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CHRISTMAS EVE.

A CAROL.

Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy
that shall be to all people.—Luke ii,, 10.

From Heaven above the earth T come,
To bear good news to every home :
Glad tidings of great joy 1 lmng,
Whercof I now will say and sing :

To you this night is born a child
Of Mary, chosen mother mild ;
This little child, of lowly birth,
Shall be the joy of all your earth.

'Tis Christ our God, who far on high
Hath heard your sad and bitter cry;
Himself will your Salvation be,

Himself from sin will make you free.

He brings these blessings, long ago
I repared by God for all below s
Henceforth His kingdom open stands
To you as to the angel bands.

These are the tokens ye shall mark,

The swaddling clothes and manger dark;
There shall ye find the young chuld laid

By whom the heavens and carth were made.

Now et us all with gl. 1some cheer
Follow the shepherds and draw near,
To see this wandrous gift of God,
‘Who hath Iis only son bestowed.

Give heed, my heart, 1ift up thiok® eyes!
Who is it in your manger lies?

Who is this child, so young and fair?
The blessed Christ-child licth there.

Welcome to earth, Thou noble guest,
Througl whom « en wiched men are Llest!
Thou com’st to share our misery,

What can we render, Lord, to theel

Ah, Lord, who hast created all,

How hast Thou made Thee weah and small,
That Thon must civose Thy infant bed
‘Where ass and ox but lately fed!

Were carth a thousand times as fair,
Reset with gold and jewels rare,
She yet were far too poar to be

A narrow cradle, Lord, for Thee.

For velvets soft and silken stuff

Thou ha t but hay and straw so rough,
Whercon Thou, King, so rich and great,
As ‘twere Thy heaven, art throned in state.

Thus hatb it pleased Thee to make plain
The truth to us poor fools and vain,

That this world s honor, wealth and might
Arc naught and worthless in Thy sight.

Ab, dearest Jesus, Holy Child,
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled
Within my heart, that it may be
A quict chamber Kept for Thce.

My heart for very joy doth leap,

My lips no more can silence keep 3

I, too, must sing with joyful oaguc
That sweetest ancicnt cradle song—

Glory to God in highest Heaven,

Who unto man HisSon hath given!

Whils angels siug with pious mirth

A glad New Year to ail the carth.
LuTuzn.

Tritten for his little son Hans, 1540.
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MY COMFORT.

When sorrow bends

Over my heart, obscuring the bright sun
Of gladness, and God sends

Henvy afilictions, one by one,

I think of One who, all alone,

Bore suffering here without & groan:
And I am comforted.

Death passes by,

And bears away from me ia his cold arm
Some flowers to the sky,

Far from the reach of pain and harm.

I know that without spot or stain

In that bright Iand we'll meet again :
And I am comforted.

There reigneth here

Sorrow and fear, darkness and doubt and sin;
And sometimes, when [ fear

That to God's kingdom I'll ne'er enter in,

I lay my head cn Jesus' breast,

And there my weary sout finds rest:
And I am comforted. A. L. Hatavuy.

Tue Jews.—At this peculiar crisis it may
not be unintcrcstiug to publish that the Jewish
nation, dispersed in almost every part of the
globe, without forming anywhere an indepen-
dent nation, amounts to 4,658,000 individuals,
not comprising 30,000 Snmanmns, and 12,000

Ishmaclites, which would make a total of

4,690,000 perrons. The total number of Jews
in Luropc is 2,451,179, making the 110th part
of thewhole popul'mou of Enrope at last census.
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JUST PUBLISIED,

ONGS OF PRAISE, a sclectioni of Hymns
for Sabbath Schools and Familics, pre-
pared by the Montreal Sabbath School Associas
tion of the Presbyterian Church of Canada in
conncction with the Church of Scotland.

Price, 2d. per single copy, or 1s. 6d. per
dozen, which includes postage to any part of
Canada.

ALSO,

A SCHEME OF LESSONS for 1859, based
upon the Edinburgh Te: wchers' Notes, prepnrcd
by the same Association for the use of Sabbath
Schools.

Price, 14. per copy, or 10d. per dozen, which
includes postage to any part of Canada.

JOHN LOVELL,

Montreal, Jau., 1859. Publisher.

CHEAP FAMILY NEWSPAPER.

HE “ MONTREAL WITNESS,” a Family

and Commerainl Paper of Eight Pages, s

published Twice-A-WEER, for Two Dortars per
annum,—payable strictly in advance.

A \WEERLY Epitiox is published on the fol-
lowing terms :—4 Copices, addressed separately,
for Six Dotrans per annum. 20 Gopics, to ono
address, TwrxTy Dornars per annum.

All communications to be addressed, post-

paid, to
JONN DOUGALL,
Witness Office,
Montreal.

December, 185S.

TIIE PRESBYTERIAN
Is printed for the proprictors by John Lovell,
St. Nicholas Street, Montreal.
All letters must be addressed, pre-paid, to
the Editors of The Presbyterian, Montreal.




