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word of objectioni or opposition, yet whispers we heard, and a few bold
individuals broko throiugh tho restraints whichi superstition hiad erected,
'tîld txxpressud theinselvos iiingu whichi could not; be îni8lalcn, as to
the evils whichi prevailed.

About the beginniing of the six.teenth century the noble Patrick Hamil-
ton was borni. Hie was the first that wvas honoured, in these times, to
proclaimi the- doctrines of the Reformation to Ilis countrynien. Having

ipreviously gone to the continent to prosecute his studies, he became
acquainted with Luthier and Malzticthon, who %cre highly pleased withli hs
knowledgo and zeal ,and thought lie miiglit be of great service in promoting
continental reforniation. Buit aithougli good prospects presented, thcm-
selves to hiin NN hu abroad, lie was seized with a desire to ho useful at home,
ini checking the progress of error, -in detecting and exposiing prevailing
superstitions, -and in proclaiming the pure gospel of salvation. fie there.-
fore returned to Seo4land, notwvithistanding the remonstrances of his friends

abrad wo vane li.n of the danger of re-vçisiting his country at this
time, wihen both the civil and ecclesiastical eauthorities were madly opposed,
to the doctrines of the Reforination. He, hlowever, went and laid himself
uut to propagao,.,te the great trutis, of christiaunity wherever lie lad ail
opportu]uity. TIhis excited the rage of his eneinies, ; and tIhe IPbpish clergy
very speedily plannled and accomplisled his ruin. In 152à, lie was coin-
miitted te the flamies, iii the 24th year of Iiis age. Like Steplien, lie was
honoured to ho the first, who in this age, died iii the IRedeemaer's cause
among his counitrymen. But the blood of this imaityT wvas the seed of the
Churdliin Scotland. lHiiscruel, death was the mens of increasing -nquiry,
and. s ailg ligît. Such questiois as these were naýturaly a.sked, -What
wvas lis offence 1 Whiat views did lie entertLain? 'How could such an amiable
and accomiplished noblemuna deserve sudh treatinent ? To these enquiries
satisfactory answers could xnot be given ; and the resuit wvas the embracing
of thie reformed doctrines by many of rank aiid influence ; and that ini the
course of a generation the whole systeni of iPopish superstition was over-
thrownl; for the impression produced by the martyrdoi of this excellent
youth, so mmclh beloved by ail wvho knew him, were most salutary. There
were persons cf ail ranks, whlo, believed that lie died in the cause of truth.
and who becaine more persuaded tînt the popish doctrines lad no founda-
tion in the Word of God. lIt miglit now bc said that 1 many rail to and
fro, and that knowledge was increased."

Aniother cauise whicli advanced the iReformation in Scotland was the
circulation of tIe Scripttires iiu the Englisli language. For by this time
Tindal. liad translated the whole of the New Testament, and a considerable
portion of thc Old ; and these, wvith some of the numerous religions writings
of this learned and disting,_,niished inivdulvere sent froni. the Continent,
wliere he lived, and were cirenlated, uiot only in England, lis own country,
but in Scotland, -being imported by Chriistian mnerdhants; -vho traded in
the ports of Loith, Dundee, and Montrose. Thlese were procured by many,
and read iii private withi avidity ; and those whvlo possessed them secretly
collected their friends, .and inistruicted theni iii tIc WVord of G od. By tis
mns one copy of the Seriptures served to enlighten many families.
Conviction t1ins increased i id spreud iii ail directions as to the impostures
of 0 opery and the iiecessity of Reformnation.

Anothc(r inifluence whvliel tendcd to expose, and to lead to the overthrow
of the Popishi religion, wvas thc satirical writixngs of poets. Not only oni
the Continient but in a greater degrce in Scotlaud, did the poetical effusions
whidli were puhlislied expose the corruptions and absurditi es of Romanisai.


