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Their experiments wore made oun the insane,
‘They find that papaverine exercises upon
man a decided soporific action, and, at the
same time, diminishes muscular activity, 1t
reduces the frequency of the pulse in all cases,
and its calming action is not preceded by
period of cxcitesnent, It nevercauscs nausea,
vertigo, headache, or constipation, but, on
the contrary, tends to reduco these symtoms.
It generally acts slowly, about four to seven
hours after adminstration. It may be given
subentancously in the form of hydrochlurate,
Dr. Stark fully confirms these obscrvations;
hie administers it in doses of 1 to 2 grains by
hypodenmic injection, and considers it to be
constant and simple in its action. —Lharm.
Jour,

Noto upon Apomorphia and Ohleracodide.

Last May I read before the Clinieal So-
c'ety a short account of the therapeutical
yroperties of apomorphia, a new base which
had heen discovered, the previousmonth, by
Dr. Matthieson, In No, 112 of the “ Pro-
ceedings of the Royal Society,” there ap-
reared two papars by Dr. Matthicson and
Mr, Wright upon the chemistry of apomor-
phia. In this place I wish 1o add a few
therapeutical facts, gained by subsequent
experience.

Every trial has confirmed the statement
that apomorphia is a most powerful emetic
and contrastimulant. Yo the best of my
knowledge, apomorphia has never been ad-
ministered as an emetic dose (namely, 1-10
grain subcutanconsly or } by the mouth)
without producing speedy vomiting. On one
occasion the vomiting occuried eighty sceunds
after the injection. But there is a drawback
to the value of apomorphia used as an eme-
lic, and that is the contrastimulant effect
produced at the same time. Not thal the
Iatter effcct always occurs, far from it; but
sometimes it docs occur to a an extent such
a8 {0 causo anxiety on the part of the person
who has made the injection; the paticnt scemns
as if_his muscular power were gone; the
vascular system, however, does not appesr
to be depressed to an equal extent. The
strength of the patient has nothing to o
with the occurrenco or not of the scdative
cffect 3 the strongest men sometimes suffer
greatly, and the weakest sometimes escape.
1t is, perhaps, not surprising that an emetic
of the activity of apomorphia should be de-
pressing, and the more so since it is clearly
an emetic which does not act by causing
direct gastric irritation (sub-inflammation),
but which acts as blows upon the head, foul
sights or smells, or mere imaginations act.
In some cases the production of a state of
depression is even to be desired ; emetics
Lave often been used to that end.

As a contrastimulant, apomorphia does not
posscss any special advantage, except that
the alimentary eanal is not inflamed, as is
the event when antimony aud veratria are
given. But my experinients in this direction
are very few, and this chiefly on account of
the costliness of the drug. Owing to difficul-
ties in the preparation of apmorphia, the pro-
duzco dues not weigh mere than a tenth part
of the mnorphia cmployed in the manufacture.
The present price of morphia being five-and-
twenty shillings on ounce, the valuo of apo-
morphia comes to be something beside which
aurum jntzbile fades into insignificanca. This
daes not matter when single tenths of a grain
arc used to prodece vomiting: the expense

avises when larger doses are frequently given
by the mouth. Let us hopo that tho
chemists will soon surmount these difticulties.

Apomorphia can be procured from codeia.
Au intermediate compound, chiloracodide, is
formed.

Ixperiments show that the properties of
chlorocodide and of codein ore .identical,
salivation and dilatation of the pupils being
the symptoms nost easily produced ; larger
dozes causing extreme restlessness, and very
large doses proving fatal after a state of
wixed paralysis and spasm both tonic and
clonic ; conscivusness being unatiected.  The
ouly property of chlorocodide that holds out
any promise of being uscful in medicine is
the cxtreme bitterness of the base, almost
cqual to the bitterness of strychnia, while
the dose of chlorocodide which is required to
produce tetanus in the human being must be
enormous (if we may argue from the cat)
compared with the dose of strychnia required.
A quarter of a grain of chlorocodide taken
by the mouth causes an uncommon sense of
tonicity in the abdomen. Quina, which isso
often given as a stomachic, is o much less in-
tense bitler than ehlorocodiae, and tends to
produce fulnessand aching of the head which
chlorocodide does not.—Lr. S. JJ, Gecin Bur-
tholomew’s IHospital, Reports.

Thacrapeutic Vses of Thymtic Acid.

Writing in the Union Pharmacentique, M.,
Iz Dr. Paquet states that this acid, which is
allied to carbolicacid, is a remedy of innnense
value to the surgeon. He describes its cffects
on healthy and morbid tissues, and draws the
following definitive conclusions as to its uses.
—(1) Thymic acid deserves to hold a high
place among th. antiseptic preparations used
in treating wounds. (2) In its concentrated
forn it is an excellent substitute for nitric
acid and nitrate of silver. It is especially
superior to phenicacid, because it has not got
its extremely disagreeable odour. (3) In
aqueous solution (1 in 1000), to which a few
grammes (a gramme is equal to 154 grains)
of alcohol have been added, it is extremely
useful in furthering the cicitrization of
wounds. It is especially serviceablein those
cases in which tincturo of iodyne is gencerally
employed.—Practitioner.

Action of Yeratrin,

A very carcful investigation of the ther-
apeutic properties of veratrin has recently
been made by M. Pézaitaz, who has publish-
cd his results in the Deutsches Archle. fur
IClinil: Mecidin for last month. He describes
its effcets both when taken internally and
when subcutancously injected 5 and finds
them almost precisely the same, being as fol-
tows:—In the ealier stage, excitation ; sub-
sequently, depression.  Then follow in sue-
cession, salivation, nauses, scnsation of chok-
ing, vomiting, and usually diarrhica.  The
voluntary movements become unsteady, the
want af prwer displaying itsclf first in the
posterior, and subscquently in the anterior
lims ; accompanying this there appeared to
be a certain degree of stiffness. 'There were
coincidently exaltation of the rctlex sensibili-
ty and diminution of the scnsibility._
temperature, the nunber of the respiratory
acts and of tho beats of the heart, were all
trangiently diminished.  Convulsions and
tetanus finally sct in; but careful cxamina-
tion failed to discover :mi indications of in-
flammatory mischief. Esxperiments made
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with a view of testing its applicability as a

remedy which might be used hypodermically,

scem to havo been unsatisfactory; show-

ing that whilst it 2ets in this was similaly to

its operation when given by the mouth, yet

tLho ix;jection produced very great pain,—
wneel.

Sudstitate for Chlorodyne.

Mr. Edward M'Inall, a pharmaceutist of
Philadelphia, recommends the following as a
substitute for the chlorodyne of J. Collis
Brovm,

Sulphate of morphia, gr. Ixiv.

Aleohol (ninety-tive per cent.), f. oz. ij.

Purificd chloroform, f. oz. vj.

Sulphuric acid, q. s. .

* Extract of cannabis indica (Alen’s), dr. ss.
Eleo-resin of capsicum, gtts. xij.
Hydrocyanic acid (Scheele’s), gtts. xevj.
Shake together the sulphate of morphia,

alcohol, and chloroform, then add the
sulphuric acid, shake well until it becomes
clear, then add the olco-resin of capsicum,
extract of cannabis, and hydrocyanic acid.

This forms a clear dark green liquid, pos-
sessing the acrid taste of capsicum, and the
odour of chloroform. A drachm contains
about & gmain of the sulphate of morphia,
and the dose is given at from fiftecen to
thirty drops (minims).—Necw York Journal
of Medicine.—DBraithwuite’s Rotrospect.

Apomorplhia.

This base is procurable from codeia, which
it resembles in cheinical constitution. It is
one of the most certain emetics known, one-
tenth of a grain subcutancously, or } grain
by the mouth, being .the dose rcquircé. The
disadvantages of it is that it isa depressant
in some cases, the patient sceming as if his
muscular power wwere gone; the vascular
system, however, docs not appear to be de-
pressed to an cqual extent.—Draitlucaite’s
RRotrospect.

€Coffce,

Braz:l is tho greatest producer of coffee.
That known in the trade as Riois 2 Brazilian
product. Of the 713,000,000 pounds pro-
duced by the world per annumn, Brazil fur-
nishes 400,000,000, or moro than half of the
whole; Java 140,000,000, Ceylon 40,000,000,
St. Domingo 40,000,000, Cubs and Porto
Rico 25,000,000, Venczuela 235,000,000,
Sumatra 25,000,000, all others, including the
Mocha, 18,000,080. The United States is
the greatest consumer. We use in the
United States nearly one-third of all tho
coffee consumed in the world, using ucarly
seven times as much as Great Britain, with
a population not very far from the same.
Germany conmes next.

The Atomistic Mcthod of Administering Drugs.

‘This mode, which is part of the homwopa-
i thic practice, is being energetically advocated
in the Royal Academy of Belgium, by M.
le Dr. Burggraeve. His arguments are not
very persuasive, nor are the facts adduced
numerous ; but such as they are, our recaders
«will find them in the Bulletin de U Académice
Reyale de Alédecine de Belgigue.—Fractitioner.

A Care fur Earache.

i Tinctareof digitalis has been reconimended
for this purpose. Onc or two drops are

placed in the car, the passage being then

closed with a picce of cotton.
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