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proprictors of the Chateau without any' regaid- to
his spd condilion, told him ono day thu! they had

hired anothet gatdener, and that in three months|,

he should leave the little cottage which he "ocen
pied. They allowed him however a small trifle
weekly and promised to supply him with wdod
and meal.

This new cabaaity which periled the very cx-
tunce of the yeang uple, drew tears from Wil-
Ham's €yeoe  Sopiny tiied to comfort him, and told
him that this t:ial should nat make him despajr.
¢ But how are.we to live and support qur children 2’
gaid he. i i Y .

i havo a acheme in wy head, said Sophy,,.and
if we ean accomphish it, I think it would serve us
Asthere-is no huxter’s shop in tho, village, we
ought to open one in my opinion;; and-if tha Lord-
should be pleascd to bless our indusiry;nve tight
succeed. What do you think? ‘ .

[ thiak very well of if it, said. William. My
arm wont prevent me from atténding ‘the -shop
and you will still be able to earn something:by
your work ; meanwhile our bhildfen will ‘be]
growing up, and will 'bd able to'give us some
help.. ~ | P L
: 'I,}‘)hus'by mutual azreemtht they' -addpted aj
means of caruing an honest livelihood. " An op:
porfunity soon presented itself  of ~making a
cheap purehase of a house in’the village.. Wil-
Jiam und Sophy went to sge it, and. resolved to
buy.t. The lionsn “saited them very well being
situatpd.ip the centre of the village, . but it re:
quited extensive repaits.  William’s sickness had
consumned their liitle savings,-and they. bad. .very.
little left for the wnecessary, expences, ,In.tlis
dilerama,.Sophy applied. to the;banker_ .in wwhese,
hands were left. the two thousand crowns. that
Madam de- Linden had bequeathed, her; but, he
refused to ‘pay, alleging that- by .the: captract
between him and-the heirs, heawas:nat bound.: to,
do.so before anothee year. +tor w v u. [ foo o

This reiusal greatly embarrased Willizm and So-
phy, and they were on the point of abandaning
their project when a rich fafmer In the neighbour-
hood, understanding that they'Yveré to éotne .in ‘for
two.thpusand erowns in a year, advangel] thént the
sum .necessary for the purchase and repair of the
house, and for laying in some aiticles, fqt_sgic, It
was agreed on that they should'pay fp'(tp, with inteq
rest iix a-year. .. e et} ’ A )

Thus all difficulties were removed, the house.was
purchased and repaired, and they and theirgphildmt}
took.possession.  ‘T'he shop was:{urpished with.good
wares, ond was frequented- by the wllagars, Tue
mudérate price of their.goods, the perfect hogesty
‘of William and his wife, the-atiention, which they
paid to every one, atfracted.even the ,custom, of the
peighboaring. sillages, and, henes, éh?b:&?g@rzxﬁgg

..

thirive apade: They every doy returned thanks to
the Lord for the blessings he bestowed them.

. But'their life was to bo crossed by new trials, so
truc- it is that happiness i3 nut cunstaut here below,
antl -that suftérings always folluw the bricf enjoy-
inents that ark tusted here. Bvery thing secmed to
smile ou our excellent couple, when a” rumour was
siddenly spread that the bunker 1n whose hands was
Sophy's legacy had' suspended puyments, and was
on the puint of becoming a Lanktupt. In order to
know the truth Willicm travelledito the town where
their debtor lived and returned with the sad assu-
rance {hat their moncy was in dunger. In fact, o
few-days after; the banker failed, and s effects
were séaled' by order of the nuthorities.

e mydy judge of thé emburrassment of Willinn
and' his wife-! - “Fhe day wag nigh, when reckoning
ou ‘the two thousand crowns which Madnin de
Lindén had left Sophy, they had engaged to pay

1the tarmer the sum which he had advanced. But

avliere were they to get the tmoney ?  With the very
greatést'cconnmy it-would have been impossible for
them- to “have realized profits sufficient to pay so
htavy a-sum as:this. Morcover they eere always
afiXious to pay at biicefor the gouds that were sent
to them, in ordér 'to’ sustain their credit. They
theréfore-did ‘not know ‘by what means they shoutd
be able to discharge theirdebt.

‘Sopifiy- went tothe farmer, and with tears in her
eyes explained to him the melancholy sitvation in
whith they were placed by the failure of the bank-

yler. ‘She besought him to take compassion on them,

and to graiit them time to pay oft the debt. She
cven went forther ; she'promised not o delay the
payihetit ‘more than was necessaty-—even 1o give
bim her weekly receipts, in the hope that thus by
degrees she would be endbled to clear off’ the delt.
Heét réquest was aéconipanied by as many marks of
sificéfity"dand? honesty as - would’ have moved the
hardest'henrt; but she' could ebtain no indulgence.
“The” fakmer, like the s'ei"vagit' ‘mentioned i the
Gospel, khdi riothing: of the'ptecept of doving' our
neighbour. He wudglad to-séiVé‘oneas lony'ns he
had any thing to gain by ‘it, bat ‘his ‘barren - pity
extéhded Mo farther. He at first listened in sifence
to'Sophy’s réquest, but all on a sudden he broke-out
in tho most. furious manner. He called: her a low
adventurer, :lqa(_ied her with the vilest reproaches,
ﬂ,,e, poured out a torrent of blaspliemies, and threa-
tened, that if he was not paid on: the appomnted-day,
e would setl, without mercy, her house, furniture
393,3'°§ 5, 1Ay, het very bed:” - - v
",:sbﬁlxy was more dqu _ian alive whep she return,
Q@«i}%’.’!&‘s., She had not strength enough to tell her
hogdand, the sorrowful pews which weighed upon
fer heatt ., Her tegrs spohe mote than ber. words,
AVilliamy, who, did not expect, s much severity-
from the farmer, was thundep-stpcken. The engs
of,the, mother. made, the children weep, .and: the

wholg house.was.filled, with lameptation.. Tha: ideg



