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the ccho of my own voice ; but not deceived altogcthcr
for it hand led me to shielter.

"'To get well withiin thc forcst xvas niy fîrst thoughit,
and when I did so, to îny extrenie dclight, I fouîxd a
great mxany dead trces, aîîd saw that the trunks
of the living ones were shaggy wvitlî moss. To
break off soîne of the dry bouglis, xvhittle a fcw
ýhavings, and with thc hlel of tlîe noss, and
thc matches, of which I had a good supply, to
mxake a fire xvas my next step, and, tired though 1
xvas, the excitemient restorcd my strength and courage.
TI'le sighit of a fire, ne.xt to that of a human face, ib the
most gratifying thing imaginable when one is lost, and
having cut a few green bouglis to serve as a resting
place, I knelt before the blaze, regardless of the snowv
falling around me.

"lIt required very littie consideration to show me that
my troubles were by no ineans over, thougli thcy did
appear to vanisli when the first flickering blaze arose
from the moss. 'Ihere wvas no use in my thinking of
starting out on another tramp while the storm continued,.
I must prepare a shelter of some kind, for it would bc

for it and bias the mecans uf killing gamne; but one, who
likec myseif, hand nothing in the way of hunting gear ex-
cept a jack knife, a fi.shing Une and a few picces of
rabbit %vire, miiglit starve to dcath for ail that. rhere
xvas thc edible lichen, called by the Half-brecds "Tripe
de la rochie," but it wvas hopeless to look for this under
four feet of snow if it grenw iii the neighhorhood, of
which flhere was no indication. WVhen I had about
abandoned ail hopc of being able to find anything I re-
întnnbercd that Ju bad told me only the day before that
tli. inner l)ark of the poplar would do for food, if you
could get nothing cisc. There wvas every reason to sup.
poseC that poplar would bc founid higher on the ridge,
and slipping îxxy feet ii my snow shoes 1 set out on the
search.

"lA hiaîf hour's tramp broughit me to where there were
poplars in abundance. Having cut out sonie of the
pulpy muner bark and warmied it over :ny fire, I essayed
to cat it ; but fouîxd it very unsatisfactory ; I was flot
altogether ciiscouraged for on conxing back frorn the
poplar grove 1 had noticed the track of hares, and,
without further delay, %went out and set niy snares. By
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next to impossible to keep awike, and to 1h11 aslecp bc-
fore the fire with the snow falling ineant neyer to open
my eyes again. WTitlî mly snowshoes 1 dug a hole iii the
snow, which xvas fully four feet deep, and in one end of
it hecaped up a fcw boughis, niaking a sort of roof ovcr
themn with, sticks and boughis. In the otiier end of the
liole I built a sniail lire, and having crawied dcwn into
my rude camp, was soon so comifortable that 1 feli
asleep. Fortunatcly the xweather was not very cold, and
on my awakening after a couple of hours, though the
fire had gone out and mny Iimbs wete vcry stiff, I was
able to get a blaze going again. But with returning
warmtx came ixunger, I had hiad nothing to cat since
noon the day before, and had had exercise enough to
give me an appetite. 'l'ie nost nminute searcx of my
pockets revealed nothing edible : nor was there a living
creature in sight. i'hcn 1 went to, the edige of the
forest and tried to, penctrate with my gaze the dense
cloud of snow, but it xvas like looking out into a fog,
and discouragcd 1 went back to the lire.

IlWhat should I do for somcething to cat ? This was
the all-absorbing question. Our northern forcsts fur-
nish considerable variety, if otie knows where to look

nightfill one hare hiad rewarded my skili as a trapper,
and one of its legs broiled made what seemed the
sweetest uxeal 1 hiad ever tasted.

"lAs the snlow coîxtinuied to faîl there xvas no use in
thinking about lenving niy camp, and so 1 devoted the
rest of the afternoon to collecting dry wood for the fire
and bouglis wo conîplete iny shelter. The result of iny
labors was a place of refuge not to be despised, aîxd nxy
niglxt's rest xvas as good as could bc desired. Next
morning 1 found a second hiare iii one of my snares, and
when towards afternoon the sniow began to cease falling,
the outlook appeared quite bright. The storm ceased
altogether at suinset :but the clouds continuied heavy,
so that nlot a star xvas to be seen. Nor had they cleared
aivay %vhen da>'lighit camie again, nevertheless the air was
clear and 1 'vas able to mike out what ny surroundings
vere hike.

"«The place to whicli nxy steps had led nie in the storni
was near one extremlity of a forest-bordered lake, ap.
parently ten or twelve miles long and five or six miles
ivide,.and the conclusion naturally suggested itself that
miy wanderings hand îlot takex me far from the point
where I hiad lost siglit of Joc, and that the expanse bc-
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