FOR LOWER CANADA.

105

evoning oxercise, britg it writen from memoly on paper. It isa
groat thing f the tencher can get them to write out in thewr own
words at il correctly, the sense conveyed to their minds of a sen-
105D in Prosu OF verse,

In teaching u lessun, such as the lollowing two verses from Les-
son Book, No. 3.

Thus fax, on life’s perplexing path,
Thus fur the Lord our steps hath led, .
Safo from the world’s pursiing wrath,
Unbinrar'd though floods huug o'er our head ;
flere then wo pause, look back, adore,
. Like ramsom?d Isruel from the shoie.

Strangers and pilgrims here Lelow,
As ull our fathecs in their day,
We to a land of promise go,
Lord, by thino owa appointed way,
Stilt guide, illumine, cheer our flight,
In cloud by duny, in fire by night.

After explaining the fivst two linos, the teacher asks peihaps the
grammar of a part of it; but from the words not coming in prose
order, the children find a difficulty ; he should, therefore, read them
thus :~The Lord hath led our steps, thus far, on the perplexing path
of life; and they will at ouce ge! the grammar of it, as well as the
meaning ; safe—what part of speech, and what word dogs it agree
with 2 ‘'he verb from the samo root ix what? save: aud the noun.?
safsly. \What doos the (ourth ling mean ? does it mean that waters
are susperded over our heads? And then read to them the plain
meaning of the lines in something like the followm%\vords —

The Lord hath led onr steps, thus far, on the tronblesome path of
life 5 protecting us from the pursuing wrath of the world uninyured,
notwithstanding dangers have surrounded us : here, then, we stop,
we reviuw the past, wo thank God for his protection fiom danger,
ag the Israelites did when they found themselves set free from the
Egyptians and on the other sile of the Rec Sea. .

e, Lord, as strangers and pilgrims in this word, go in the way
in which thou hast appointed, toa land of promise, in the same way
as all our fathers have done iu their time ; but we pray thee still to
continue to guide, 1 enlighten, and to cheer our passage through
this life, in the same way as Thou didst the Israehtes in their
iour!neyings from Exypt to thedesers—in cloud by day, in fire by
night. .

Then refesring thom to the 13thehupter of Exodus—

« And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to
lead them the way ; and by night in a pillar of fire, to_give them
light ; to go Ly day and night.” He took not away the pnﬁar of the
cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.”

After having had the lesson e.\'plainei in this way, they are then
told, perhaps, *» sit down and write the meaning w hich i1_conveys
totheir minds of one verse, and on a Monday morning to bring the
first twvo, or any other two, verses, as an exercise wrilten 1In prose.

The teacher should be in the {abit of calling altention to the
composition of particular words, and asking them to mention any
others of a simular kind which they can call o mind ; for ins-
tance— - . .

Words with a prefix or affix, such as ungodly, unholy, inhospi-
table, iucorrigible, irrezular, occur ; they should then be told to quote
all the words they know with un, in, and ir, as refixes meaning
not when i1 is changed 1ntoim, as in: the words 1mproper, imper-
fect, ete., and why; or such words as leaflet, ete., with an affix ; ask
if they kunow any others—streamlet, ringlet, elc. A nonn ending in
18, 28 chemist ; quote any others, as botanist, druggist, mechauist,
copyist, etc. ; or an adjective in al, ive, etc., such as national, local,
vocal, destructive—qnote others ; extensive, positive, etc., and the
nouns made from them.

+ 1 merely mention a few cases that occur to me at the moment of
writing ; but these are quite sutTicient to show what is meant.

After having heard the lesson, the monitor or teacher should tell
them to sit down and write on their slates a certain number (or ag
many as they know) of words, nouns, adjectives, etc., having any
particular prefix or affix, which may have occurred in their lesson ;
for instance— L. .

_ Write down six adjectives ending in al and ive, six nouns ending
inise, in let.

When a word ocents which has a common reot with mauy cthers,
the teacher ought to ack what others we have from the same roo:(i
for fnstance, the word extent occurs as a noun; what is the wo
weuse as a verb? extend ; exténding, present parucl;)le; past par-
ticipla, extended : as an adjective ? extensive ; adverb? exiensively ;
also extension and oxtensiveness as nouns.

It is also useful to+show them how the same word may bo used
as un adjective, & noun, or a verb : for instance, such a (ine ua the
followsng oecurs ;—

How calm is the summer sea’s wave.

They see the word ¢ calm * here uced as an adjective; let them
form a sentence, using it us & noun, a verb, ete. : thure was a great
calm—he'calmed the sea—n calm day; and they ehould occasios
nally be asked to quote passages from their books, where the word
is used in all these diffesent ways; to call to nind passages either
in prose or in poetry containing particular ueages of words. This
teaches them their own language, and makes them reco-lect parti-
cular passages, both of poetry and prose, which the% may haveread.
Lines descriptive of any particular country—of its physical character
~—character of its people— love of country, ete, 3 such as Scow’s—

0 Caledonin! stern and wild,

Mect nurse for a postic child;

Land of brown heath and shngs?' wood-~
.and of the mountain and the flood,

Or—

Dear to my spirit, Scotland, thou hast been
Since infant years, in ull‘ thy glens of green ;
L] * L

Land of wild beauty and romantic shapes,
Of shelter’d valleys and of stormny capes,

T. Gray.
Or the following from Cowper’s ¢ Task.”’—

England with all thy faults, I love thee still—

My country ! and, while yet & nook is left

Where English minds and manners may be found,
Shall be constrained to love thee. Though thy clime
Bo tickle, and thy year most part deform’d

With dripping rains, or wither'd by a frost,

1 would not yet exchange thy sullen skies

And fields without a flower for warmer France
With all her vines : nor for Ausonia’s groves

Of golden fruitage and her myrtle bowers,

And most of the upper children here can repeat the poetry of theiy
Reading Books by heart, should a passage of this kind happen to be
called up, they would be asked to bring itnextmorning written down
from memory, as an evening task.

In the iater printed copies of the Dublin Reading Books, I am
sorry to observe they have omitted much of the poetry ; as I knéw
of nothing which has tended so much to humanize the children in
this school, and improve their minds, by calling forth the geutler
feelings of their nature, as the poetry of these books.

With many of the pieces by Cowper, Scott, Mrs. Hemans, and
others, such as—On Cruelty to Animals— Human Frailty—The
Stately Homes of England—Birds of Passage—The Graves of a
Houschold—the more advanced children are so thoroughly ac-

vainted, as to be able to admire their beauties and to feel the
orce of them : this also hus given a character to their reading
which nothing else could have done, and shed a softening influence
over their minds which will last through life.

The following may be taker as a specimen how chuldren may be
amaused into instruction if the teacher is well up to his work (page
204, Lesson Book, No. 3) :—

O'cr the heath the heifer strays
Free (the furrow’d task is done) ;

Now he village windows blaze,
Burnish'd by the setting sun.

Now he hides behind a hill,
Sinking from a golded sky;

Can the pencil’s mimic skill
Copy the refulgent dye?

Trudging as the ploughmen go
{To the smoking hamlet bound) ;
Giant-like their shadows grow,
Lengthen'd o'er the level ground.

In what direction do you go home from school? West. Did you
ever gbserve your shadow in going home? Yes, Sir.  Behind you
or before you'? Behind me, to the east of me. Does it Jengthen or
shorten as the sun gets low ? Lengthen. You who go home- to the
east, in what direction do your shadows? before you or ehind



