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OF EDUCATION.

cannot bo spent in roviowing, and the experienced and:woll-
trained teacher will drill in these rudiments not by presenting
the sawme forms which 80 soon tire the youthful mind, butin
varied forms and new combinntions, exhibiting in.pleasant and
attractivo illustrations the lesson to be repeated, that it may be
known. Such drillfixes indelibly the elements of learning in
the youthful mind.

A teacher of professional ability will not for any consideration
allow a class to advance till previous work is thoroughly master-
ed. If rapid advancement is hoped for,if it e realized, the
pupil must review often, and go repeatedly over the same
ground, and fix anow in his mind the subject of former study.
In this way his future progress will rest on asolid basis, and
studies diflicult and complicated arg rendered attractive oud in-
creasingly profitable.

It will be seen that this kind of school drill is pleasant, and
will bring out, not only teaching ability, but when pursucd with
proper temper and with such familiar illustrations as iuvest the
subject under consideration with interest, will make ths work
of teaching easy and ploasant.

All experience proves that reviow, and constant drill in the
vudiments of education insure almost certain success. Teachers
do well to keep this in mind, and to make the school excercise a
most pleasant and pleasing intellectual drill.

SCHOOLMASTER IN DISGUISE.

Mr. Editor,~When a great English Statésman held up to an ad-
miring audience a copy of that wonderful microcosm the Times,
and declared it was his beliefthat a dailZ knowledge of that is
better forta man than a knowledge of the histories of Herodo-
tis, ho was but dec]uring in somewhat exaggerated phrase,
the value of the Press as a Teacher. Those of the &eo le among
his audience who could read were struck at once wi tiPe trath of
the idea ho wished 1o give them ; they had been reading their
daily 1papers for years and had taken in without wonder the
knowledge it (frcsemcd to them, (just as we take into ourcyes
without wondering the daily light of dawn) but on & sudden it
was made clear to them that ‘they had been going to School
daily though they knew it not, (just as we are now and then
made suddenly aware that we are the objects of daily miracles,
thou(ih we sec them not, ) and that they had all the time been
standing in the presence of,and {aken instructions from,a School-
master in disguise. We are not going into any long discourde
upon the value of the Press generally, that is admitted already,
and painting or adorning the rose is but a profitless task at best,
WWe wish just shortly to call the attention of our readers whether
engaged in Scholastic pursuits or not to the great value of the
Pressas an aid to daily “ School-teaching,” of men as well as
boys, and in particular to the great work which the School-
master in disguise has done for us, within the past two weeks, in
increasing our stock »f knowledge concerning ovents which are
shaking thrones, men who‘are moving the muititudes, and places
which are far removed from us. ‘

The public has been reading its daily papers quite re
for a long time, and in a general way understood something of
the Constitution and a good deal about the Emperor of France;
a little less about the Constitution and just nothing at all about
the King of Prussia; and it was rather familiarly acquainted
with Bismarck and Napoleon and Ollivier and Theirs; but such
knowledge as the public had was of a very misty character and
not at all to be depended upon for accuracy. A good deal was
known {00 concerning Spain and the revolution, and Prussia and
Serrano, and the Nation's need of a King—all this in a misty way,
as children will pick up knowledge from hearsay. But the
political intrigues that had been &oing on with suspicionus secrecy
acted asa wind that fanned the smouldering fires of inter-
national jealousy into flame of war, and then the real work of
the Schoolmaster began; the misty knowledge was cleared of

arly

mist and made certain, all that wag doubtfal was rendered

clearer; and in a wonderfully short space of time the public has
been taught a great amount of various sorts of knowledge ina
most impressive and lasting manner. We will indicate shortly
some of the branches in which the world has reccived a conden-
sgd Education within the %ast two weeks. ‘The moment they
are mentioned all can gee how obvious all thatis said of them
is ; but tl.xonlﬁh all be obvious, all is not familiar, aud we do not
offerany insult to the intelligence of our readers in discussing
with a purpose cvents, which are published and commented on
dail{ in the papers.

Tho first thing which must strike the thoughtful reader-of the
dispatches of the week is tho complete gublicxty with which the
desigus of cabinets, the policities of Statesmen, ¢ .
smbitious Nations are revesled and discussed. 'We have been
given a great lesson in diplomacy as the first regult of the week's
{eaching of the Schoolmaster in disguise; and we shall not soon

the desires of
| question

forgét it., We havo been taught by Lord Clarendon and Reverdy
Jonnaon, ' how complotely the old systems of diplomacy bave
failéd this a%xc' Tho Press and tho Telggram haye ruined. them,
have flung light upon their mysterious cyphers, have rendered it
impossible for governments to conduct a negociation of any im-
portance unknown to the present subject whocan rcad anews-
paper or listen to the voices of men—who gather.and debate in
the club room, or the tavern, or at the corner of tho street.
The old systems of diplomacy, with their cxpensive and agni-
ficiont embassies, their secrets, their intrigues, their circular
dispatches,~—the old systems dear to Ximencs and Richelie,
dear to Cecil and Walsingham, are dead, or nearly dead, and
now instead of negotiations and treaties being finished long

+ | before the peoplo heard or read of them, the first hint of them i

given to'the publicin the Presyalndst as soon as it is mentioned
in the Cabineg, and once a. niegociation is begun the daily
papexs give ministers the earlicst'information. « What is ther
news from France, My Lord ?” said a tactless, blunderiig pain-
ter who was painting Lqrd Palmerston’s portrait; -1 have not
read tho papers” sqis bis Lordship. ‘That was at once a gentle
rebuke to the painter and'a statement of a fact of great miguifi-
caunce. The schoolmaster in disguise, the Press, has then taught
us this weck past a great deal about the intrigues of Spain with
Prussia, the ambitious designs of France, the policics of Russia
Austria, Holland, Be’;{uxn, Italy and England. We take all
this  information, which is mainly correct, too without
special wonder, becanse we_do not -think enough about the
means by which we get it. It will take volumes to describe and
months to read, in the time when the history of the war shall be-
written, all the events which we have learned with some accu-
racy in less thap a week., The Schoolmaster in disguise has
certainly taught us'some lessons in-politics. T

He has taught us some lessons'in ' Geography-too which were
well worth knowing. The Elbe, the 'Rgrn?e, the Schledt, the
Baltic; Mentz, Strasborgh Coblentz, _Paris, Antwerp,
theso words have been in men’s mouths, and boy's mouths, quite
faniiliarly for many dggs, and those whotcok' the trouble of
Jooking the maps ovelEBave-Teceived lessons of considerable
value. The political eogr'raphy of Enrope was'a tangled affair
‘for most people, whether Teachera or not, till the last two weeks.
Now thero are not many: who do not know the composition of
the North German Confederation, and the States that compose
South Germany ; and the Geography of the “left bank” of the
Rhine is common knowledge. And for all this information we
have to thank the Schoolmaster in disguise. The lessons do not
end here. The boys have, or used to have, a trick of making
a secret writing stand out plain on gaper by merely sticking it |
with a glove. Well the first blow that isstruck in Germany
will bring.out such a secret store of historical events and such:a
clond of historical resemblances as will fairly astonish-us if we
set to think about them. Will not the whole history of the war
in Europe from early times be opened up in thought to us in
this war? The telegram flashes us the word' Antwerp and fane
seizes the word, ahd we see the fierce hard Duke of Alva, an
the spears of Spain about the City; and now the Guise rides in-
defatigably about among his half starved troops whom the
gloomy minded man in the Escurial will not furnish with
stores, now the fire ahiﬁs float down the Rhine, and there are
horsemen on the bridge that guards the town; they go away, and
then with an awful crash the bridge is shattered "and .Antwerp

S

1and-alt disappears from our si%ht, and we recognize the Morning

paper’s despatches and the breakfast table. Is Brussels men-
tioned ? t & host of memories important to Europe,
especially striking-at-this moment and connectéd with it. We
see the windowsalight in “Belgium’s Capital” where its “beauty
and its chivalry” are hgthered (is it not all familiar ?) the music
‘breathes, the floor shakes to the dancers, dancing in tune, and
the Iron Duke takes Brunswick’s Duchess to have an ice
pethaps—and thenthe scene changes, and the soldiers are
gathering and orderlies riding, and the armyis on the march;
and again a change and it is Waterloo ; and the Duko is ndmg
about, in the hail of iron on his cob, and Picton is shot, an
Brunswick is being pricked to death in the marsh by the spears
of the Polish Lancers, and the Black Dragoons of Brunswick
will shortly have keen speech of swords with these same Lancers.
‘What memories are not evoked by the Baltic and the Rhine?
dlmost every spot of ground in central Europe is & mine of bis-
torical memories; and the Schoolmaster in disguise will not fail
to call them up in proper time. R

* Ttis perhapsin political and commercial cconomy that we
have been taught the fairest lessons. The moment that trouble
began in Europe, the moment that war became mewtabl_:ﬁgrm

began to raise, stocks beﬁan tofall. It is supposed that the loss
to stock holders during the past week has beed as fnuch a3 two
hundred millions sterling. at is & Iesson condensed. How

does it como about that when France goes to war with Prussia,
wheat should goup in Minnesota, and Consols go down in
London? The answer is not hard to give, but we_ shall not
go into it; we merely wish to suggesj some of the things which
the Schoolmaster in disgnise is bringing home tu us and the
‘which ‘he ‘asks us, and answers Limself. ~'Wé have
probably suggested enough. It is not pleasant listeringtoa
speaker whose slow imagination takes him hours to armveat




