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Nan Facronies already exist to such an extent that we do not
require to import a single cut nail.

AxEs are manufactured largely 3 if not to the full requirement of
the Province, we have no doubt they might be.

AaRrICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS, thus far, have but imperfectly en-
gaged the attention of the manufacturer, although we sce no reason
why we should not make them as well as our neighbours

We cannot, however, at this time, go through with the entire
list of articles manufactured in the Province ; but, as we stated at
the comimencement of this article, the time has eome when we
must sce what we can do for omrselves, We cannot know this until
we have fairly tested our own capacities 3 and the sooner we do so
the better it will be for us.  That a large proportion of our wants
can be supplicd within ourselves wae have no reason to doubt from
the cursory glance we have taken of the subject: and every shilling
laid out in manufactorics which can be made to pay, without ar-
uficial means, is so much increase to the wealth of the Province,

GENERAL CONVENTION.

We have received the following communication from a friend
at Brockville, and beg to draw particular attention to it The ne-
cessity of a Geneial Conventwon cannwt, we thik, be doubted,
aud 1t has become infimtely more necossary since the arrival of
tho last mail from Fngland, by which we learn that the Imperial
Parhiament has lefl to the colonies themselves the task of revising
their tantls, with a view to their gettmg rid of the Ditferential
Duties. The responsilulity whuch attaches to our public men is
thus rendered greater than ever, and no time should be lost in
putting them fairly in possession of public apinion by the means
of a General Conventivn.  The only question to be decided before
taking this steﬁ) is, the best means of etfecting the object 5 and on
this puint we should like to hear the apinions of our friends in dif-
ferent parts of the province. Where should the Convention be
Leld ? liow sirould 1t be coustituted 2 and when should it be held?
are })oims 10 be decided before any steps can be taken. When
wo have leamnt tlus, we shall be very happy to lead all the aid in
our power to bring the Convention together, feeling satisfied as
we do that the most important results may be expected from its
deliberations s=-

(For the Iree-Trade Economist.)
WIIAT IS TO BE DONE TO SAVE OUR TRADE?

In the present brief communication, 1 will not attempt 10 add to youy
able advacacy af Frao 'Puade by any temarke of mine, beyond referring
10 the fact, that Eugland having adopted the principle and withdrawn
the protection hitherio extended in her markets to our breadstufis, has
thereby thrown us upon our own resources, and left our trade and com-
ni:rce to be, hereafter, just what 1we by decided and energetic action, or
ymet, divided, and sliggish councils, may make it.

Lookmg from one cml of the country to the other—from Quebec to
Port Sarnia—we observe that the bleod 1 its commercial veins is almost
stynant 5 the lunbs are becoming paralyzed, and nearly powerless, A
dent-hinow-whai-to-do surt of feehing has tahen possession of the business
wen ; they seem to be holdmge on, waiting for some movement to be
made in one quarter or anuther. Shall thus state of things be permitted
to gununae T Wil we not arouse ourselves to the imsuc Jiate coasidera-
ton of our condition, and deterinune at once to do all that can be done
o avert a portion of the rumn now weighing upon our trade and staring
us un the face, by adopting <uch steps as may scem best caleulated to
Luild up and promote the future agricultural and commercial interests
a:md prosperity of our coumry ! As Canadians, with Canada for our
country, we have a great and Jasting interest in its well being.  The
liminble iabourer, sweaung for lus daily bread ; the hardy and industrious
farier, who fuidows the plough, and reaps the harvest ; the skilful me-
chrie, whose wmgenwity 18 taxed from morning to mght 1n constructing
the implaimeats we use, and earmng {.od for lus fanuly ; the shrewd and
wealtny merchant who spends his ume in poring over his ledger, and
waiching the current of the market ;—all are alike mterested.  Lach and
all will be benefitted or injured by ats prosperity or retardment ; and there-
fore cach and ali should feel it to be thewr duty to put forth their influ-
ence 1 carrying out wmeasures wlich have for their object the genceral
good, and winch in trath will be for thair own individual benefit. We must
feel that we stand alone, without having any longer the fostering care of
England to bolster up our trade ; Jike the son of the poor man launched
upon the world, to sink or swim as he may exert hunself.  And can it be
doubted, from tho intelhgence, cnergy, and industry which mark onr
character as Canadians, that we have »ot the maternial wihm us which,
f properly brought out and directed, will bear np and carry us throuzh
the present cnisis, and enable us 1o adopt ways and means 1o prevent our
agnin bemg placed n the same predicameni I We may rely upon i,
that, like the potter and lnus piece of clay, our country will be yust what
we please to form it.

Some nay ask, What shall be done, and hew shall it be done ?

Alany suggestions have ualready been made ' vaiious newspapers
throughout ihe country, as to what in pait 183 necessary to be done:
namely A change in the Nasigation Laws; Doing away with all fn-
perial Duties on our Impor <, T'he removal of ali Differential Daties; An
amprovement m the Post-Uffice system; A cheaper Government than
we have hitherto had to support ; ‘The petitioning the  Imperial Parlias
ment to tegociate with the Untted States Government to receive our pro-
vaci=upon the same terms as sumlar kinds of theirs are bronght into onr
couairy.  These, with many oiher masters, would be fit subjects for dis-
eussion and dehberating wpon were an oppartanity presented by a
Gexeral CaNVENTION, made up of leading men fromn cach and every dis-

trict in the country. And as no time should be lost to give this opportu.
nity, 1 would humbly suggest that a Convention be called, to be held in the
month of October next at a central point of the country, say at Kingston,
to be composed by five delegates from each distnict, riding, or city, which
now sends & Member to Parhament, and that theae Delegates be chosen
at a public meeuny calied by the Sheril or Mayor of the respective dis-
tricts and cities.  As your Association has already appeared before the
public with uts circulars on the subject of the trade of the country, why
not add one more to the hat, and address a circular lotter to each Shenff
and Mayor, requesting h' n to call the meeting !

* Iu the multitade of councillors there is wisdom,” and it is not to be
doubted but 1t would prove to be so in this Cenvention ; and through its
Delegates returning to their homes over the length an " breath of the land,
much useful and correct mformation could be diffuzed on the subject of
our trade and commerce among the people, opening their eyesto the true
stato of things, and exciting a determination on their parts to second the
decisions of the Convention, and insist upon those changes being made
whicls it may have been considered necessary to ask for.

« Umon is strength” ; and should the plan be adopted which is here
with great diffidence suggested, it 1s sincerely to be hoped that all those
appomted ns Delegates will fecl pledged to attend, and that but one spirit
will animate them in their dehberations ; that ecctarian, political, and
scctional views will not be permatted 1o intrude ; but that with one great
obyect in view, Tur Geverat INTERESTS oF orr CovNTry, all will unite
as one man to attain and accomplish those ends which will be most hkely
to secure the permanent prospority and happiness of the country.

CANADA.
Brockville, 5th Sept. 1846.
BRITISIE POS-S_I_‘,'_SSIONS BILL.

House'of Commons.

On the question that the House do go into Committce on this Bill,

Mr. Govruurx said hitherto the trade of the colonies had been re-

ulated by acts of the Impenal Parhament; but bere theie was a
gcpﬂrturc from that prnnciple; and he thought an explanation, on tho
part of Her Majesty’s Government, was thercfore called for.  The bill
proposed, that mstead of altening the dunies now unposed by British
acts of Parhament, 1t should be left to the scveral colonies to exercise
their own diseretion as to what duties shonld be imposed on foreign

oods coming from foreign countnes.  Now thus appeared to him to

¢ o most suconvenient conrse to adopt. No one would dispure the
propricty, after what had passed, of relaxing the import dutics on fo-
reigh articles bronght jnto the colomies, but the question was, whe-
ther this ought to be done, as hitherto had been the custom, by the
provisions of a Briush act of parhament, extending equally to all tho
colonics, or whether they would leave it as a discretionary power in
the hands of the coloniul legislatures acting with the consent of the
Crown, thus superseding tho authoney of the Bntish Parhament, tak-
ing from it a junisdiction it had hitherte possessed, n order to place it
under the colomal legislature, wholly independent of the Impenal Par-
limnent.  (Hear, hear) It was wished, of cousse, to give rehief to the
colontes from those dutics to which he had referred, but this could
not so casily be done by the mode Imd down in the bull as by an act
ofthe Impenal Parhament, and for tlus reason,—the colonses would
entertain very different views, accorcing to thewr dilierent positions, as
to the articles on which duties sheuld or should not be umposed, and
their various measnres would be sent for the assent of the crown; the
Crown would find the colony A had adopted one course of proceed-
ing, while colony B had adopted a course wholly dulcrent, and
would be called on m many cases to enter mto a detaded esaamnation
of the measures sent over, and probably after exanunation, to . jees
certun of 1hose measures. Thus much tune would Le lost betore
the matter could be finally scttled, as not only would there Le a loss of
time in the first stance, but there would be a sl greater loss from
the tune which must necessanly clapse Lefore a colonal legisluture
could pass a new bill,  Suppose the colonies ail took diferent views
of their own interests, anc that some aduntted produce from Awme-
rica at onc rate of duty, ar d others produce from Swedon at another;
then we sbould be mvolved in discussions wuth those forcign coun-
tries which could only be conducted through the Foreign-office
at home. Jt would be found that the question was intimately connect-
ed with the navigation laws, and they would soon come to the conclu~
sion that this was a matter which ought not to be interfered with by
the Brinsh Parliament. (Hear, hear) He apprebended that the
time would come when tlie colomies would claim to have aright to
interfere with those navigation Jaws in all cases where they might
think them opposed 10 their interest . . ]

The Criaxcerror of the EXCHEQUER was not insensible 1o the in-
convenience that might result from the operation of the bill before the
house ; but ke must bear in mand the eircumstances under wineh the
bali was mtroduced.  He believed it nught be better on the whole to
reaulate the trado of the colones in the <aume way as it l.la'l bcpn
done before; but it was impo<wble to have any comnunieation with
the colomes with a view 10 the altesation of the nnport duties; and
thus thev wonld have been depriving them of a portion of their 1cve-
nne without any notice bring given thom. takany awny those ways and
means on wlieh they had aright to culentate, without prepaning them
for it by any wtimation. It was thought better, llnc:cforc,lo leave this
matter in their own hands, espemally as 31.0 Queen’s consent was ne-
ceseary 10 the carrying of any acls whirh they mght pass. There
could not, iowever, be the least doubt that it would be desisnble mn all
cases that the regulations of those duties should lte with the colouies
themselves, .

Mr. WannurTox observed that this was not a bill to avoid a tem-
porary mconvenience, but a bill giving the power permancntly 10
colomial legisbatures 10 regulate these hmportant matters of triude, 0
duty for which he thonghta vanety of legislatures by no means qun-
fitied. Ifat was necessary to make provisions for atemporary evil,




