CANADA TEMPERA

Prightening Childrén. i

Phere are few things more calculated to excite ajust indignnt‘ion,
than an attempt on the part of young persons to frighten little
¢hildren, or cach other.  In this way inpressions arc oftet made
on the plastic mind of youth, which remain through life, and
cause many on hour of anxioty and perhaps ugony. In this waya
species of cowardice is produced which cannot be overcome in
after years—aund the man who would be tho first to plant a stand-
ard on u hostile furt, or to board an cnemy fighting hand to hand,
has been known to turn pale with affright at the idea of passinga

tluighyard alone ih a dirk night—<or eVt entering a lonely and |

lofty garret, in tht dark, aftey the family have retired.  Marshal
Saxc, onc of the bravest men who cver commanded an army on
the emsbattled field, would never retire to rest until he had carefully
examined the closets to his chamber, and looked under his bed ¢

It is sometimes the case, however, that these sudden shocks of
fear, when young—adininistered not unfrequently by the unthink.
g, for the joke's sake—are attended with more scrious conse.
quences. We some time since saw mention made of & thild in
Virginia, who was frightened to death. The circumstances which
led to this melancholy catastrophe are not of unusual occurrence.
The child was playing witn its companions, and was told by them
1 sport, that 2 ragman was about to carry him off in his bag.
Alarmed with fea, the child ran into the house, when the object
of his terror, unfortunately, also conting into the house, he uttered a
shrick, and in!tant‘liy expired.

This is not the first or only instance of the futal constquenctis
of fright upon children, and even upon adults peculiarly suscepti.
ble of fear. We have given many cascs ot this kind in the Jour-
nal, and we think the subject nceds no further illustration.

Indeed, cases are known where youag persons have had their
minds entirely overthrown, and been doomed to lives of helpless
idiotcy, by the unprincipled follies of their acquaintances, who
have devised and cxecuted some crucl plan of making sport_of
their fcars. Such conduct has no apology. Those who are guilty
of it should bo held as accountable as the man who levels a deadly
weapon; and destroys the life of a fellow-creature. .

Terroris too often thc governing principle m familics, and
many a young and promising mind has been weakened and de-
pressed by the dread of some threatened danger. And yet the
attempt to excite the fears of a child is not unfrequently resorted
to hy parents as a salutary punishment! Bugbears arc created
to frighten the young innocents into obedience. Such a course
cannot be too severcly rebuked. It is unphilosophical, and in the
highest dcgrec barbarous in its nature, often entailing wretched.
ncss, in the shape of unneccssary fears, on the being whose cou-
rage and detcrmination should be fortificd and strengthened,
instead of being sapped and destroyed by the unnatural or
unthinking parent.—Asylum Journal.

Nursery Lessons,
‘ Where is Master Charles 1 said mama {o nurse, asshe came

into the house after taking a drive. I left him playing in the.

shrubbery a few minutcsago,” was herreply. * Tell himmamma
w;ants him Nurse went away immediatety in scarch of her
charge.

S(ﬁzcxe time clapsed, and no Charley appeared. Mamma did
not scnd for him agzin, as she was determined for this time to
leave him to himself, Charley had a habit of wating to finish
what he was doing whea his memma sent for him, and she reselv-
ed that he should for once suffer for it.

After some time Charlcy opened the door, and hastily inquired,
a5 if but then sent for, if mamma wanted him. ¢ Not now,” was
the reply. The emphatic * not now” arrested the attention of the
lively httlo boy, and he walked with measurcd steps towardsa
little table, where bis mamma was_sitting, looking all thc time
very carucstly in her face, to see if she was displeased with him.
A little box lying on the table soon caught his eyes, and he im-
mediately inquired what it was. “That s = box of soldiers,”
said his mamma, * that X bought for you when I was in town;
but, as you did not come to me when I sent for you, I shall lock
it up till I can find a little boy, who will come immediately to his
mamma when she sends for him.” Charley’s cyes filied with tears,
whiie, with a faltering voice, he said, ** ) amma, I only waited to
roll up the cord of my kite.” But the scntence was possed, and

Charley knew it wotld not be revoked. He jumped upon his

mamma’s lap, and hiding his little face, said, with many scbs.
« Mammz, shall try to come impediately when you sénd forme
again.? .
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). Have mothers anything to learn from this? Yes, truly; a-88:
"lemn and humiliating lesson.  How muny times, when the in.
ward teacher has called us to our closet, where a spiritual. tablo
was spread, a rich feast provided for us, have we replied, * When
I have finished what ¥ om doing ;"' and when that is disposed: of,
+ and another call is whiptred, some now occupation is presented
and that also completed. We then, perhaps, if nothing clse in-
tervenes, obey the oft-neglected call, and repair o our closets—
but the feast is removed, our High Priest has left the sacred cham.
- ber, which to us might have been, as it were, the holy of holies,
and we return again to our worldly cares and worldly occupations,
unblest—unfed.

Ob ! let the little Charley's determination be ours also. If wo
are the children of God, we arc led by the Spinit of God, and if
He calls us to the greatest of carthly privileges—even to hold
communion with the King of kings and Lord of lords—shall we
be slothful in obeying the invitation?

* Mamma, are you there 7 said my baby, as she started {rom
her sleep, aud looked anxiously rottnd the room.  “X am, love,”
was the reply ; and the little one laid her head calmly upon her
pillow, and was soon asleep again. 1 have frcqucntl%' observed
this, and it reminded me of thut beautiful text, * When I am
awake Fam stll with thee The watchful.growing Christian
should lay himself down to sleep and awake again, fecling that
the Lord sustains him, and cven in the silent hours of the night,
when he awakes to consciousness, he leoks to sce if the Kecper of
Isracl, who neither slumbereth nor slecpeth, is still with him, and
he then can continue to slumber, like the babe conscious of its
mothers presence, calinly and confidentially.

It has sometimes been causc of surprise to me that a text, which
ultimately proved most suitable to me under peculiar circumstan.
ces, has becn only partially repeated to my mind, and Ifrequently
had much searching before I could find the passage. A doubt has
arisen from thence, which has nearly deprived me of the comfort
it was calculated to convey—** If the Spint of God has bronght
this to your mind, why is it not all quoted ? Surely, the Spirit
knoweth all things 77

This difficully was removed by thoughts that arose.in my mind
lately while teaching my littio ones. On such occasions we assist
them, sometimes with a word, sometimes with a line, or more as
they require it.  In this way, may we not venture to say, * The
Spirit kelpetk our infirmities,” We are thue led to scarch the
Scripturcs whether those things are so, and-not to expect miracul -
cus teaching, independently of God’s revealed word.—A. Mortuxr.
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AGRICULTURE.

On the Ongin and Action of Humus.

It will be shown in the second part of this work, that all plants
and vegetable structures undergo two processes of decompositiori
after death.  One of these is named fermentation ; the other, pu-
trefaction, decay, or eremacausis.

It will likewisc be shown, that dceay is a slow process of .com.
bustion,—a process, therefore, in which the combustible parts.ofa
plant unite with the oxygen of the atmosphese. .0

The decay of woody fibre (the principlc constituent of ail
plants) is accompanied by a phenomenon ofa peculiarkind.  This
substance, in contact with air or oxygen gas, converts tho laticr
into an cqual volume of carbonic acid, and ils decay ccases upon
the disappearance of the oxyge.  If the carbonic acid is remov-
cd, and oxygen replaced, its decay recommences, that is, it again
converts oxygen into carbonic acid.  Woody fibrc consists of cars
bon und the clements of water; und if we judge only from. tho
products formed during its decomposition, and from those formed
by purc charcoal, burned at a high temperature, we might con.
clude that the causes were the same in both : the dccay of woody
fibre procecds, therefore, as if no hydrogen or oxygen entered into
its composition.”

A very long time is required for the completion of this -process
of combustion, and the presence of water is necassary for its :main-
teziance : atkalies promote it, but acids retard it; all antiseptic
substances, such ag sulphurcus acid, the mercurial salts, empyreu. .
matic oils, &c., causc its complete cessation. |

Woody fibre in a state of decay is the substance called Aumus.

"Tho property of woody fibre to convert surrounding oxygen g8
imlo earbonic acid diminishes in proportion as its deesy. advances,
and at last a ceran quantity,of a brown coaly-locking substente




