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4-1,ht,- -i thc pey b.y ai pultu Ur sswôp Mût b eigiss decidedily
aquatie in habits than the rest of' the order-at least wvith somne ex-
ception in the family representing the second tcndency. We eaui
hardly fail to be 1-,d in pursuit of such characters to the 1'eccanidace,
whicli are rcmarkable for the lengtli and power of their wings, swim
less than any of the other birds orgaiuised for aquatie life, and seize
their prey either like the Atayen, or Frigate bird (the most peculiarly
)2aptorial of the family), by a swoop from the surface of the water,
or, like the Gannett and PIelican, by a sudden strokie from, above. If
we inquire what family of s'wimming birds deviates Ieast in figure anti
llight fromn the most typical birds, forming a link of connection be-
tween the Insessorial and Natatorial orders, and impressing us with
the activity and gracefulniss of its movements andi its union of aerial
with aquatie modes of life, we immediately think of Laridae-the Gulls,
Tomns, and Petrels as certainly occupying the second place. It needa
no array of' evidence to prove that Anatidae, iacluding swans, geese,
ana ducks ini all their varicty, represent the nutritive tendcncy, and
are analogous withi the pz3ultry among the orders of birds. They con-
stittute the largest and most characteristie of the Natatorial groups
-Mr. Swa,,insoii's typical family. The lengthened bill andi neck,
generally elongatcd figure, and frequently anomalous feet of' the Divers
(Colymbntlae), point out their position as representing the fourth ten-

dcyin analogy with wading birds ; and finally, the entire uufitness
for living out of watcr or moving rnuchi la any other element, with
the manifestly low structure as coinpared with the rest of the order,
and with almost ail other birds, proves that we are right in assigning
the fifthi place to .Alcidae, the Auks and Penguins.

Lt remains to be coasidereti whether, even in the comparatively
ýsmall and deviative family of the Pelicanidae, an examinatioa of the
ýgenerie foris, will not enable us to mark out sub-families howeyer
limitc ' 'n number of species, agail indicating the s ame tendencies.
And 1.,me I wvould naine the Frigate birds (Ataqcninae) as displaying
the r'aptorial tendency ; the Pltaetoninae or Tropie birds, whose grace-
fui figure, little remnoved from that oflInsessorial birds, has caused them
*to be placed among the Gulis, notwithstanding the beak andi the feet
'shiowing its connection with the Pelicans, will naturally take the se-'
cond place.

The bird which bas givea occasion to these observations, with the
larger nearly-related geus Graazslus, the Cormaorant (Phaacrocoràr4


