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gently : but qiecly opened the pane, and endea-
voured to seize hier. But as snon as the remo-
val of the glass affordcd room (while shut it
wus almast in contacit with her baclc) and, be-
fore we could accomplish our purpose, they
threw their bodies upon her to the numnber af
nt least a hundred, and îarmed a cone over hier
of such magnitude, that she could. fot be less
than twvo inches distant fram any par'. of the
surface. Wo dispersed the minss wvith our fin-
gar, and gat hold of lier preciaus persan, and
kept looking nt her for some minutes, before
we rcstored the captive ta ber- alarmed defend-
ers. [t is remarkable that this violence wvas
rLot resented by themn; though they coursed
over aur hands in scores, wvhile wc kept hald of
their rnistress, not ane individual used its sting.
The alI-engrossing abject wvas the queen.

ilThe mutual aversion of qucens is a strik-
ing feature in the natural bistory of this iniseet.
Their mutiîal cnmity mnay be said to be an ini-
bora disposition with tbcm ; fnr no sooner has
the first of the race in a hive about ta throw aff
a second swarm, escaped from lier cradle, than
she hurries away in search of bier rivais, and
èXerts berself7 vith the utmast cagrerness ta de-
itroy-them.

The workers, ta the number of 10,000, f20-
000, and even 80,000, canstitute the great mass
of the population, and on them devolve the
wbnle labours ar the establishment. Theirs is
the office ai seurcbingr for, and eollccting the
prociaus fluid, wvbici. not only fîîrnishcs their
daily food, as wvel[ as that of their Young, and
the surplus ai which is laid up, for winter stores,
but alsa the materials frorn wvhich lhey cictract
their beautiful comfbs. In the little basket-sha-
ped cavity of their hind legs, they bring home
the pollen or ferinaceous dust of flowers kncad-
ed by the.help, or the marning dewv into tiny
balîs, which forins an important ingrredient in
the nourishment of the broad ; and also the
propolis or adhesive gurn, cxtracted tram %vil-
lo"ws, '&c., with which thcy atto.cl their combs
ta the upper paxt and sides ai the bive, and stop

every crevice that might admit the winterle
cold.

"The natural termn af the workcr's existence
does flot extend, wve think, bevond six or ci ght
months. lt is the opinion oU jDr. J3rcvan, ta
ail the bees brought inta existence ut the quccn*s
great ]aying in spring, die before winter. But
many neyer reach that pcriod. Shotvdrs af
ramn, violent blasts ai wind, sudden changes ai
atmosphere, destroy them in litindreds. In the
ciear cald rnornings and evcnings af autumn,
thoir cagertîcas for ioragting entices tbcm abroad
early and late ; wvhen, alighting on the ground,
inany are cbdlled and qtiicktly pcrish. And,
shiould they escape the blighting atmospbere ut
the close oi autumn, a briglit sunshine ia a
winter day, wvhen the ground perbape is caver-
cd with sniow, brings themn abroad in multi-
tudes, aiid the hali oi thcm neyer return."

Many anecdotes might be given, illustrative
afube peculiar Eagacity of the bec. The fol-
lawving may serve ta shcw that something ai
this is ta be found in a reptile wbieh bas neyer
been niotcd for the possession ai mach instinct.
"eA resident ai Puckingrton," says an Englieli
paper, "1near lminster, hearing that bis becs
wcrc marc than commonly naisy and' vcry busy,
wvatched their proccedings, wlicn lic discovcred
tinat they wvere actively cngagcd in killing the
drones and throwving thcm iromn the bive. His
attention wvas presently'directed ta a stili mare
cxtraordinary tact, for undcrneath the saool on
wvh;ch the hive restcd, he observcd a largre toad
eagerly dcvauriag the drones as fast as they fell
ta the ground ; but wvbcn two camne together,
the toad placed bis paw upon anc oi themn until
he liad eaten the other ; and -WhJîn any length
oi time elapsed befare anc fell ta the grd"Und,
bu wvould apparcntly bearkcn and look upwards,
in eager anticipation oa further supp]y."'
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John Ershine was the son ai the celebrated
John Erskiiîe ai Carnock, Proiessor ai Scots
Law fa the-University of Edinburgh, and aitbor
of the Institutes'of Scots Law, a work ai great
learning and high authority.with the gentlemen
ai the legal profession. By Lis rnothcr's sida,
he was connected with the family ai Mclvill,
who, ut au early period, espaused the cause ai

Presbytery ia Scotlane.,-and, as ail the chris-
tian world knaws, by the gaod hand ai the
Lord, Episcopacy icîl before it, and thc friends
ai Prcsbytery, from. bcing a persecuted people,
came ta honour. The fourth Lord Melvill,
grandiather ta Mfrs. Erskine, held a disinguish-
cd office under the goverfiment ai King Wil-
liam, in 1690. Dr. Erahine wvas barn inii 7eû


