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irl considcring the condition of Gospel wvork in Persia, the state of

religious liberty and the prospects coflcfrfilg it corne foremost to the

mmnd. Would that there was a more favorable outlook for toleration 1
Islam is iinherently iiitolerant, and the leaders of Islam in Persia-the

rnoIahs-«ire gaining a higlier position and inecrcased power. The people

are NwiIiigIy snmsiet h sitrpreters, of the law and religious

guides. They are an eduicated and wvealthy clas.-. MNany of thein have

large landed propeity, ar the recipieiIts of goverifeft, grants and large

legaclies from the people. The settlemnint, of estates and of civil suits is

in~ their hands, and fees and fines, together witIî the Z-Aums, or fifth of

each inheritaflcc, go to the mollahis. The real allcgiainte of the people is

to their Mujtiiîids, and not to the Siiah. Many events have shovn. this of

late years. It wvas strikingly illustratcd ]ately in the mourning for the

death of the Chief Mujtihid of Tabriz and for Shah Nasr-i.Din. For the

former the bazaars were closed three days, and services of mourning, continu-

ingc through several wceks, were heUd in many mosques and houses. Feasts

Ivere given in the mnosques in his hoaci'. Goveriimeuit officiais, thiroýiglî

fear of the people and the mollahs, joincd in the inourninc, and even tlb'Ž

Aýriûniiis thouglit it discreet to close thecir sehools and to send a sum of

money to one of the inosques for a tazia or imourning service. A public

trier Nvert through the bazaars and proeiainied thiat the Arinenians wvere

holding service for the rest of the Mujtihid's soul. \Vhether in sitncerity

or dissiinilation, the wvhole City joilned in reverincg the dead Mujtihid.

Wh len the Shah ivas assassinated, 110 sigus of mourning were visible, and

11o inemnorial services were held ini Tabriz. Maniy 1?ersians expressed

tlieir satisfaction. IRejoiciings for the accession of the new Shah occupied

tlle attention of all. The city %vas ilhîminated in an unpreeedented man-

ner. One officiai, who0 had illvited some guests to celebrate the jubilee of
l'asr. i hh edtefato i appointed day, teling lis guests

to rejoice inistead on account cf the accession of Muzaffir-i-Din. The

Muitihid was inourned for more than the Shah. It is likely that the

power of thI mollalis will increase during the present reign, as Mazafir-î-

Pin is inclinied to consult them aud lean upon thelm f or guidance.
Mollahis Inaintain their influence over the people by instructing thein

il, thle schools and Illosques, and inmpressing thein with the trath cf the

Shiali faith. At ririday prayers, in the Fast of Rarnazan aud the ru1rni-

ing of Miuharran the inculcation cf religious doctrine is pursued, until the

people are well inforîned regarding the precepts and traditions of Islamn

ana are inspired with its intolerant spirit.
Gospel wyork amoung Mfohamînedans shows little change. The Iaw cf
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