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REVIEW.l

A DIGESTED INDEX TO THE REPORT-
El) CAsES iNx .LQWER CANADA, contain-
ed in the reportsof iPyke, Stuart, Revue
de Législation, Law Reports, Lower Can-ada Reports, Lower Canada J urist,
Stuart's Vice-Admiralty cases, and Can-
ada Appeals brought down te January,
1864'; to which is added an appendix,
comprising iPerrault's Précédents de la
1Prévosté et du Conseil Supérieur, with
Tables of Reference, Names of Cases,
and a Concordance,-also, Numerous
Notes, and References, including several
important cases flot yet reported, by T.
K. RAMSAY, Esq., advocate, QuEBEc.
Printed by George E. Desharats, 1865.

We haveý here a work which may serve
as a corner stone of legal literature in
Lower Canada-a work not inferior in its
kind to anything issued from, the Arnerican
or British Press, and which affords satis-
factory evidence that the science of jur-
isprudence is not in a languishing state
amongst us. Dr. Johnson, with that
gloomy delight in viewing the dark side
of the picture peculiar to hlm, says the
writer of dictionaries bas been Ilconsid-
Ilered not the pupil but the slave of
siscience, the pioneer of literature,
didoomed only to remove rubbish and
"clear obstructions from. the path
"through which learning and genius

"ipress forward to conquest and glory,
Ilwithout bestowing a smile on the
"4humble drudge that facilitates their
diprogress." But Johnson himself is an
examîple that genlus and induetry often
go hand lu baud, and that the greatest re-
suits may be looked for when the two
are conjoined.

The design of Mr. Ramsay's workwill
be best understood by reading the pre-
face wbich we give entire :
siI hold every man a debtor to his profession."

-BACON.
siRcporting is perhaps the most valuable

portion of legal literature ; but its useful-
ncss for ail ordinary purposes becomes li-
paired, if the reports are not carefully in-

dexed and arranged, fromn time to, time, as
their bulk increases. Five ycars ago our
reported cases hain swld nthtn
preceding, years frmfive to twenty-one
volumes, I began to prepare an index for
my owu use. Since then I have added the
contents of the later volumes, as they ap.
pcared, down to the end of 1863; and in
part liquidation of the debt claimed by the
great English Chancellor, I now offcr the
compilation thus made, to my brethrcn of
the legal profession, in thie hope that,
amidst the toil of practice, it may relieve
them. from the nccessity of many a wcary and
oftcn unsuccessful search.

Ilu publishing this Index, I am not bliud
to the many defects of its classification; but
after having re-arrangcd' it four times in
manuscript, and twice iu type, I feel persua-
ded that it is impossible, wlthin the limits
of one volume of a reasonable size aud cost,
so te, dispose the matter as not to give ample
room, for easy criticismn iu this respect.-
However, I have eudeavored as far as p os-
sible te obviate any incouveulence w1hich
may arise from imperfect classification by
addiug three tables-oue of refereuce, a se-
cond of the namnes of parties, and a third of
the principal words of the Index wherevcr
they occur. The last table, so far as I kuow,
is a novclty in works of this class, but I
think it will be found the most useful of the
tliree.

IlI have also, coudensed aud added in au
appendix: the cases decided lu tbe old Courts
of Prevosté and Conaci Supéreur reported
in the two small volumes published in 1824,
by thç late Mr. Perrault, one of the Clerks
aud Prothonotaries of the Court of Queeu's
Bench.* The judgments in many of thesc
cases will be fouud to contain very interest-
ing and valuable precedents, aud as such,
flot less binding uow, than they wcre under
the old régime. Indeed it is te be regretted
that, in determining the jurisprudence of the
couutry, receurse had net beeni oftener had
te the records of the older courts, and even
110W it may net be too late toencquire how
our predecessers practised and admiuistered
the law. Iu IEngland the Year Books have
neyer been despised, aud in France new
studious men are beginning te perceive that
wisdom. is net of auy one age, aud that nob
people eau with impunity ign'ore its history
and traditions. Are our oUim uuworthy of a.
thouglit

diI need hardly say that the Index com-
prises the cases lu Pykc'5 'Reports, Stuart's
Reports, Stuart's Vice-Admiralty Cases, La
Revue de Législation et de Jurisprudence,
the Law Reporter, the Lower Canada Rte-
ports, srncl t4e Lower Canada Jurist, I, ýv
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