingxuex so pooriy paid as I)rixt-
crs. For one wvho imakies biiscîf richi by print.
ing, dlisconxxicctcd witb the business ofpubillis)ing,-"
fifty baredy live aibove poverty, and (lie ixi tihe

possessioxn of uitie more tîsan enougli t0 pay tise
joiner for a coffin, ami tîxe sexton for a grave.
TiMis is, orwas pcculiariy tbe lot of journscyxîsen.
Tisere -are prob-ibiy not ma-xy ixi tixe large towns
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