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The River Scene,

A windunyg road around a tull

Will lead you to an tulet still

Where willowa nodding o'er tho stream

Searce dare disturd the lily’s droann,

A woaden bridue afar fs scen

Amid a mist of sunimer green,

While ‘neath the cedars, cloar and codl.

Comes hubLling up the drinking pool ,

And when the twilight breczes biow

Athnart the trec-tops, downwarnd go

Along the path the guict cous

To drink belox the scented hows,

Red Cherey, with her yellow horas,

Lircahs thieo’ a hedgo of scatter’d thoras |

While Daixy {ollows Brindle down

Wer tangl'd rooty and beeeh leaves brown.

The unwen hand of Tine casts o'er

The mellow sky a starry shower ;

And hieraldet by Earas Lold

And cronacd with heautics manifold,

Queen Dian nounts her gkyey thicwe,
he bec across the mesd hay flown |

The halcyon has found his cave

Tue cagletine forpets Ly crave

Apollo’s kisses, and the bate

Heal jn the shadows o'er the fiats

tiho wither,d leaves from smitten vak |

Sncet Day in Night's endudked cloak

Eawrapped, unplores the sileat queen

For gl mwiny smiles and opal sheen,

And all the blessinged of the dawn,

Once 1more to be around hier drawan,

While ceasclcssly between the steeps

The siver to itsfar reat creeps.

—tobert Elliote.

Extreme Northwestern Canada.

‘The following rather interesting account of
the trip of dr. D. B. Dowliug of tho Dominion
geogeaphical survey through the wilds of novth-
western Canada, was furnished the Winnipeg
Free Prezs by that gentlemen on the evening
Lefore his departure from Winnipzyg to Ottawa.
Mr. Dowling said:  ¢‘\We met at Foad du Lac,
at the cast end of Lake Athabasca, and made a
survey of the soath ceast of the lake, which
hitherto is not described in :iny published map
with any degrec of accurnsy. Weweant together
up the Black acd Hatchet Rivers to Haichet
lake, and separated there at noon on the 25th
of August, Mr. Tyrrell leaviog in the large
canoe, with the Isle la Crosse Indian>, apd 1
atarted off with Messrs. Guilluin and Porter
and my two mcop, with instructions to get out
of the countiy the best way T could other than
tho course pursued by Mr. Tyrrell. 1 had
great difficulty in getting any information from
the Iodians as to my routs, for they were afraid
that Tyrrel) might go that way, aad they were
aaxious to tuke the shoriest cut home. Final-
iy, however, for a bribe of twenty five cartridg-

cs 1 got onc of them to draw me a map to thow :
mc the portaze from Hatcbet lake, ap cffort

which, however, did not prove of much use.
My aim was 12 follow an old route spaken of by
Thompsou, an old Hudson Bay trader. After
two days scarch I found a portagefrom Hatchet
Iake toa small lake in ao casterly direction
and we then had 1o make vinc poriages past a
chain of lakes toa small shallow strcam that
rups cast to Reindeer lake.  When we reached
it we found it very shallow, gettiog moat of its
water feom the last Iake passed.  From the lake
to the river thero is o sixty foot fall, boarded
with boulders,and Idc‘cidod to make an ortificial
replenishiag of the stream’s waters; accordingly
we broke out the bounlder ridge and soon suc.
ceeded in raisioyg the water very considerably.
After this we had & lot of mio, for the only
time during the trip; but jostead of being de-
pressed by it wo were clated spiritually and
nctually. This stecam is known aa the Swan

river and is aboit fifty mileslong. Qa account

of the shallowness of the water wo did not make
us good time as we expected; we had to make
many portages and lift our canoes over the
rapids, ansd we \ere running short of
provisions. Accordingly we struck northeast
for the nearest Hadson Bay Co poit we kaew
at the nocth end of Reindeer Luke, known as
the Lac de Broche's post, which wai the near-
est point to the Lirren grounls that we were
at.  From this post all the dried cariboo meat
is shipped south "

‘‘Havigy replenished our larder we went
south to the middle of the lake {Reindeer) nad
followed the west shore south tothe wutlet. The
whole lake is about 200 miles lony, and is much
prettier than Hatchet lake and twice as large ;
itis dotted throughout with islauds, same of
them of a fair size ; they are nearly all rock
with very little earth, but there is some noss,
smail pine and tamaric. There is so little carth
in this district that the people at Lac de
Brozhet have no little trouble o finding mud
to baok their huts with.  The rock is mostly
¢ aciss” or baaded geanite with parallel layers
of minerals. There is no grass, but there is
white xad yellos moss ca which ths carihoo
fecd. Towards the south cnd of Reindeer lake
the rocks become very high aud abrupt, and
the scenery is mach grander.™

*From Reindesr lake we desccoded the
Dcer’s river (there are altogether too many
D:er rivers in tho country) 1o its junction
with the Churchill river. Htiherto the
water Lad been perfectly clear, but as soon as
wercached the Churchill wo pnssed into dark
water. We ascended the Churchilt river to
the Frog portage or the Trade portage, as it
used to be called, at which point our instru.

mental survey was  finished which  had
been commenzed at he end of lake

Athabasca and  carriecd through to this
point. Theacs we turned more to the
west, still asceading the Churchill river till
we reached the Stanley mission  leaving the
Charchitl river we turned south agzin, and by
makiog four short portages reached Lac de
Route, which we crossed. We then ascended
a small stream passipyg through several small
lakes ; this stream bears a different pame
between cach lake, but i3 really the same
stream, although its characteris very differeat.
‘That part of the stream known as the Montreal
viver is 23 miles long, aud is onc long succession
of rapids; we took over fous days to gev up it,
and we ordinarily could make 25 milesa day
up stream and 30 to 35 miles a day down.
This twas the hardest routc we ascended,
although by this timc we were in much better
training.”

*We at last reached the Moatreal lake,
which is about thirty-ficc miles long, with an
average width of perhaps cight miles. very
shallow and with appareatly au all sandy bot-
tom and aandy shores. It is a very fine spawn-
ifog ground for whitefish, and we saw them
coming down the Montreal viver in shoals; fish-
ing ia this lakeis prohibited by the Government.
Qar water journey was now over, aad we left
our canocs at the Montreal post of the H. B.
Co.”

*From Montreal past e Princo Albert tho
trail is ninety miles long.  Thero was but ooe
pony to bo had there, and we atarled to build
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I wcart.  The cart still remaios in an unfinished
condition for o team arrived from Princo Al
best to take thither u sick man frem the post.
The invalid lay in the swagon, our dunnago
was piled around him, and we walked. It
took us over four days to reach Prince Albert,
which we did on \Wednesday tho 12th inst.”

—-

A Report on Civic Government.

At a late meetiog of the Winaipeg city coun-
cil the special committee appointad to consider
the proposals regarding a changs in the form
of goveroment of the city presented the fol.
lowing 1eport :

“Your committce has fully and carefully
considerad the whole questicn of the govern-
meunt of the city, aud is of the opinion that
it is desireable that some chaoge should be
mude from the present system, and with a
view o cflecting an improvement it has cou-
gidered the propoied system in all its hear-
ings, and with a few amendmeats which it
has made to the original deaft it would recom.
mend its adoption by council, and also that
steps be taken to procure the necossary
legislative aathority to bring the system iato
operation.  The outlin: us anenled is as fol
lows :

{1} Lhatthere shall be a chicf official, to be
termed ‘“The General Superintcodent,” ap-
pointed by a judge of the court of Queen's
Beach, oa the recommesndation of the couacil,
for a period of Sve years uva salary of from
$4,000 to §6,000 per anoum, aad to be remov-
able by a msjority vote of couuncil on threc
months’ notice, or the payment of threc mouths’
salary. hie to have the supervision of all the de-
partments of the city, uader direction of an ex-
ecutive compased of two members of council,
to be appninted as follows:

() The mayor, clected by the people us at
present, for a tarm of three years.

{b) A member of the counsil, chosen from
among themselves, 1o hold oflice for the time
of his term. The membera of the executive w
be paid reasonable salaries for their services,
tay from $1,500 to $3.092 each per anaum, this
to be exclusive of the annual grant to the
mayor.

{2) That the couacil Le composed of two
conmitices instead of fuar, the mayor to be
chairman of that portion of the council s
prescnt represented by the finance committee
and wmarket, license aud health comumittee.
and that the council’s represcatative be chair-
man of the other half now represented by the
committee oun works aud firc, water and light
conimittee.

(3) The general superiotendent t9 Lo an ex-
officio memberof thacounciland all committees
of the same, but without vote in couacil, and
to ke deputy chairman of finance.

(4) It shell be the duty of the execative
and general superintsndent to lay oat the de-
tails of the paticy for the government of the
city acd submit thec sam2 to the couacil
through the committees for their approval anl
ratification.

{3) The council to be compised and clected
a3 a1 present with thesame autkority they aow
hold over all receipts ani expenditurcs.”

At the meeling of the Trade and labor
couacil 1t Toronto, it was decided not to cater
a protest agzalnst the wmanufacture of binder
twinc at the central prison, the members being
of opinion that it was not worth while, as it
would mot materially iantetfers with lonest
Jabor. They were of tho opinioa, hotwover,
that at least part of the mnoney carned by the
prisoncr 1o making this twinc should be devoted

1o the use of his family.



