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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.

WINNIPEG, Saturday, April 4, 1896.

Tho weathcr has boon cold and backward
this week, the averigo tomperature having
been much colder than last week. It now
looks like a lato sprirg, unless a decided
change comes very soon. Farmers hive not
beon able to make auy progress with their
spring work yet. Good Friday a yecar ago
was about liko a mid-summer day, but quite
wintry looking this year. There has not
been anything very startling in lvcal com-
mercial affairs this week. Wholesale trade
is geénerally roported ns favorable. Bank
clearings at Winnipeg this week were about
2> per cent greater than a year ago, and
adbout 20 per cent greater than the correspond-
ing week two yearsago. Clearings for March,
1896, were about 46 per cont greater thauo
March 1895, and about 22 per cent greater
than March 1894.

Business failurea in Canada, according to
Bradstreot’s, number 781 for the past quarter
of 1896 against 581 in the first quarter of
1895, with total lisbilities of $3,753.000,
agaivst $1233.000 last year. The province
of Ontario reports 83 more failures this year
than in the first quarter of 1895, and Quebec
119 more. Liabilities of failing traders in
Oatario, however, are smaller than a year
2go, whilo those in Quebec havo doubled.

The first quarter of 1893 presents the larg-
est lists of failures in the Uuited States, these

38 in which liabilltics exceod assets, ever noted

for a similar period. The total, tncluding
financial institutions), is 4,512, or 700 more
than in like portion of 1895, 548 morothan in
1891, aund 1,448 more than in the first quarter
of 1893, an increass of 18, 11 and 47 per cent
respoctively. The largest preceding liko
total was reported in 1885. Liabilities cf
those failing this year amount to $52,518.000,
an idereass of 20 per cent. as comnared with
a year ago, 27 per cent, a3 compared with the
first quartor of 1891, and 6V per cont cou-
trested with threo years ago.

The most important featura in Uaited

B States trado this week is the formation of 2

- pool of manufacturers of steel to regulate
production and maintain prices resulting inan
advance ot 83 per ton in quotations for steel
billets and $1.25 per ton for Bessemer pig
iron with a prospect of further advances.
Thismust naturally tend to stimulate kindred
industries. The movement in steel and iron
markets during the next few weeks will

+ attract an unusual share of attention.

WINNIPRG HARKETS,
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{All quotations, unless otherwiss fied, are whole-
B #.do for such quantitics as are usually taken by retafl
B dsalers, and are subjoct to thoe usual reduction on large
K quantities and to cash discounts.l

¥ CorbwooD — Wood is firm. Poplar
B particularly is scarce and hard to gor.
£k Wo quows prices o3 follows for car
lots on track here; Tamsarac. good,
y $1.00; mixed or poorer tamarac, $§3.50 to
$3.75; pine, $3.25 to $3.50 ; spruce, $3.00 to
$.25, oak, dead, $3.w to §3.25; oak, good,
’ greon cut, $3.75 , poplar, dead, $2.25; poplar,
E grosn cut, dry, $2.50 per cord.
¥ GOAL.—Prices aro unchanged. Winnipeg
k' prices aro as follows: Pennsylvavia authra-
g cito, $8.00 per ton delivered to consumers;
B Souris lignite, $4.25 per ton, delivered to con-
E somors, and $3.85 at tho yard hers ; Leth-
: bridgo bituminous $5.59 to consumers ; west-
orn anthracite, $3.50 per ton to cousumers,
k. DrIgD FrurtS AxD Nuts, — Groenoble
¥ Walnuts, 160; Tarragona salmonds, 1Ge;
Ny gnnw paper shell almonds, 220; Sicilly
¢ filbarts, large, i20; Brazil nauts, 15(;; pos-

nuts, roasted, 16¢; peanute greens, 18c;
Ontario black walnuts, 8c; butternuts, 9o;
hicory nuts. 106 por pound; figs. now, 9 lb,
boxes, 14¢; figs, superior, 85 1b. boxes, 19¢;
figs, fancy imperial, 55 lb. boxes. 22¢ por
1b: dates. new, 6 and 7c per 1b,, apricots, 183
to 14o0; dried apples 6¢c; ovaporated apples
8¢ por 1b.

DruGS.—Cream tartar koops weak abroad,
shs wing a further decline of 2 to 8s in Eng-
land. Cod liver oil is very firm still. St,
lohn’s holders have madea sharp advance in
Now Fouandland vil. The Canpadian Pacific
Railway Co. is selling bluestonn through its
station agonts, to farmers in Manitoba at 6e
por pound, Thisaffects thetradein ordinary
channels somowhat Following prices are for
small parcels, and will be shaded considerably
farfull packageorders: Alun: per pound, 8§ to
43c; alcohol, $3.23 gal; bla ching powder,
por pound ; 6 to 8¢; bluestone, 4} todc; blue
vitrol, 5 to 8c; borax 11 to 18¢c; bromide
potash, 65 to57c; camphor, 85 te 93¢; cam-
phor, ounces 90 to 1.00; carbolic acid, 40 Lo
635c; castor oil, 1L to 15¢c; chloride “potash,
28 to 85¢; citric acid, 55 to 55c. copperas 8}
to 4c; cocaine, per 0z.,.86.50to $7.00; cream
tartar, por pound., 28 to 85c; cloves, 20 to
25c, epsom salts, 83 to 4o, extract logwood,
bulk, 14 to 18c; do., boxes, 18 to 20c;
German quinine. 40 to 50¢; glycerine, por
pound, 80 to 85¢; ginger, Jamaica. 80 to 85 ;
do., African, 20 to 23c; Howard's quinine,
per ounce, 43 to 53¢; iodine, $5.50 vo 6 00,
insect powder, 85 to 40¢ ; morphia sul.,81.98)
to §2.25. Opium, $$.50 to $35.00; oil, olive.
31,25 to $1.40; oil, U. S. salad, $1.25t0 $1.40;
oil, lemon, super $2 25 to 2.75; oil, nepper-
mint, $3.00t0 $1.50; oil, cod liver, $2.25 to
8.25 per gallon, oxelico acid, 18 to 16
potass iodide, $4.25 to 4.50 ; paris green, 18 to
20c 1b; saltpetre ; 10 to 12¢; sal rochello, 30
to 83¢ ; sheilac, 45 to 50c; sulphur flowers,
8% to 5c ; sulphur roll, per key, 33 to 5¢; soda
bicarb, por keg of 112 pounds, $3.75 to $1.25;
sal soda, §2 to $3; tartaric acid, per 1b., 45
to 53¢ ; strychnino, pure crystals 80¢ to $1.00
peroz.

Fisit.—The market is well supplied with
resh fish., Winnipeg market. jobbing prices
are: Cod, 9calb; haddock 9calb ; salmon, 14c;
halibut 123¢c; smelts 9 to 10c; Lake Superior
trout, 9c; whitefish, 53 to6e ; pickerel 4todic;
pike 2% to 8c, perch 2 to 2}c; sturgeon
6c; finnan haddies 7 to Tic, or $2.10 to
$2.25 per box; kippsred goldeyes 380c¢ doz.;
oysters, $1.80 to $2.00 per gal ; shell oysters,
$7.50 per darrel. Cared fish are quoted:
Boneless codfish, 401b boxes 7¢, do crates 7ic;
bonsless fish, 401b boxes, S¢; smoked herrings,
15 to 20c box; dry cod $6 per box of 100 1bs.;
salt whitefish, $5.50 por barrel of 100 pounds;
salt lake trout, $6.50 per barrel; salt herring,
3-barrel $1.

FLUD BEEF, ETC.—Following aro prices of
the goods put up by the Johnstun Fluid Beef
Company of Montreal : —Johnstons Fluid Beef
—No. 1, 2-0z. tins, per dozen, $2.70; No. 2
4oz., $1.50; No. 8, 8oz., §7.83; No. 4, 1 1b.,
812.83; No. 5, 21b,, $24.80. Staminal—2oz.
bottles, per dozen,$2.55; do, 4oz., $5.10, do, 8
oz., $7.65; do, 16oz.,, $12.75. Fluid Beef
Cordial—200z. bottles, $10, Milk Granules—
In cases of 4 dozen, $5.10. AMilk Granules
with Ceroals—In cases of 4 dozen, $4.25

GREEN FRUITS. —Apples are very firm and
really choico are scarce. A farther advance
is not unoxpected. Atanyrato it will soon be
difficult to obtain good fruit. Oranges and
lomons aro unchaugoed, bat orauges aro re-
ported vory strong in California. Malaga
grapes aro searcs.  Stocks hore wore exbaust-
od, bat moro aro expectod in. Pincapples
and bananas _are arriving more freoly.
Pricos are: Lemons, Now Mossinas. $5.00
t085.50 par box; California navel oranges,$1.25
to $1.59 per box; Califernia secdlings,
$3.25 to 8350; Bananss, $2.75 to $3.
per banch astosize, a fow very small banches

woll as low a3 82.5); Apples, castern Canadas
choico spies, $5to $5.50; othor red varieties,
85 50, russots, 35.00 per barrel; Malaga grapes
89 por keg for large sizes; pincapples, $3.50 to
85 por dozn as tosize; Apple cider, 85¢ por
gallon, in 80 gallon barrels; comb
honey 85.25 per case of 21 sections.

HARDWARE —There is nothing furthor
now in the local trade. Prices are as follows

TIN, lamb and 36 and 28 1b. ingots, por 1b,
20 to 2lc.

TIN PLATES. — Charcoal plates, I. C.,
10 by 14, 12 by 12 and 14 by 20,
per box. 81.50 to $1.73, 1. X., sameo sizes, per
box. 85.75 to $6: I. C., charcoal, 20 by 28,
112 shoets to box. $8.50 to 9.00; I. X., per
})1)38020 by 28, 112 sheets to box, $10.50 to

TERNE PLaA.

.00.

—~I. C., 20 by 28, $8.50 to

IRON AND STREL.—Bar iron, per 100 lbs.
base price. 32.50 to $2.65; band iroen. per 100
lbs., $3.00 t03.15; Swedish iron per 100 1bs.,
$5.25 to 6; sleigh shoo steel, $32.25 to 8.50;
best cast tool steel, per b, 12 to 13¢c; Russian
sheet, per 1b, 12 to 18¢c.

SHEET IRON.—10 to 20 gauge, $3.00; 22
to 24 and 26 gauge, $3.25 ; 28 gauge, $3.50,

CANADA PLATES.—Garth and Blaina, $3.00
t08.10. .

GALVANIZED IRON.—Queen’s Head, 22 tc
24 gauge, per 1b., S¢; 26 gauge, per lb., 5ic,
28 gauge, per 1b., Hic.

IroN PrE.—350 to per 60 cont. off list.

CHAIN.—Best proof coil, 8-16 inch, per Ib.
6% to 6§c; 1 inch. por Ib , 6 to f}c, 5-16 inch,
per 1b., 53 to ic; @ inch, per 1b., 5} to 5ic;
7-16 inch, per 1b., 4§ to 5¢; § inch, per lb.,
43 to5c.

LeAD.—Pig, per 1b., 44c.

6 SHEBT ZINC—In casks, 53¢ 1b., broken lots,
Cs

SoLDER.—Half and half (guar) per Ib, 14
to 16ec.

AMMUNITION.~Cartridges—Rim fire pistol,
American, discount, 85 per cent.; rim five
cartridges, Dominion, 50 per cent.; rim fire
milivary, American. 5 per cent. advance,
central fire pistol and rifie, American, 12 por
cent.; contral fire cartridge. Dominion, 80
per cent.; shot shells, 12 guage, $6 to 7.50;
shot, Canadian, soft, 5ic; shot, Canadian,
chilled, 6¢.

‘WIRE.—Galvanized barb wire, plain twist~
od wire and staples, $3.50 per 100 1bs.

. Rore.—Sisal, per 1h., 8 to }c base; man-
illa, per 1b., 11 to 1l3c baso; cotton, 3 to 3
inch ar 1 larger, 16¢ Ib.

AXES.—Per box, $6.50 to 16.50.

Namws.—Cut, per keg, base price, $3 to 8.107%
common steel wire nails, 5 to 6 inch, $3.60 per
koz, 3to 4 inch. 83.9v keg, 2% mnch, $4.20
gog; 2 inch, $1.50 keg.

Horse NaLS.—Pointed and finished, oval
heads. List prices as follows: No. 5, $7.50
box; No. 6, $6.75 box; No 7, 86 box: No. 8,
$5.75 bux , Nou. 9, 1u and 11, 85.5u box. Dis-
count off above list prices, 45 to 50 percent.

LUMBER —Prospects continue very favor
ablo fur tho seasons trade. Following 1s the
prico list .{ tho Winnipeg dealers, at yards
or delivered ia the city, prices being net.

Dimensioa and Timber—No. 1.

Sizes 1948, 2408, 100t 1SIL. °0ft. 22Me. 2L
2x4t02x12 1850 1850 1850 1953 2050 21.50 22
3x6 to 3x12

4xi to 4x12 oy ° Q) o,
Sx6rogxizf ° 0 0 AW B/ ou
and Sx$
8xloto 1212 22 22 22 23 2% o 23
2x 4 -10at $2050.
2x0to2x 12-10at SIS,
No. 2dimension $2 less than No. 1.

Dimension, 265t.. 28ft., 30Tt., $25. Tim-
bor, 26ft., 28ft., 80fc., $28. $I M. ad-
vanco on each inch over 12 in dopth and



