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fital must bu the forbilding coldaess and the impatient disconrage- :
ments of the iuexporicnccﬁ, thoughtless, or heartless teacher ?

By no means too strong is the language of a Iate writer upon this
wint.,  * The less giﬁc(r, the tardier mind, the timid, the thought- |
ess, and even the indolent youth has elaims apon the teacher nut |
less saered; and the untiring zeal, amd patient, conscientious |

fidelity with which he applics himself to the self-denying work of |
developing suck minds, inso far as they are susceptible of improve- ,
ment, and of domg his best with every individual. committed to his
instruetions, constitute the highest test of excelleney in his voeation. |
Whoever is above or below thia toilsome detail—whoever dues not
think any sune mind, wade immortal by its God, worthy to engase |
his sulicitude and his laburs--has no special ealling to the work of
a teacher. e may win a reputation by his suecess with apt, am-
bitious pupils, but his negligence, impatience, contempt for others,
who are also to be trained tor eternity, intellectually as well as
morally, and the scantiness of whose resourees the more urgently |
demands a painstaking culture, are offenses against huminity and
morality which it woulil net be easy to characterize by epithets tvo
strong.”  Arnold onee out of patience from the peculiar dulness of
such a boy as this, addresed him quite sharply, when the pupil
looked up in his face and said: \\("ny do you speak angrily, sir ?
Indeed T'am doing the best that I can.”  Years afterwards he used
to tell the story to his children, and say ; I never felt so much
ashamed in my life, that look and that speech I have never fur-
gotten.”—Educational Monthly. )

ON LEARNING CHOICE PIECES BY HEART.

——

TILL he has fuirly tried it, Tsuspeet 2 reader does not know how

much he would gain from committing to memory passages of
real excellence ; precisely beeause he does not know bow much he
overlooks in merely reading.  Learn one true poem by heart, and
see if you do not find it so.” Beauty after beauty will reveal itsclf]
in chosenr phrase, or happy music, or noble suggestion, otherwise
undreamed of. 1t is like iooking at one of nature’s wonders through
a microscope.  Again: how much in such a poem that you really
didl feel admirable and lovely on a first reading, passes away, if you '
do not give it a further and much_ better reading !—passes away
utterly, like a sweet sound, or an image on the i ke, which the
first breath of wind dispels. If you coald only fix that image, as
the photographers do theirs, so beautifully, so perfectly ! And you
can doso! Learn it by heart, and it is yours for ever!

I have said, a true poem; for naturally men will choose to Joarn
poetry—from the beginning of time they have done so.  To im-
mortal verse the memory gives a \villing, a joyous, and 2 lasting
home. Iowever, some glrosc is poetical, is poetry, and :1]togctlxc?'
worthy to be learned by heart; and the learning is not s¢ very
difficult. It is not diflicult or toilsome to learn that which pleases
us; and the labour, once given, is forpotten, while the result
remains.

Poems and noble extracts, whether of verse or prose, once so
reduced into possession and rendered truly our own, may be to us
a daily pleasure; better far than a whole library unused. They
may come to us in our dull moments, to refresh us as with spring
flowers; in our selfish musings, to win us by puie delight from the
tyranny of foolish castle-building, self-congratulations, and mean
anxicties. They may be with us'in the workshop, in the erowded
streets, by the fireside ; sometimes, perhaps, on pleasant hillsides,
or by sounding shores ;—noble friends :\ngscom anions—our own !
never intrusive, ever at hand, coming at our call!

Shakspeare, Milton, Wordsworth, Tennyson,—the words of such
nmen do not stale upon us, they do not grow old or cold... Further:
though you are young now, some day you will be old. Some day
you may reach that time when a man lives in greater part for
memory and by memory. I can imagine a chance renewal, chance
visitation of the words long remembered, long garncred in the
beuart, and I think Isce a gleam of rare joy in the eyes of the old
man.

<For those, in particular, whose leisure time is short, and precious
as scant rations to beleaguered men, 1 believe there could not be a
better expenditure of time than deliberately giving an occasional
bour—it requires no more—to commit to memory chosen passages
from great authors.  If the mind were thus daily nourished with a
few choice words of the best English poets and writers ; if the habit
of learniug by heart were to becowe so general, that, as a matter
of course, any person presuming to be educated amongst us might
be expeeted to be oquipped with a few good pieces,—I1 belicve it
would lead, far more than the mere sound of it suggests, to the dif-
fusion of the best kind of lite:ature, and the right appreciation of
it, and men would not long rest satisfied with knowing a few stock |
picees.
_ The only objection I can conceive to what I have been saying
is, that it may be said that relish for higher literature belongs only
to the few; that it is the result of cultivation ; and that there is no
use in trying to create what must be in genceral only a fictitious
interest.  But I do not admit that literature, even the higher litera-
ture, must belong to the few.  Poetry is, in the main, essentially
catholic—addressed to all men; and though some poetry requires
particular knowledge and superior culture, much, and that the
noblest, needs only the natural feeling and the light of common ex-
perience  Such poetry, taken in moderation, followed with genuine

goud-will, shared in common, will be intelligible and delightful to
most men who will take the trouble to bu studentas at all, and ever
nore and wore so.

Perhaps, also, there may be a fragment of truth in what Charles
Lamb has saul.—that any spouting * withers and blows upon a fine
passiage 3 that there is no enjoying it after it has been “ pawed
abuut by declamatory boys and men.” But surely there is a reason-
able habit of recitation as well as an winrcasonable one ; there is no
need of declamatory pawing. Lo abandon all recitation, is to give
up i cwetom whick has given delizht and instruction to all the races
of articalately speaking wen. I our faces are set against vain dis-
play, and set against rational enjoyment of one another, each freely
giving Ins bost, and frecly receiving what his neighbour offers, we
need not fear that our sociad evenings will be marred by an ocea-
siunal recitation, or that the fine passages will wither.  And, more-
over, it is not fur reviting’s sake that I'chiefly recommend this most
faithtul form of reading—leatning by heart.

I come back, therefure, to this, that leacning by heart is a good
thing, and is neglected amongst us. Why is it neglected 2 Partly
beeause of our tndelence, but partly, I take it, beeause we do not
sufficiently consider that it is a wood thing, and needs to be taken
in hand. We need to be reminded of it : % hear remind you. Like
a town-rier, ringing my bell, T would say to yon, “Oycez, oyez!
Lost, stolen, or strayed, & good ancient practice—the good ancient
practice of learning by heart.  Every finder should be handsomely
rewarded.”. ...

If any ask, “ What shall I learn®” the answer is, Do as you do
with tunes—begin with what you sincerely like best, what yon
would most wisk to remember, what you wonld most enjoy saying
to yourself or repeating to another. You will soon find the list in-
exhaustible. ’I‘Lcn “T;ecping up” iseasy. Iivery one has spare
ten minutes ; oue of the problems of life’is how to cmploy them
usefully.  You may well spend some in looking after and sccuring
this ood property you have won.— Vernon Luskington.

NUMBER.
A CUUBSE UF LE5SUNS PKEPARATURY To TRE USE OF A TEXT-
BUUK UN ARITHMETIC.

1L
FIRST STEP— Continued.)
SUBTRACTION.

ILE children, having acquired facility in increasing numbers, by
combining them in the process of addition, must now he led on
to the equally important operation of separating them in the pro-
cess of subtraction. ‘Ihie use of objects must still be continued.
The lessons in addition having been entered into at so much length,
that which follows will be given more briely. The teacher must
not, however, suppose that the same Qatient repetitious, the same
varied examples, are not necessary.  Very young children cannot
be well taught in any other way.

1. To TAKE ONE GIVEN NUMBER FROM ANOTHER.
The Subtraction of the Number One:
[ b
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Objeets are to be arranged, or strokes to be made on the board,
in the order indicated by the columm on the left. The teacher
should then remove onc object to a little distance, or rub out one
stroke from each linc of strokes successively, the children repeating
aloud, as this is done, “Two less one is onc; three less one are
two,” &c., through the whole series of subtractions, qnd.lcavmg
the objccts as represented in the right column; or, if lines are
used, leaving the column on the right everywhere diminished by
one.

It isimportant, as an cxereise, that the operations of addition
should be constantly returncd to, and it is found in practice desir
able to combine them with those of subtraction, a8 helping toa
clearer comprehension of both processes.  To effect this, after the
above lesson on subtraction has Leen given, it may be recapitulated,
or a second lesson may be given, with the additional exercise of
recombining the numbers which have been separated by subtrac-
tion, thus:

Two less one is one.
Three less one are two.
Four less one are three.

One and one are tw
Two and one are three
Three and one are four.

Ten less one are nine. Nine and onc are ten.



