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Reducing Incendiary
Fire Losses

Necessity for Revision of Laws
Respecting Arson

At the last annual meeting of
the Dominion Association of Fire
Chiefs, held at Windsor, in August
1916, the Committee on Fire |
vention took up the question of re
ducing and

imcendiary v losses
among other recommenda
that the Dominion Govern
ment should adopt laws permitting
# moderation of the proof required
to estublish ineendiarism.  The
port of the Committee in this con

neetion reads, in part, as follows

Under present status, a man
can be hanged for murder on
purely eirenmstantial evidenee
and yet, in case of arson, the
eriminal must either have heen
seen setting fi
guilt to be condemned.  Every
sear in New York people a m
vieted of arson on cireumstantial
evidence and condemned to long

confess his

terms in penitentiary, to 20
yeurs' imprisonment in  some
cases,  And yet, here in Canada

fire fiends escape with very little
difficulty or arve given light sen
tences,  No wonder, then, that
we have so many fires and we are
worally convivieed that large per
centage of the fires in this coun-
try are eviminally set.  In the
course of their investigations,
the Fire Commissioners of Mont
veal noticed that in fully one
half of the cases the amount of
insurance earrvied enormously ex
ceeded the value of the property
insured. Therefore nobody ought
to be astonished that so many
fires have a eriminal origin
“Lack of individual responsi
hility for loss by fire is the key
note of the problem.  Tn Franc
a man who has a fire
is considered a publie offehder
e for any
damage or injury caused hy his
negligence

for instane

is responsible loss,

own carelessness
He is responsible for a fire on his
premises unless he can prove that
the fire was eaused hy something
heyond his control, by some fault
in building, or that the fire was
neighbouring
a number

communicated by
building.  If the
of tenants, all are alike respons
ible unless they ean prove that
the fire caught in the apartment
ocenupied by them, in
which case he alone is respons
ible, or unless of them
prove that the fire did not begin
int their apartment, in which ease
they » not vesponsible, It is
therefore obvious that the people
of these countries take due pre
caution to avoid fire, Of course
the buildings of old Europe are
so constructed that fire seldom
spreads beyond the place in
which it originates. The indi-
vidual liability, though sufficient
to constitute a lasting lesson,

one  of

some

CONSERVATION,

Th
be applied in
st as  long  as
building regulations are not im

not heavy in most cases.
laws

"

could not

America, at

proved because the individual
responsibility would he  too
great. "’

Do not allow Christimas trees to
remain in buildings after the holi
days.  The tree itself ignites read
ily when the needles are dry. Num
erous fires oceur in January from

this cause

DECEMBER, 1916

Municipal
Fire Survey

Knowledge of Conditions Help-
ful in Fire Fighting

Many fire chiefs have instituted
municipal surveys so that those re
spousible for fire protection of our
towns and cities may be hetter fit
ted to cope with any outhreaks of
fire. Exeellent results have been

Cut 19 A Daxceno

Ashes depositod against a w

Care With Ashes

Many Fires Caused Iv{ Storing them
in Unsafe Places

During the winter months the dis

posal of ashes from stoves and fur

naces demands attention.  Though

many fires are caused by the dis

position of hot ashes against frame

buildings, wooden fences, ete., the
practice is still continued

Too much eare cannot he given
to the disy of ashes.  Either
metal containers should he used or

the ashes should be placed at a safe

anything

distance  from combus
tible
The

how ashes are

illustration herewith
stored in th

serhool I"
is u high close-bonrd structure, and

shows

of a large city fene

the playgrounds are surrounded by
may buildings. Within a
few feet of this ash-pile is an apart

ment block with wooden haleonies
Apart from the dangerous practice
itself constitutes a
very had example to the hund

this instanee
rds

of scholars attending the sehool

TAX ON MATCHES
On Sept
0.406 cont
of
Austrian empire.

Dr. Frank D. Adams, at the last
annual meeting of the Conservation
Commission, stated that, at a meet-
ing in Montreal which he was ad-
dressing, a lady made a very
rational suggestion; she said that
she had lived in Franee, and one
reuson for the rarity fires there
was that people were more eareful
with matches because the heavy tax

19, a tax of two hellers
was imposed on cach

hox matehes sold  within the

jon them gave them a distinet value, |is that each captain is more fami- ‘rnmlm! fire.

s Pracrics
ooden fence in a school yard
of

seeured, from the standpoint

| hoth the public and the fire depart
ments.  The inspeetions  revealed
many  dangerous fi eonditions,

which the lay mind had passed un

The majority of eases re
1 only that the attention of
the owner or occupant of the build
ing be ecalled to the unnecessary
risk to secure its removal

Fire Chief Jumes Smart, of Cal
gary, has reeently undertaken a fire
survey of that city, and apparently
with great suceess, as is shown hy
his e 1 of Chief
Nmart says

Progress

The survey of fire conditions in

Calgary is about completed and 1
have every reason to feel that much

has been aecomplished in reducing
the fire hazard
“Our

to have every building and prem

nethod of procedure was
ises inspeeted by the captain of the
covering the distriet

Iustruetions were given to note spe

cinl information that might
helpful in preventing or putting
out fire, to note eonditions of ehim

fire station

he

neys and pipes, method of heating,
fuel used, disposal of ashes and es.

pecially  acenmulation of inflam-
mable rubbish in  basements or
vards. In addition, of course, the

names of owner and oceupant and
short deseription of each building
with its street and number.

** As the survey proceeded notices
were sent to premises where con-
ditions were reported dangerous,
and where the captain had pointed
out the required remedy. 1 am
glad to say that in e instance
8o far the eitizens have heartily co-
operated in the work.

‘“‘An added value of the survey

Importance of
Water Powers

Application to Industry Covers
a Continuously Widen-
ing Field

The rapid development in the
uses of hydro-cleetrie energy elear
Iy indicates that, in the immediate
future, the industrial progress of
Canada will involve and depend
largely upon the utilization of our
hydraulic resources.  The many
points of superiority which elee
tricity has as a source of heat are
not always properly appreciated
With the possible exeeption of its
higher cost, eleetrieity has advan
tages over all known fuels

lee

tric energy may be transformed
direetly into heat energy at one
hundred per cent efficieney Its

use presents no such diffienlt pro-
blems us ave inherent in the utiliza.
tion of fuel, It does not vitiate the
atmosphere. It is elean, safe and
sanitary. Greater quantities and
more intense heat ean be produced
in a given space eleetrically than
by any other means. It produces
heat direetly where it is to he ap-
plied. 1t can be measured and e
trolled, both as to temperature and
quantity, more readily than ean
any other form of heat energy

The eleetrie furnace is now heing
used in numerous and varied in
dustrial processes  Its application
has made it possible to manufacture
substunces  that would otherwise
not available for commercial
purposes, if combustion methods
were the sole means of production
Sueh well known substances as car-
borundum, aluminum, and ealeium
carbide can only he manufactured
in the eleetric furnace  As the rap
idly depleting natural nitrate de
posits hecome exhausted, inereasing
supplies of nitrogen for soil for

tilization will be drawn from the
air by means of the eleetrie fur
naee

In addition to the processes men
tioned, many special applications
of the eleetrie furnace -
tieal These inelud
duetion of ferro-alloys, melting and
refining of steel and in many elee
tro-chemical industries

Hse

While not so apparent as in the
case of the special processes using
rge quantities of eleetrie energy,
the use of eleetrie heat also plays
an important part in the manufae-
ture of many other produets and
some 35 or 40 industries could be
enumerated where it has becon
tensively used in such applicat
as electrie welding, melting tanks,
soldering  deviees, tempering
haths, annealing furnaces, and var-
ious types of self-heated tools.—
LG.D.

liar with the lay out of the premises
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