
188.1HOME WORK FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

combustible illaterial, un1les;s Vou are quite sure there is not even a spark of
lieo or love in your soul!1

Atnun- the meaus of education we mention last what in tuie order of time
and of importaace belongs first: tlic influence of C'hristiau voinen in the
homne life. If God lias shut out the ordinary w'oman from imuch participation
in public life, and shut lier in the home, it is because lier sphiere nialzes u~p in
qualit.y ivhat it Jacks in quantity. Here are life's arcana, veiled fronm the
coumonleye; the home is the matrix of character. The faitli of the grand-
niother Lois and inother Eunice still descends Io Timothy. Anthusa, and
MIolica stili give the CIiuICh. lier golden-nîouthed Johins and lier giant
Augustilcs. To one wonian inay be traced the risc of the seven lingdomis of
the Saxon Heptarchy. At eve-y stream ithere i;a poinit wlereahumiianlbauid
uîighit tura its current, and at thîat point inu hunian lives tie wvife and miother
presides. The heathen rhetorician Libanius exclaimed: "What wvoïeu.
tllese Christianslhave!" And, if the secret thiiigs wvere brou glit to lighit, it
nliight be found that inany, beside Morrison anîd B3urns andi Lindley and Pat-
teson, have owed their saintly character and missionary career to the sanct-
it.y of a mother. Even before Uriith, mnaternai character leaves its impress
upon the unborn, and at the mother' s breast and knee the earliest lessons
are learned iii piety atid -nrayer' and personal consecration.

The nursery ruay be thie garden where the precious gernis are first nour-
jshed from which, develop pillars 0f cedar and olive for lle temple of God.

* ThieDarl of Shaftesbury learned of humble Maria 111illis the first lessons in
* living whicii made his influence Capable of being ineasured only by parallels

of latitude and merîdiaus of longitude, anid j ts results ofly to be computed by
tie mus of eternityl1 My sisters in Christ, dIo not liesitate to break ou your
%jasteres feet your aastrflask ; thougli it may seei but as 'vaste to
b oine, thie house shll be filled witli he odor of your consecration, and you
shial at least create i-P the home a nuiity mould of chiaracter froni whicli
shialigo forth men and wvouen i ose words and dcedsshall sliakce the Nvorld:.

Here, ini the home, if prevailin- sellshiess and extravagant self-indulgence
are Lo be cori'ected, must be tauglit lirst lessons in giving, the div'ine doctrine
of stewvardIship, and the rebýpouîsibilities botli of -%vea1th and pioverty. Muni-
ficent legazies cannot atone for parsiinionious gifts. It is not Godor His poor
Nvhîo îîeed our gif ts, so uchli as we ourselves need to give. Giviiîgr is the
sovereigu secret of serving, but aIso of gctting and growving. To deny self
and lielp othiers is God's antidote to that monstroussin of seliisliness whvli is
the root of ail otliers ; and soit is more bhessed te give tiîan to receive. And
if thiere e-ver w'as an altar thatsanctihied, uîîagîîlified, glorified the gift, it is the
altar of missions. Let the ethics, flic ecoîîomics, tlie oshUc f giving be

* tau-lit at thie înotler's kîîee, and we shall have a newv generation of givers.
Tco miucli emphasis cannot be laid on placinîg at tlie center of the fainîily a

consecrated Nvomnan. Slue is hikze (xoethce's iinythiical l-anip, -%vhich, set iii the
hîunblest hut of the fislheianizi, chîangved ail 'vîtini it. to silver. Sh0" pours
on the root of tlie cocoamut-tree the wvater, wliivh conies bark, 1h and hy,
sweetened and enriched, iii tue niillk of the cocoaimt wvhich. falis froni thie toi).

Aselfilh, sordid wvonan, presi inl the 110111', perveris ellildI-life ; in such a
househiold there is a malign influence, Nvhlichi, ike Ilie miirronq in thoe temples

of Smyrna, represents the faii'est imiages distorted and defornied, and niakes

'oen picty seem repellaut. The more 1 sec of woinîaî's inlinene on thie
hvlole structure of seciety the more I fcel the stress of Vie apobtolic injune-

ton that the behi2ver sheuld, niarrU ony im flhe Lord.
Tere-sponsibilitios of Nvealth. are to bc discussed by anetiier in a separate

1888.1


