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ln the wvritings of the sages and phiosophers of the period just referred

to-of Laô-tsze 'b. 6L)4 B. c.).-of Confucius (551-478 B. C.), of their respec-

tive great successors and exponents, Ohwang,-tsze (.30n .,adMa

cius (:372-4289 n.c.), and of others-frequent, references are made to an

carlier tirne -%Yleii public and private religrion %Ya«s una',ffected, and social and

personal xnorality unstained ; and, occasionally, tu a stili enriier priiîncvai

and golden agc, whcen men Iivcd lives of simplicity anîd innocence, free

fromn care and strife and cvii. Ail four philosophers deait with the saine1c

materials handed down froin. the past; all four recognizcd ltow far mnan-

1-ind liad failen ; ail four ivislied above ail] things to iead men back to fic

original hiappy state. They took, however, divergent ronds. Confus
and Mcacius, mca of criticai intellect, could find no soiid ground in tradi-

tionai belief or iniinietaphysic.ai speculation, on -%liieli to rest. They couid

rely on notlingi( but authority supported by evidence ; and couid accept as

their ethicial standard only codificd rules and observances dealing soicly

wiith the duty of man to inan-rules and observances based on innate rea-
son and conscience, learned under instruction by Iaborious application, and
carricdl into practice by sheer force of will. On the other hand, Lâo-tsze
and Chwang-lsze, the founders of Tàoism, soughlt to gid e c into the

oid paths not b)y any huinan effort, and stili less by any systei of external
ruies, but by the entire surrender of thec iii and cf the -vioie, heing w flhc

creatingr aiid prescrving, sclf-existingr Existence behind the universe ; whose,

personal attributes-infinite, power, wisdonx, justice, rightcousncss, and
love (iii whichi last aIl the otl1q!rs found their sunmation)-wvould then, ini

proportion to that surrender, bc sq spontaineously dcveloped. on mîan's im-

mnortai spirit as to savc it froin destruction " :n the lathe of heaven, " and
be so outwardiy inanifcstcd in nman's niortal life as te, draw ail inen int>
harmony and pence and rest. The wvondcrful svsteni of doctrine and
mnorais thus elaboratd-a systein whvlich carried man te t'he very cdge of
that iînpasýsable goilf over ivhich lie can cross only by the liglit cf the reve-
lation of God in Christ and biy the power of the Holy Spirit-not oaly far

transcended the tcaehing, and practice of any other lîcathen sehool, Eastern
or Western, but wvas dianietrically and in ail points opposed to that of Con-
fucius, and particnilariy te that cf bis great successor, Mlencius. It was
the last diin* struggliig outflash, as it wvere, cf the liglit which had been
vouchsafed te fthe nation iii its yonth; and its spcedy extinction markced
the secomd great dournward siep of the mation in religions liec. This step
the people took -whîcn they turncd te unigtàiiness (humau righteousncss)

from that i'hich night be known of God, and was inanifest to them, -ivhicil
Godl liad showcd them-the invisible things of Ilum from thecereation cf
the wvorid, even Hlis etcrnal poiver and godhecad ; so that they wvere lert
ivithout excuse (Ronm. 1 : 18-20).

Deprivcd cf hclp in this life and cf hope for the next by theje first
downivard step, wvhen they forgot God, and shut in te, themselves, by the
deliberate deciension cf their second step, wlien they turacd away from
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