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Phonography was invented in the year
1837, by Isaso Pitmauy, of Bath, England.
P'rior to that timo many systems of short-
hand hiad been juvented, some quito ingen-
ious, but all more or less defvetive nnfl
impracticable. 'Their signs wero all arbi-
trary and cumbrous, and not ono stonogea-
pher in n thowsand could take o verbalim
report of even & moderate speaker.  Oc-
caxionally, one who possessed o remarka.
bly tenacious memory and wondrous facil-
ity in wiclding the pen, could obtain a
tolerably accurato report of n epeech ;
but it was very scldom indeed. 1t was
only when tho rystem of Mr. Pitman was
introduced that there  was anything liko
accurnoy and relinbility attained.” 1lis
systom of short-hand was based upon n
phonctic ropresentation of the sounds of
the language, the characters being light.
aud heavy dots and ticks for the vowel,
and  tho simplest geometrieal lines,
straight and curved; and- of convonient.
bugth, for the consonnutal, sounds—.
Theso formed the basisof tho new svetem,
which was publighed under tha title of
“Stenographio  Sound-Ilaud,” -the smune.
year of its inveption, in o small 18mo vol-
umo of 12 pages. Phonography, liks all
igngvations, was for a long time received
with doubt and hesitation, aud its fow ad-
herants mot with but littlo sucecss in its
yromulgation. Stenographers still clung
t0 their uncouth and  illegiblo hiorogly-
Bhics, and ignored the simplicity and legi-

ility of the now art. Luckily, for the
benefit of tho human race, Mr. Piunan,
and his brothors (who were caxly initinted”
into its details) werg made of the right
kind of materinl, und'the first compara-
tively imperfect attempls wero soon im-
proved, aud groat industry and patienco
manifosted in tho dirsemination of its prin-
ciples. Ono edition followed another,
cach an improvement upon the preceding,
and convorts woro hero and thero made—
Its entire practicability, its simplicity, and
its philosophic principles, which™ wero
urged by ils inventor and his assistants,
afler a while bogan to gain for it that
place in the public estimation which it de-
scrved. For tho first timo in tho torld’s
bijstory, by its aid, full and completo ver-
batim reports wore published of tho pro-
cgedings and dobates of Parlinments, and
of arations, sermony, etc.  From 1837 up
to 1853, Tsaac Pitman had published nine
editions of the art, and is still working
a9 hard as ever to improve it, but at pros.
ent under somo disadvantagzos.

Phonography was not fong in making
its appearauce iu this country, though its
friends wero extremely fow, aud it has
heen only within the last cight years that
its importance has been in any way exten.
sively known. In 1847, Ardrows & Boyle
published a emall work, ealled * The
t'omplete Phonographic Class-Book,” and:
Prof. Booth of Philadephis, issued tho
Phonographic Instructor,” in 1851 ; % The
Amorican Manual of Phonography,? b
FElias Longloy, appeared in 185V'ai20, an
4o following year “ The Phonographic

beforo us, published “Tho Roporter's
Companion,” and Bonn. Pitman,, the suno
yearjissuod the ¢ Manualof Phonograply.’
Each of theso possasscdisaine morit, and
at the time of theit publication clicitodt
somo attention. The most succeasful-work
was Mr. Pitmaw’s., This gentloman, a
brother of Isanc Pitman, has boon o rosi.
dent of this country for.sevoral {onra, and
has publishedivariousphonographic works,
among which we gy montion “The Re-

orter’s Companion,’ “llistory of Short-

iand,” “ Tho Manners Book,” “The Teach-
eny” « Book of Pralmy” cie. Somo of
these havacbeon published ng Books of in-
struction or text-books for studants, while.
others have been compiled for the perusal
of those acqunintad with tho phonographic
characters, All tho works of Mr. Litman
have beon exocuted in supurior style, and
Ivo beon raceived with, favor. . Mo him.
self hasdavoted-nll hig tiino to tho-dissem-
iuntion of thoartin which heissugh o pro-
ficient, and has done much toward estab-
lishing the prosent position of Phonogra-
phy in tho Uhnited States.

Tho work now beforo us, "l‘ho Hand-
Book., of Standard I,’,honog'mp \y) by Mr,
Grahain, of this ecity, is the largest and
most extonsive singlo work ou Phonogra-
phy yet published. Wo notice many
changes from tho hercloforo cstablished
t:f'stom, and samo additions, all of which

o author claims as improvements, In
ordor to make it a standard work, the au-
thor elaims : 1. That it is capablo of rop-
resenting with.accuracy tho English Jan-
guage, nud of the priacipal langunges

woted by Fnglish wrters and speakers.
. "That it sceures speed of writing, with
ample legibility, 80 as 10 ‘answer all tho
purposes for which long-hand is employed.
3. That it sccured “for roporting pur-
Foscs, amplo speed of writing, without jl-
cgibility. 4. That order and simplicity
aro ohserved in overy dopartment. And
ho claiins further, that-overy other system
of short-haud falls considorably short of
these requisites to a standard work, and
still further, that the professionnl roporter
can writo 30 to 50 per cent. faster by using
his system than any other. Ife hns also
cndeavored to present the Phenographio
art in a “.scientific form and manner, with.
a fullnees yot conciseness of cxplanation,
and a completences of illustration,” that
will insure its introduction into schools,
and place it upon an equal fooling with
ather arts and sciences, which are now
branches of education.”

Thg work, as stated in the title, is divided
into five parts. Tho first of theso g an
intreduction to tho study of Phonography,
is a ¢ description of the principal sounds.
of the language, aceorapanied by excrcises
designed to educate tho vocal organs to

&)

the accurate and facile, and thercfore ole- ..

gant, formation of the components of
speech.”  Tho second division, devoted to
an exposition of tho principles of phonos
writing, is arrenged in. o serics of
rogressive sections, with questions at the
oltom of each page, and embraces the
whole art, from the simplo d~te, ticks, and,
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t, upta tho abbrevidlions,
contractions, otc, which are uscd in the
briefost and most rapid roporting stylo.

Tho author has given us, also, quito an
ostended list of reporting signwords and
contractions, many of which, aro naw,
;vhilo others aro tho samo as used horoto-.
oro.

FONOGRAFERZ, RET—qr iz no
sort ov mater kan be given in a fonotik

. paper hwiq iz mor iutercstip tu de redorz;

dqrof jenorali dunintelijens from diforont
parts ov (e kuntri az tu hy de koz ov
fonetik reform prosperz.  Jr redorz, ska-
terd drwst de land az du.ar, havabundant

menz ov furnifip sug informafun. Fon-
ograferz, RIT!
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STANDARD PIHONOGRAPHY.”-

This book, d complete Encyelopedia of Phonngras
phy, but recently published, has been highly recosne
meuded by the following-mentioned journals ¢

Tho New York Evening Posty "t
The Knickerbocker Maguziue,
Tho Now Yotk Dafly Nows,
‘The Canadian Phonetie Pionocr.
‘The St. Louis Repuliican,
‘Tho New York Lispateh,

#.The Baston Atlas ayd Dily Bee.
‘The Stienufic Ametican.
‘The New Yor Spurtual Telegraph,
The Now York Christian Intelfigencer.
Tho Mehodist Qunrlerlﬁ Hﬁvicw, cdited by Prof.

. D, Wheedon,

The Democratic Age.

‘The New York Atlaa,

Thoe Freeman's Journal,

The New,York Century.

‘The Dosion Zwon's Herald,,

The New.York ‘Tablcy, *

‘Tha Now York Day-Book.
“The Poughkeepsio Gazelle..

T.é Home Journal.

1he New York Sunday Courier.

The New York Leader,

‘The Ilrother Jonathan,

‘The Christian Advocato and Journal,
‘The New York Constellation.

‘The United States Journal,

The National Standard, New Jensey,
Tial{’s Jouninl o(llcnll}x.
Moure’s-Literaty Locomoltives.

And by the following-mentioned and many other
h hers, whoso competency tojudge is beyond
1

Mr. N, Ethell,
Mr. Wilbue B, Whitney,
{l::v Crl:tl.tl;i\!l.n};o\;qll.

te, ML.Plo Saq.
W, T. Harris, Eeq, St
Iamee 3 Rirkpateick, T:
ames A, Kirkpatrick, 0
Prof. . F, C U -

all question.
Mr. Cbas, 3, Collar,
Alr. Al J. Marsh,
Mr. Felix G Fomaine.
e, W, Anderson,,
Me. T, 3. Elinwood..
Mr. Pinlay Anderson.
Mr, IleuV B Browa,
Mr. M. W, Yertlngton. . Comfort.
M:. Chas, Segar. Rev. Aaron Rittenhouse.
It 1s mecting with & sale unprecedented in the hise
tory of Phonographic wotks, The first edition is al-
ready old, and a new one is now published,
For sa)o &t the Office of the ¢ Piomctic Pioneer.?

Price. In fine muslin binding, poct-paid $1,60. With
&t side-titlo and marbled cdges, 81,75
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