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ù7, as accentuated Italien u : as the first u of tumulo, the second of
tumulto, or a-. u in rt de. lure.

t, ai unaccentuated Italian u:* as the second u of iumulo, the first
0f iumulto, the u of fruition.

au, as Italian au : nearly as ow in English power.
In gen uine Latin words the other diphthongs are very rare, exoept

iarchaismns where el, oe, oi, ou are comnion enough.
eu, as Italian eu, or Latin 9 quiekly followed by Latin Ui. Of Latin

words we llnd perhaps only heu, ceu, seu ; and we do not feel coni-
Petent to propose a different sound for it in the many Greek words
adopted into Latin.

oe is also verv rare in Latin words : for thein, as well as for Greek
Words, we shiould prefer a sound like the German 6 : as an alterna-
tive we propose the open Italian e for Se, as before for m.

et too as a diphthong is very rare : we would give it the Latin 9
Sound quickly followed by a Latin !sound.

But in a large class of words containing ai, ei, of, or ut, the i is a
seniiconsonant, and should bo sounded like English y : pronounce
Graius, miaior. Troia, eius, ?o)tnpetus, Seianus, cuius, as Grd,-yus,
rnci-ior, Trô-ya, ê-vus, Pompê-yus, St-yanus, ca.-yus : eicit, reicil, as

ê-iire-ilicit. The o or Q of proin, prout, demn, deinde, when not
fomig a distinct syllab le, does not forai a diphtheng, butieied

before an initial vowel : se in neùiquarn, e is elided.

In a fuller discussion more mighit be said ot the consonants: a few
remarks mîust suflice for tho l)rosent.

c, always as k : in Ciccro, facies, as well as Cacus.
g, always as g in gel : in gcro, gi ngir a, gyrus as w-ell as gaudeo.
s, at the boginning and end of words, aînd at the beginning of

syllab les, and before consonants, is nlways sharp (as the s of sin) in
Italian and should bo so in Latin : sol, sidla, de-sero, ni-si', nos,
.Ionus.

s, between two vowels, lias in Italiani a sot .- sound, as in our
"'Ose : we would thus sound in Latin rosa, muisa, miser. But words
Of this kind in Latin are but fow : much more numerons are those
Where s might aiso be wvritten ss, a lost consonant having been assi-
mnilated and the vowel always lengthened : causa, casus, visus,
odiosus, (see Quintilian î, 7, 20). Italian is very suggestive ; and in
ail these cases s should be sharp.

t is always a pure dental, in ratio as in ratis, in nolio as in nolus,
in vtlium as in rita.

bs, bi should be sounded ýanid generally writtern> as ps, pi : lapsus,
aps, apsens, optulit, supter.

j, or consonant i, as y in yard.
As to consonant ii, or v, we bel-ievo that its sound was as near as

Possible to that of the vow'el ut : i. e. like the out of the Frenchi oui,
neot difl'ering much therefore fromn Englishi w. But as there is great
diversity of opinion on this point, we propose te lènave it an open

qluestion, whether it shali bo pronounced in this way, or as the
'English and Italian v.

Y, z, eh, ph, th were broughit into tho language to represont Greek
sounds : z, ph, th wcpropose shoutd be souinded as at present: ch
should neveî' bo pronouncod as in our charter : it would be botter to

Rive it a k sound sincceeded hy ant h sotind.; but it must follow the
fortunes of Greek ~. y, or Grcok v, had some middle sound between
Latin u an d i, perh ps resembling eithier Frenîch u or German ü;
but 9 and jý came probably mucli nearer to i and i than to ù~ and fi.

In our Latin pronunciation quantity is systematically rnoglected:
attention to it seemTs essential'in any reformed method : à and az
should be distinguislled in matris ammd palr.ç, as iii mater and pater.
The ancients observed the natural length of voels, when the sylla-
bî 0 was also long by position : as in Ma1rciujs, or : Cicero touis us
that every vowel whie tollo-wed by us or imf hecaîne long by nature:

as in infinius, insomis : qIn svees te have hiad the saine power over
the preceding vowel. Mfen toc an extruded consonant leaves a

Ilaturally short vowol long : e frein e.x : es, est fromi edo : Sestius
(Sestiosi, but Sextins Seldttos). On1 the othor han(I the long
Vewel of manv final syllables iii timneb hcarnc'short : and we can

SCarcely suppose that while the natnirally long vowel iii ailnat, docet
Was shortened, it always remainied long in amant, doce'nt : it seems
certain aIse, whatever the reason nias lii, that the e wvns short in

dlocentis, etc., as mucli as in legentis, audlientis.
Following the tradition of the Italians. we fortuiiately keep the

acecent in most cases on the right syllable, though the loss of q uantity

has changed its nature. la a suinary like this we cannot d well un
the exseptions.

In respect of elision we may se', hy comparing Plautus and
Tierence with Ovîdl, how mu' th(- elaborate cultivation of the
ritnguage bias tended te a more distinct sounding of final syllables.
We must not altogether pass over the élitled vowel or the elided

SYllable which ends mn in, except perhialpu iii the case of é in coinunon
Words, que, neque and the likie. lIow far too finîal me xas mute, or

riasal, it-is not easty to determine. est 1is ' seies often la pronun-

'eiation (and in writing> to have lest its e and become au eftelitic st

after a vowel or m : thus îuo est, mneumn est <'an end an Ovidian
pentamneter, labori est an Hexameter : wve must therefore pronounce
tuost, etc.
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The Star of the ilagi and of Bethlehem.

[By T. D. McGee.] (1)

Whence is the star that shinetli so brighitly ?
'Tis flot of those that arise for us nightly-
Pale in its presence appearing ail others,
It looms like a first-born over its brothers."

il.

The herds of Arabia lay gat1ýer'd and sleepinig,
The sons of t e siieperds tleir watc os werc keeping,
lVhen the star of our faitli ail lusirous and tender,
Fill'd the desert of grass witth the sbeen of its spiendor.

Ili.

Then, in wondler and terroir they ran to tbeir scers,
Wisest of men, iri t ose primitivr0 vearrs,
Ismael's priests, t, e renown'd of S abrea,
WVho grew pale iTI the light tint arose o'or .Tudea.

IV.

To their eyes, siar-r-eveal*d, an anig(elical cfioir
Fill'd Vie ieavens wviti tinibrel, and anti m, and lyre,
And tbey heard tbrougli the ca lun of that marvel lous morr,

r That the king,-ttiat tLe lion of Ji-da' was hori.

Then the inagi anti lords e ~O<~si r.~
And gath'ring the myrrh in t e Oricnt that grows,
And the incense of Saba, in censer and coi!f'r.
And thie virginal ore fromn the Car mines of Opt jr

VI.

By Jordan they sougint tie Messiah in Zion,
Tbie desert-born iook'd for the trace cf * t- e Lion
Dark, dark as Sinai enslirouded in thiunder,
Grew Herod, the king, at their tidiiLgS ut wonder.

VIL.

Again rose the star of the Orient, to guide thern
To the ox and the ass, and earth's Saviour br'side them,
Where, cfiild-like and weak, tne Master of Ages
Took Tribute fromn Araby's princes and sages.

VIII.

So may God grant to us, arnid ail lcur demerit,
The faith, love, and hope of toce mon ofUte dopsert,
For us, as for tiiem, dawns the inarvellous m,n
And the angels are singing-", Lo !Jesus is boril."

[il Writteni on Christmas Eve, 1851.

OFFICIA L NOTI11CE S.

-Minlwtry of Putbic Instructioni.

APPOINTMENTS.

NiE,%iEis 0F THE FOLLOWINCT BOARDS 0F EXAMINERS.

QUEBEC 1CATHOLI0.À

The Lieutenrnt-Goverfloi,-by an order iii Council, dated the

3Oth October, 18"é2,-was p1en.sed to appoint the Rev. Thomias

Etienne iamel, V. 0.., a Memnber of the Catholilu Boatrd of
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